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PDI man in Hollywood 
thrilled as Mick Jagger 
calls him by name 


Vehicle sales grow 
by 20% due to rush 
to beat VAT hike 
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PCGG flip-flops: No 
compromise deal 
with Danding 
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Truckers protest, 
block roads to North 
Luzon Expressway 


Palace moves toward 
reconciliation with Erap 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Nikko Dizon 


MALACARANG APPEARS TO BE GEARING UP 
to torpedo any looming opposition effort to 
form a united front in its continuing campaign to 
oust President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Presidential chief of staff Michael Defensor 
yesterday said he would resume his role as a. 
"bridge" to deposed President Joseph Estrada. 

PALACE, AB 


S&P upbeat 
on RP debt 
but Moody’s 
pessimistic 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


STANDARD & POOR'S thinks the glass is half 
full, but Moody's Investor Service insists its 
half empty. 

Both international ratings agencies yester- 
day differed on their outlooks on the credit 
rating of the Philippine government. Stan- 
dard & Poor's revised its outlook on Philippine 
debt to stable from negative, but Moody's re- 
tained its negative outlook. 

Standard & Poor's said its assessment of 
Philippine foreign debt—currently at three 
notches below investment grade Bt—could 
further improve if government revenues fur- 
ther grew and fiscal reforms deepened. 

With its negative 
Moody's said its rating of Philippine foreign 
debt four notches below investment grade 
may further be downgraded in the near term. 

‘The lower the investment grade on a debt 
paper, the higher the interest rate creditors 
will charge due to the higher risk involved. A 
lower credit rating also reflects lower investor. 
confidence in a particular government. 

After raising the value-added tax (VAT) to 
12 percent from 10 percent this month, the 
Arroyo administration is hoping that the in- 
ternational rating agencies would revise their 
outlook on the Philippines to stable. Standard 


Pasig gov't, 
cops not off 
the hook 


By Armand N. Nocum and D] Yap 


THE PASIG CITY GOVERNMENT UNDER 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio and its police force 
are not yet free of liability in the Feb. 4stam- 
pede that killed 74 people and injured hun- 
dreds more, Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez said yesterday. 

Gonzalez said the second team of investi- 
gators under Senior State Prosecutor Joselito 
Mendoza might “expand” the number of peo- 
ple who could be charged with reckless im- 
prudence resulting in multiple homicide and 
multiple physical injuries. 

“At this point, nobody is being cleared or 
being positively identified as indictable,” said 
Gonzalez, who added he had instructed the 
new panel to submit its findings in 10 days. 

n his directive forming the panel, Gonza- 
lez said Department of Justice prosecutors 
would determine whether a preliminary in- 
vestigation should proceed “on the basis of 
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Senate threatens to cite 
Cabinet men for contempt 


By T] Burgonio 
Christine О. Avendaño 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


THE SENATE IS THREATENING 
to cite for contempt Cabinet 
members who snub hearings on 
the proposed P1.05-trillion na- 
tional budget for 2006. 

“Rather than express umbrage 
alone, if these Cabinet officials do 
not want to come down here, 
they should be held in contempt," 
Sen. Richard Gordon said. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
and officials of the Department of 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) did not show up at the 


measure. 


outlook, however, 


It was the first time Palace exec- 
vutives invoked the order to avoid a 
grilling at the budget hearings. 
Malacafiang officials countered 
that the President's political foes 
were trying to use the hearings to 
revive allegations against her. 
With the Senate not backing 
down, the Palace appears to be 
relenting. It has issued a new di- 
rective that allows officials of the 
executive branch to attend the 
Senate budget hearings only after 
the House of Representatives 
shall have approved the budget 


"From what I know, the directive 
is to effect EO No. 464 and that this 
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Court allows shoe lady 
to travel to HK 


THE "QUEEN OF SHOES" 
Imelda Marcos met with 
the governor of the North- 
ern Mariana Islands, who 
wants the world's largest 
shoe manufacturer based 
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in Hong Kong to build a 
factory on Saipan. 
‘She had lunch with 


Gore: Earth is now 
at risk, let’s save it 


“THE MAN WHO WOULD BE PRESIDENT OF THE US. Former Vice President Al Gore arrives on his first-ever visit to the country 


Thursday to speak on global warming and the environment: 
author of “Earth in Balance: Ecology and the Human Spirit; 


at the invitation of the AY (Alfonso Yuchengco) Foundation. The 
‘Gore isa fierce proponent of environmental protection. Racnnwctio 


Lawmakers defer scrapping of VFA 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


А PHILIPPINE CONGRESSIONAL COM- 
mittee yesterday announced that it 
would defer its move to scrap the Visiting 
Forces Agreement (VFA) and give the US 
six months to resolve a dispute over cus- 
tody of four American Marines accused 
ofrape. 

‘The committee visited the accused 
servicemen at the US Embassy and re- 
ceived assurances that a diplomatic so- 
lution would be hammered out. 

Sen. Miriam  Defensor-Santiago, 
cochair of the Legislative Oversight 
Committee on the VFA (Lovia), said 
Paul W. Jones, acting US ambassador, 
gave her assurances that the Marines 
would not leave the Philippines while 
the rape case was being tried. 


‘Santiago said that the US official also 
agreed that the entire VFA be renegotiat- 
ed, but only after the trial was over. She 
said Jones told her that the Americans 
were now willing to hold talks with For- 
eign Secretary Alberto Romulo. 

"^1 said maybe they were just giving an 
excuse and would drag this on again 
with custody remaining with them while 
we wait for nothing. Hindi naman daw 
(not so, they said),” Santiago said. 

She said that Jones promised that he 
‘would immediately report to Washing- 
ton “so even while we are now talking, 
there are inter-departmental agency 
meetings in the Department of State 
about our request for custody,” she 
said. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs 
sent a note verbale to the US Embassy 


on Jan. 17, insisting that the service- 
men be turned over to the Philippines. 
The four were accused of raping a 
22-year-old Filipino last Nov. 1 while 
they were on furlough at the Subic Bay 
Freeport after participating in coun- 
terterrorist exercises in the Philippines. 

DFA spokesperson Gilberto Asuque 
said yesterday: “We have requested the 
embassy to resume talks but we have 
not received a reply yet.” 

Asuque said only “informal conver- 
sations” had taken place. He said that 
the US diplomats had maintained that 
they were still awaiting Washington's 
decision. 

Asuque deferred comment when 
asked what could be the implications of 
the six-month deadline given by the 
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PDI cartoonist awarded by UN media group 


WINNER: 
Cartoon by 
Gilbert Daroy 


2M need 
relocation if 
Manila Bay 
overflows 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


WARNING THAT THE 
world will reach the “tipping 
point” toward an ecological 
catastrophe within the next 
10 years, former US Vice 
President Al Gore urged in- 
ternational and local leaders 
to focus their efforts toward 
halting the phenomenon of 
global warming. 


Gore flew to Manila yesterday to ad- 
dress a group of several hundred politi- 
cal and business leaders as well as mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps at the RCBC 
Plaza in Makati City on the dangers of 
neglecting the environment. 

"We should be worried about threats 
like terrorism, but we should also be 
worried about other more important 
threats like the destruction of the envi- 
ronment,” he told the group which in- 
cluded former President Fidel V. Ramos 
and several senators and congressmen. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo arrived 
and exchanged pleasantries with Gore 
but left before his presentation. 

Gore served as vice president under 
former US President Bill Clinton from 
1992 to 2000, using his post to advocate 
major scientific initiatives and environ- 
mental issues. 

The standing-room only audience at 
the Carlos P Romulo auditorium listened 
in rapt attention as Gore gave a science 

Gore А?! 


New DILG 
secretary 5 
priority: 
Cha-cha 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS OF 
newly appointed Interior Secretary Ronal- 
do Puno isto push for Charter change. 

Instead of fighting crime, Puno's first 
official act yesterday, or so it seemed, 
was to lead President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo’s party, the Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (Kampi), in kicking off a signa- 
ture campaign endorsing Cha-cha, 

‘Ata press conference in Quezon City, 
Puno, a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives before he was named interior 
secretary, announced that the 34-mem- 
ber Kampi would gather 195 signatures 
in both chambers of Congress in en- 
dorsement of a constituent assembly as 


FORHIS WORK DEPICTING A WORLD 
united in grief over the passing of Pope 
John Paul Il, IMoumn cartoonist Gilbert 
Daroy has received an honorable men- 
tion citation at the prestigious 2005 
Ranan Lurie Political Cartoon Awards. 
Daroy, who shares editorial cartoon du- 


nition from the award organizers—the Unt- 
ей Nations Correspondents Association and 
the UN Society of Writers and Artists. 

His cartoon, titled “A Briet Moment of 
Solidarity," was published in the Aprit 
15, 2005, issue of the Інолякя. It feaured 
world leaders gathered around the UN 
lators indicated the budget would ties with veteran cartoonist Jess Abreraat одо after John Paul's death. Political Cartoon 

SENATE/A2 е umen, received a certificate of recog- PDI CARTOONIST/ A21 Awards. 
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Senate hearing on their 2006 
budgets on Wednesday, invoking 
Executive Order No. 464. 

‘The EO bars officials of the ex- 
ecutive branch from attending 
congressional hearings without a 
go-signal from President Macapa- 


will (only be lifted) after the House 
has officially relayed the budget to 
the Senate,” Presidential Chief of 
Staff Mike Defensor said. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves said his discussions with legis- 


appeared in PDI 
‘on April 15, 
2005. It wonan 
honorable. 
mention from 
the New 
York-based Lurie 


the mode for changing the Constitution, 

"The other modes are a people's initia- 
tive and a constitutional convention whose 
members arc elected by the voters, 

Puno's announcement comes a month 
afterthe ruling Lakas national directorate 
meeting where President Macapagal-Ar- 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wil experience cloudy sies with 
scattered rainstowers and foaled thunderstorms. Rains wil te 
‘despread over Cantal and Eastern Visayas and Northem Min- 
donas Luzon wit have тозу болбу skies їй туне. 
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‘NO SUCH THING’ 


No deal with Danding-PCGG 


Bj Gil C. Cabacungan Jr 
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TÍ NOW APPEARS THAT THE HEAD OF THE PRESIDENTIAL COM- 
nlission on Good Government was just being perverse when herefused 
t$ answer questions from senators intent on uncovering а supposed 
cbmpromise deal being hatched with controversial businessman Ed- 
чагдо Cojuangco Jr. on the sequestered shares of the San Miguel Corp. 


"There's no such thing (a compromise 
agreement). I just did not want to answer be- 
cause they were violating the law by forcing 
meto answer,” said PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio. 

“I did not want to answer in principle,” he sai. 

Sabio so angered the senators during the 
budget hearings that they gave the PCGG a to- 
ken P1 budget for 2006. 

"The PCGG chief stubbomly kept mum as sena- 
tors shot questions at him about the deal and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's supposed part in it. 

He invoked a provision in Executive Order 
No. 1 issued by President Aquino in 1986 which 
created the PCGG, which said that no РОСС of- 
ficial would be required to testify іл any judicial, 
legislative or administrative proceeding co 
ceming matters within Из "official cognizance.” 


Compromise agreement 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita earlier 
disclaimed any Palace knowledge of the com- 
promise agreement allegedly being hatched 
by Sabio with Cojuangco to settle the dispute 
over the ownership of San Miguel, the coun- 
туз largest manufacturing concern. 

In several coco levy cases still pending with 
the Sandiganbayan antigraft court and the 
Supreme Court, the government is claiming a 
27 percent stake in San Miguel which Co- 
juangco allegedly bought with coco levy funds. 
Tt is also contesting Cojuangco's claim to an- 
other 20 percent block of San Miguel shares. 

The PCGG sequestered the 47 percent block of 
San Miguel shares after the Edsa people power 
revolution of 1986 which toppled the dictator. 
Ferdinand Marcos, claiming they were part of 
the ill-gotten assets of Marcos and his cronies. 

"The coco levy funds came from a forced tax 
imposed on coconut farmers by the dictator in 
the 1970s. Marcos appointed his crony, Cojuang- 
co, to administer the funds. 

"But while there was no compromise agreement 
to speak of yet, Sabio said he was not averse toa set- 
ement of the San Miguel shares ownership issue 
and if possible to finally resolve it within the year 

But he stressed that he and the PCGG 
would leave the settlement of the issue to the 
coconut farmers groups and Cojuangco. 


ASIA INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 


“The real issue here is whether the terms 
and conditions are grossly disadvantageous 
to farmers. We can only decide on that if they 
submit the agreement to us,” said Sabio. 

Sabio claimed that majority of the coconut farm- 
ез groups are supportive of a compromise deal. 

Sabio also disputed claims by some farmer 
groups opposed to a compromise that the 
courts have already ruled in favor of the gov- 
‘ernment on the San Miguel shares. 

“The Supreme Court itself stated that its 
ruling was only provisional and was only 
meant for the purpose of determining who 
could vote the shares and it stated that the 
government could vote them,” Sabio said. 

On Dec. 14, 2001, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the coconut levy funds were public funds 
butleft it to the Sandiganbayan to decide who 
owned the assets acquired with the funds. 

‘Nineteen months later on July 11, 2003, the 
Sandiganbayan ruled that Cojuangco legally ac- 
quired the United Coconut Planters Bank shares 
with coco levy funds and forfeited his sharehold- 
ings in the bank in favor of the government. 


No witnesses: 


By T] Burgonio 


THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON NA- 
tional defense canceled its inquiry into 
the “Hello Garci” tape scandal set for to- 
day after top military officials begged 
off from attending because of Executive 
Order No. 464. 

"The invited resource persons will 
not be able to attend on account of EO 
464," said Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, com- 
mittee chair, in a notice of cancellation 
to his colleagues. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief. 
of staff Gen. Generoso Senga, Intelli- 
gence Service of the AFP (Isafp) chief 
Brig. Gen. Marlu Quevedo and Western 
Command chief Rear Admiral Tirso 
Danga, among others, informed the 


TRUCKS bring traffic to a halt on A. Bonifacio Avenue in the approach to the North Luzon Expressway to 
protest the anti-overloading regulations in the tollway. (Story on Page А24) 
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Senate cancels ‘Hello Garci’ hearing 


committee anew that they would be 
skipping the hearing because of EO 
464, a Senate staffer said 

‘The EO which had come out of Mala- 
cafiang bars administration, police and 
military officials from appearing at con- 
gressional hearings without the Presi- 
dent's consent. 

National Security Adviser Norberto 
Gonzales, who would have been the 
main witness at today's hearing, had al- 
so begged off but not because of EO 
464 

“We regret to inform you that Secre- 
tary Norberto Gonzales is out of the 
country on official business and there 
fore would not be able to attend the 
public hearing,” said Victor Mayo, se- 
nior deputy director general of the Na- 


tional Security Council, in a letter to Bi- 
azon. 

Biazon had invited Gonzales to the 
hearing after he confirmed earlier this 
week that the NSC had established the 
identity of the individual behind the re- 
cent wiretapping of Malacafiang. 

"This revelation of Secretary Gonza- 
les very clearly confirms the seriousness 
of this wiretapping issue, which consti- 
tutes a very serious breach of national 

y" the senator had said. 

The cancellation of today's hearing 
was also partly due to the expected 
попарреагапсе of lawyer Samuel Ong 
and his driver, Lito Santiago, who face 
arrest on charges of kidnapping and il- 
legal detention. 

‘Ong, former deputy director of the 


from Isafp agent T/Sgt. Vidal Doble 
through Santiago. 

The tape “purportedly contained 
conversations between President Ma- 
capagal-Arroyo and Election Commis- 
sioner Virgilio Garcillano discussing 
the vote in the May 2004 presidential 
elections. 

The controversy triggered calls for 
Ms Arroyo's resignation and prompted 
opposition lawmakers to file an im- 
peachment complaint against her, 
which was dismissed by the administra- 
tion-dominated House of Representa- 
tives in September. 

‘At the committee's previous hear- 
ings, Vidal's ex-girlfriend, Marietta San- 
tos, claimed that a 14-man team from 
the Isafp’s Military Intelligence Group 


National Bureau of Investigation, sur- 
faced in June last year, claiming he had 
the master Garci tape that had come 


21, including Vidal, had wiretapped 
Garcillano and opposition personalities 
between January and June 2004. 
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SOUTH AFRICA CONFERENCE 
Baptism of fire: Reyes makes pitch for RP mining 


By Norman Bordadora 


IN AN AGGRESSIVE SALES PITCH FOR THE 
country’s revitalized mining industry, Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes has invited 
the world’s leading mining companies to set 
up operations in the Philippines, offering 
them up to nine million hectares of what he 
described as untapped mineral-rich land. 
Reyes’ office said the newly appointed head 
of the Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources made the pitch last Wednesday 
to executives of 350 mining companies and 
regulators from 50 countries attending a three- 
day conference in Cape Town, South Africa. 
‘About 2,000 delegates were expected at 
the 10th Indaba Mining аы annu- E, FE 
al gathering not only of miners but also of pol- м over 60 shoe shops, т T 
шакып frances, te DENR said. The pedro e aue cartimar 


meeting ended Wednesday. over 11 plant & orchid gardens тнє INTERNATIONAL SHOPPING CENTER Ý 


Baptism of fire 

Reyes left for Cape Town last Saturday 
night, hours after helping oversee the rescue 
operations in the wake of the stampede at 
PhilSports Arena in Pasig City earlier that day, 
his last as interior secretary. 

“Out of the 30 million hectares of the 
Philippines, nine million hectares or 30 per- 
cent of the entire country is identified to have 
high potential for mineral deposits,” Reyes 
said, according to the text of his speech which 
the DENR released to the local media. 

“The potential for Philippine mining to take 
off is really big, since of the nine million 
hectares rich in minerals, only about 420,00 
hectares or a mere 1.4 percent of the country’s 
total land area is covered with existing mining 
rights,” he said. “We have identified 24 major 
mining projects that will require $8 billion in in- 
vestments for the next five to six years. They are 
primarily gold, copper and nickel projects." 

Reyes issued the come-on even in the face 
of opposition to mining operations voiced by 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines, which has called on the Arroyo admin- 
istration to scrap the Mining Act of 1995 and 
and cancel all pending applications for min- 
ing permits. 


eee 
paetos 


Responsible miners 

In inviting the mining executives to come 
over, Reyes made sure, however, that the gov- 
ernment was interested only in responsible 
miners who will observe safety regulations 
and not pollute the environment. 

"Therefore, as we invite you to the Philippines, 
‘we also expect the same environmental and safe- 
ty standards that you apply when you responsi- 
bly mine in your own countries Reyes said. 

He cited four reasons the Philippines was 
ideal of mining, even calling the country “the 
next mining capital of the world.” 

"first, we have the resources and reserves,” 
said Reyes. “Second, we have the strategic ge- 
graphical location; third, we have the hu- 
man resources with proper experience and 
skills, and; fourth, we have a conducive legal 
system and clear policy environment.” 

Reyes said the Philippines could also serve 
as the miners main gateway to Africa's major 
mineral markets such as China, Japan and 
South Korea. 


Big edge 

He boasted that the country had adequate 
ports to ship ores or refined products to vari- 
‘ous markets. 

“In fact, all mines in the Philippines are 
within 50 to 100 kilometers from a port, a big 
advantage over countries with thousands of 
kilometers separating their mines from their 
shipment point,” Reyes said. 

"More importantly,’ he added, “the Philip- 
pines now has a clear national roadmap for 
mining, supported by the three branches of 
government.” He cited the passage by 
Congress of the Philippine Mining Act in 1995 
and the Supreme Court's decision upholding 
the constitutionality of the law including pro- 
visions that allow foreign equity investments 
up to 100 percent. 

Reyes said gold has been a historical leading 
product of the Philippines, “with the new gold 
projects under exploration expected to bring its 


total gold production to over 70 tons annually.” Want to travel for free? Just get a Mabuhay Miles Visa, 
Copper production could go up to more 


than $00,000 tons annually by 2013 and nick- then earn Miles on everything you buy - fish included. 
el production is expected to hit 206,000 tons 
ie AED completes a Still don't have one? Just call 885-7590 to 93 or visit www.hsbc.com.ph to apply. 
ew plant, Reyes said. : ‘ i 
М эт confident that the mining companies It's free for the first year — so act now. Ikaw rin...sayang ang Miles! 
among you who employ Filipinos will attest to 
their technical competence,” he said. 
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PAL suspends ШЕЛ Д ays 


AL 
flights to Laoag pe por 


PHILIPPINE AIRLINES WILL SUSPEND FLIGHTS 
to Laoag effective Feb.13 due to the lack of staff 
willing to serve at Laoag International Airport 
(LIA), the airline announced yesterday. 
Passengers holding tickets for flights be- 
yond Feb. 13 are advised that their tickets 
may be refunded at any PAL ticket office or at 
their travel agent without penalties and sur- 
charges, the PAL statement said. 
‘Since April 2004, when PAL resumed regu- 
lar service to Laoag, the flag carrier's ground- т> HSBC 4р 
handling operations at the LIA have been han- 1 
dled by a local company. б 
PAL, however, still oversees all activities by The'world's local bank 
periodically assigning regular staff from its 
head office to Laoag. 
PAL flies four times weekly to the Ilocos Norte 
capital using 150-seater Airbus A320 aircraft. 
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2 discharged soldiers in Oakwood m 


By Tarra V. Quismundo day morning in heed of a release 
order from the Makati Regional 
Trial Court. 

Visibly glad over their release, 
the ex-soldiers came to court in 
shirts and jeans at 11:10 am., 
where their former custodians 
formally turned them over to the 
court. 

“We are happy because, finally, 
ме would be with our families 
again,” said Mesa. 


“Тат happy... This is a step to- 
wards victory,” Gonzalez told the 
INQUIRER. 

Mesa and Gonzalez were held 
for three years at the Marine 
Corps detention.center at Fort 
Bonifacio in Taguig City, along 
with six other fellow accused. 

They were among 31 rebel sol- 
diers charged in a civilian court 
for staging the July 27, 2003, 
takeover of the luxury Oakwood 


Premier 


"TWO FORMER SOLDIERS TAGGED 
in-the Oakwood mutiny of 2003 
walked out of military detention yes- 
terday, ending their nearly two-year 
fight for temporary freedom, 
Private citizens for over two 
yeats now, discharged service- 
men Cezari Gonzalez, 30, and 
Julius Mesa, 36, were released by 
ey custodians yester- 


ДЕСЕНГ 
) Rosen e 
a i 


3 In celebration of Valentine Season and our wm- 
Dining Chair forthcoming 9th anniversary, we are giving 
‘our customers thi 


mm 


Classic Chnir 
Wess 697 
now P] 899 only 
non Be? 29.997 
‘now P9,999 only 
тыт cabinet 
prd 
not 19,999 only. 


Console Tae 
чу Mirror 
Beer P50,997 

not P16,9990uly 


TM: Dining Tabie Мети Queen sx bed 
Wider panty 


pu ne 17 999only 
PowpI99SSoy vette 


py 


„ЕБ ИШ 


BáeeP175997. 
nowo P59,99oniy 
Оше Plaza Complex Ninoy Aquno Ava, 
Paranaque., M M. (miront of Darpa Marsel) 
820-8547 [77 


Mese P17.397 


‘ow P5,999 
only 


le ks 
9 оогон епу. |; ә 


+1042 Del Monto Ave., Quezon City® 
Tels.: 410-4536/37/50 


iy, 1044 Del Monte Ave... Quezon City „ 
''«Tels.: 410-1853/5965 


apartment-hotel іп 
Makati City. 

"Tm very happy because we 
fought long and hard for this. We 
had one year of bail hearings and 
ме won that round but they re- 
fused to release them. So to get 
two is really a victory for us," said 
lead defense lawyer Roel Pulido. 

The two former soldiers were 
among seven Magdalo members 
‘who posted P100,000 cash bonds in 
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utiny released 


July 2004, when the Makati court. 
granted bail for 27 of the accused. 

The military however, contin- 
wed to hold them despite a re- 
lease order from the court. 

"There was no reason for them to 
be held in military custody, and in 
fact since July 2004 they [bad been] 
illegally detained,” Pulido said. 

Unlike the five others who 
posted bail but remained in cus- 
tody on charges they faced before 
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the military court, Pulido зай! 
Mesa and Gonzalez had been 
civilians since December 2003 
when they were “dishonorably 
discharged" from the military. 

"With the discharge and the sub- 
sequent release order from the 
civilian court, the former members 
of the Philippine Navy's elite Spe- 
cial Warfare Group (SWAG) should 
in fact have been released one and 
a half years ago, Pulido said. 


‘PARLIAMENTARY PREVIEW’ 
Palace beginning to look 


and sound like Congress 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACARANG IS BEGINNING TO LOOK AND 
sound like the halls of Congress these days 
with the recruitment of several legislators, all 
experienced politicians, into the Cabinet. 

Чез just like the good old days. It feels like 
Tmbackin the plenary hall each time we meet 
in the Cabinet with familiar faces around me,” 
said Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermit, who 
himself served for three terms as a congress- 
man from Batangas. 

‘The new Cabinet makeup is a drastically 
different from Ms Arroyo's post-election Cabi- 
net in 2004 in which most of the secretaries 
were mostly professionals and technocrats. 

Business leaders view the President's move to 
surround herself with seasoned politicians in 
the latest Cabinet revamp as a “preview” of how 
a parliamentary form of government works. 

Aside from Ermita, the exJegislator re- 
union in the Cabinet brings together Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor, Fi- 
nance Secretary Margarito Teves, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye, and new appointees An- 
tipolo City Rep. Ronaldo Puno (interior secre- 
tary), Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando Andaya 
(budget secretary), and former Westem 
Samar Rep. Antonio Eduardo B. Nachura 
(chief presidential legal counsel). 


Never a congressman 

Planning Secretary Romulo Neri was never 
a congressman but has spent most of his gov. 
‘emnment career as the in-house economist of 
the House of Representatives. 

‘Though Cabinet secretaries eschew the stilt- 


ed language of parliamentary discourse, Ermi- 
ta said that some Cabinet discussions have 
turned into long-winded debates no different 
what it was like during his days in Congress. 

“This is why ай of us are glad that Secretary 
Mike Defensor is with us as he provides comic 
relief," said Ermita. 

But Defensor refuses to be referred to as 
the class clown. 

“Tm just bubbly,” said Defensor who never 
fails to forestall a blow-up from the short- 
tempered Ms Arroyo every time a subject 
threatens to ruin her day and has the Presi- 
dent laughing in no time. 

Defensor, who was Quezon City represen- 
tative from 1995 to 2001, noted that most of 
the ex-congressmen— himself, Ermita, Bun- 
ye, Andaya and Nachura—belonged to the 
minority group that started the process of im- 
peaching deposed President Estrada. 

Sergio Ortiz-Luis, president of Philippine Ex- 
porters Confederation, said the President may 
‘want to show the public how lawmakers would 
perform as heads of government agencies. 

“Ies a preview of how a parliament govern- 
ment will work since all government heads 
would come from parliament,” said Ortiz-Luis. 


Nothing wrong 

Francis Chua, president of Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce, 
does not see anything wrong with the Presi- 
dent's choices. 

"It does not matter ifa politician is head of a. 
department, as long as most undersecretaries 
are professionals because they handle the nit- 
ty-grity of the department," said Chua. . 


Corruption still biggest bane 
to Southeast Asian growth 


‘SOUTHEAST ASIA, WHICH HAS LINKED UP 
with China to set up the world’s largest free 
trade area, should weed out corruption to re- 
alize its potential as а growth and investment 
hub, the top US business lobby in Asia said 
Wednesday. 

“А critical downside of the investment envi- 
ronment is corruption—what we used to call 
out of concern for diplomatic niceties 'trans- 
parency” said Martin Sullivan, chair of the 
US-Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) Business Council. 

“We need to stop tiptoeing around this is- 
sue, it is too important,” said the CEO of 
‘American International Group Inc. (AIG), the 
world’s largest insurer, as he formally took ће 
council's helm Wednesday at a ceremony in 
Washington. 

Most Asean countries consistently fare 
poorly in any global yardstick on clean gov- 
ernment. 

Out of a clean score of 10 on the Berlin- 
based Transparency International's corrup- 
tion perceptions index, only Singapore and 
Malaysia came out above five. 

Sullivan lamented that decisions on major 
new investments in the region were made a 
“great deal more difficult by the prospect of 
dealing with corrupt government bureaucra- 
cies, or a shifting tax structure, or a contract 
open to interpretations and/or abrogation. 


Kin seek help for Pinay, 
3 kids in Belgium slays 


By Volt Contreras 


THE RELATIVES OF A 
Philippine-bom woman 
and her three children who 
died last week in an appar- 
ent murder-suicide case in 
Antwerp, Belgium, have 
asked the Department of 
Foreign Affairs for help in 
shipping their bodies to the 
Philippines. 

DFA spokesperson 
Gilberto Asuque reported 
this yesterday after news 
reached Manila of how Bel- 
gian citizen Christian 
Waem, 38, killed his family 
and himself by suffocation 
inside a bedroom. 

Waem reportedly 
sealed off windows and 
doors then lit two char- 
coal barbecue grills ü 
side, until they all died 
from the toxic fumes, ac- 
cording to abscbn- 


port added. 


Yakina, 7. 


fore. 


least 


Waem's wife, Precy Cu- 
nanan, was a native of 
Cabiao, Nueva Ecija, who 
became a Belgian citizen in 
2002. The children were 
identified in the report as 
Christopher, 14; Randy, 12; 
and an adopted daughter 


Asuque said the bodies 
were discovered Feb. 2 
and autopsies revealed all 
five had died the day be- 


Asuque said Cunanan's 
relatives here approached 
the department last Feb. 6 
for assistance in repatriat- 
ing the bodies to the coun- 
try which would cost at 
4,000 

(P247,600) per body. 


“As long as these issues rate so high in the 
minds of the investors, Asean will never live 
up to its potential,” he said. “Our direct inter- 
est? If the Asean economy is not living up to 
its potential, neither are investors.” The coun- 
cil has for a long time been engaged in talks 
with Asean leaders and governments about 
the need for predictable and liberal invest- 
mentenvironments, he said. 

Investors, he said, valued market access, 
property rights, sanctity of contracts, respect 
for legal due process, clean administration of 
justice, open regulatory processes and stable 
tax structures that supported development. 

But Sullivan acknowledged that the region 
deserved some credit, noting that the Interna- 
tional Finance Corp., the private sector arm of 
the World Bank Group, іп its "Doing Business 
in 2006," rated Singapore number two in the 
world for ease of doing business, above the 
United States at number three. 

Thailand and Malaysia came in 20th and 
21st spot respectively—"not a bad showing," 
he said. 

Asean, comprising Brunei, Cambodia, In- 
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, i$ 
the largest US export market after Europe and 
Japan. It is one of the world’s most rapidly 
growing area, with more than 500 million 
people. 


RP-China pact 
on extradition 


in effect in March 


THE EXTRADITION TREATY that 
the Philippines signed with China 
five years ago will finally take effect 
next month, ог 30 days after the for- 
mal exchange of documents in 
Manila today. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romu- 
Jo and Chinese Ambassador Li Jin- 
jun will exchange the Instruments 
of Ratification at the offices of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs this 
afiemoon, marking the final stage 
ofthe treaty enforcement. 

The treaty was signed in Beijing. 
оп Oct. 30, 2001 by the then Justice 
Secretary Hemando Perez and Min- 
ister Tang Jiaxuan of China's foreign 
affairs minismy during the state visit 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"(The extradition treaty) will 
lend crucial support to existing bl- 
lateral cooperation frameworks on 
Jaw enforcement and judicial mat- 
ters, particularly drug trafficking 
and transnational crimes," the DFA 
said in astatement. Volt Contreras 


news.com. Waem was be- 
lieved to have been driven 
to murder by family and fi- 
nancial problems, the re- 
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Power 
shortage 
in South 
—Napocor 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WHILE ALLAYING FEARS OF A POWER CRISIS 
in Luzon this year or the near future, the De- 
partment of Energy and National Power Corp. 
have both admitted gaps in the supply of elec- 
tricity in the Visayas and Mindanao grids. 

Napocor president Cyril del Callar said in a 
statement that the two grids had been experi- 
encing supply problems the last few months. 

According to Department of Energy fore- 
casts, the Visayas grid is expected to grow at 
an annual average rate of 6.2 percent be- 
tween 2006 and 2015, while the Mindanao 
grid is seen to grow at 6.5 percent. 

Considering these numbers, the DOE said the 
critical years for the Visayas and Mindanao grids 
should start in 2008 and 2006, respectively. 

Del Callar said that, for the long term, 72 
megawatts (MW) of new capacity should be 
added to the Visayas grid by 2008, and anoth- 
er 57 MW in Mindanao in 2009, “if we are to 
avert a power crisis in these two grids.” 

‘With no new capacities coming on stream 
in the two grids the past few years, the DOE 
said several mitigating measures had been 
putor would be put into place to ensure that. 
there would be no huge power shortfalls in 
the Visayas and Mindanao. 

These include the ongoing strengthening of 
transmission systems on the islands, the transfer 
to Mindanao of several power barges, and the 
commissioning of the new 210-MW Mindanao 
coal power plant by end-December, the DOE said. 

Del Callar said the power supply in Mindanao 
was expected to geta big boost from the new coal- 
fired power plant, the first such facility in the grid. 

1а the Visayas, he said the Leyte-Cebu and 
Cebu-Mactan transmission line interconnection. 
and uprating projects last year were expected to 
enhance the distribution of available power in 
the region, particularly the excess capacity from 
geothermal power-endowed Leyte. 

‘Also, the construction of a 200-MW coal- 
fired power plant is ongoing in Naga, Cebu, a 
project of the second largest independent 
power producer, Kepco Philippines Согр and 
listed firm Saleon Power Corp. 
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liriam: ABS-CBN may have to pay 


do i 
p 
‘By Philip C. Tubeza 

syl 

TBVESTIGATORS. MAY STILL BE LOOKING 
“tothe circumstances of the “Wowowee” 
ampede, but ABS-CBN is liable for it under 
Philippine penal laws, according to ; Sen. Miri- 
am Defensor-Santiago. 

‘The network is liable for reckless impru- 
dence and will have to compensate the in- 
'jured as well as the families of the dead, said 
Santiago, a former regional trial court judge. 

Santiago said her "educated guess" was 
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that ABS-CBN would have to pay P200,000 to 
each family of the dead, and P100,000 to each 
ofthe injured. 

With 74 dead and around 500 injured, “Ithe 
compensation] is going to be painful,” the sen- 
ator said. [ПЕ] going to be a big ouch.” 

Santiago based her educated guess on the 
P50,000 “value” that Philippine law gives to 
each lost life, the compensation for loss of in- 
come, and the damages that the network 
‘would have to pay the victims. 

‘And even if certain ABS-CBN officials were 
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charged and convicted, they might not serve 
their jail sentences because the maximum 
penalty for them is only four years, which will 
allow them to apply for “probation,” she said. 

"When something of this nature takes 
place, what does the law say? Well, the law 
says: That is not a crime [but] a half-crime. 
The technical term is ‘quasi-offense,’ and the 
[pertinent] provision ... is found in the penal 
code," Santiago said. 

“Itis, in effect, a very special crime because 
although it does not have all the characteris- 
tics ofa crime, still there is sentencing both in 
imprisonment and in payment of damages,” 
she said. 


Reckless imprudence 

This was how Santiago explained the mat- 
ter: 

Under US law, a quasi-offense is a “tort,” 
and the offender is the “tort feaser.” 

In this case, ABS-CBN is the tort feaser be- 
cause it sponsored the show. And the tort is 
reckless imprudence. 

Who among the officals of ABS-CBN 
should be held responsible is a question for 
the courts to decide. Still, the network is li- 
able for the tort. 

To illustrate, Santiago said: “[Say] you 
have a house and there's a banana peel there 
and your guest slips on it and hurts his hand. 
You are liable to your guest.” 

She said the network's actions after the 
stampede—accepting responsibility for it and 
helping the victims—were already an "admis- 
sion in law” of its liability 

“When people deliberately set out to at- 
tract a huge crowd in the tens of thousands, 
already the level of precaution that should be 
undertaken by the tort feaser should immedi- 
ately rise,” Santiago said. 

She reiterated her call for a Senate inquiry 
into the issue, saying: "This is a new phe- 
nomenon, this mass entertainment scheme. I 
think the law has not been able to keep up 
with modern developments in entertain- 
ment.” 
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Militants question cops 
1 


ACTIVISTS HAVE A QUESTION 
for Director Vidal Querol, chief 
of the National Capital Region 
Police Office: Why is the Philip- 
pine National Police so quick to 
dispatch scores of men to a 
protest rally attended by only a 
few hundred people, and yet 
fail to act immediately when 
thousands start converging out- 
side the gates of the PhilSports 
Arena? 

Querol had earlier said that 
“Wowowee” organizers were 
the ones calling the shots, and 
that the police should not be 
blamed for the stampede. 

He had also said that normal- 
ly the police did not “aggressive- 
ly interfere" with the operations 
of such extravaganzas because 
millions of pesos in investments 
could be involved, and the po- 
lice did not want to be blamed if 
a show went bankrupt. 

‘Activists pointed out that 
the police were employing a 
‘double standard” in dealing 
with large crowds. 

“Tr is hard to believe that the 
PNP would stay on the side- 
lines while 30,000 people were 
massing at the Ultra gates. The 
police cannot say that it is cus- 
tomary for them not t 


vene in such occasions,” said 


Renato Reyes, secretary gener- 
al of the militant Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan. 

“When there is a rally of even 
a few hundred people, the police 
would immediately intervene 
and make their presence felt. 
Here we have a mob of 30,000 
people and the police were 
caught flat-footed,” Reyes said. 

Bayan members often clash 
with antiriot cops during 
protest actions. 


"Usual enthusiasm" 

Reyes wondered why the po- 
lice did not show their "usual 
enthusiasm" in dealing with 
the "Wowowee" crowd. 

He said that during street 
protests last year, the PNP re- 
peatedly invoked "public safe- 
ty and public inconvenience" 
as the reasons it was regulating 
mass actions. 

“If the PNP was so con- 
cerned about issues of public 
safety and public inconve- 
nience, as it was in the past, 
then it did not have to wait to 
be invited to the coordinating 
meetings of the event organiz- 
ers,” Reyes said. 

"Querol should stop making 
excuses for the Pasig police,” 
he added. 


Pasig gov't, cops ... 


From page Al 


the documents submitted.” 

He said the prosecutors would 
improve on the “incomplete” re- 
port of the inter-agency Task 
Force Ultra cochaired by interior 
Undersecretary Marius Corpus 
and Mayor Eusebio, and “gather 
all the evidence that would really 
stand in court." 

But he defended the members 
of the fact-finding team, saying 
they had been given limited time. 
This was why, he said, the DOJ 
panel would “adopt and expand” 
on the team's report. 

In Pasig, Eusebio said he was 
“open to any investigation.” 

He also said it was the organiz- 
ers of the noontime show 
"Wowowee" who were to blame 
for the stampede аг Фе 
PhilSports Arena (formerly Ul- 
tra). 

Eusebio was reacting to state- 
ments from ABS-CBN officials 
suggesting that the Pasig govern- 
ment and police could also be 
held liable for the tragedy. 

He said the city government 
had deployed enforcers and po- 
licemen to the area even if there 
had been “no coordination” with 
the show organizers. 


Wrapping up 

ABS-CBN has pegged its count 
ofthe dead at 71. 

At a press conference, Tina 
Monzon-Palma, program director 
of ABS-CBN Foundation’s Bantay 
Bata, said the network was nearly 
done with the funeral arrange- 
ments for the victims and would 
now focus on helping rebuild the 
lives of those left behind. 

"We have pretty much covered 
the needs of the victims [concern- 
ing funeral services]," she said. 

Маон Manalastas, ABS-CBN 
vice president for corporate af- 
fairs, added that of those injured, 
only five remained in hospitals. 

‘Amid reports that the network 
was making the families of the 
victims sign quit-claim waivers, 
Palma said ABS-CBN was pre- 
pared to go beyond covering 
‘medical and funeral expenses. 

She said a “needs assessment” 
of the vietims’ situation would de- 
termine the amount or quality of 
aid they would receive, 

"We will look at all their needs. 
If we can help with the education 
of children who lost their parents, 
we will face that,” Palma said. 

“If some of them lost their jobs 
[because of injuries], we'll look at 
their skills and help them start a 
business or get ajob,” she said. 


Varying needs 

Palma said she did not want to go 
into the details of how much went 
to whom because each familys 
needs would differ from another. 

“(For instance,] one of them 
was from Surigao, so there would 
be a bigger expense for shipping 
the body,” she said, 

Asked if there was a uniform 
amount given to each family, Palma 
said: "It would be белег if you .. 
asked them. Go to the 71 families 
and ask them individually. fm sure 
youll beable to put it together. 

*1 cannot give you a blanket 
amount about this or that per- 
son's needs for this situation, be- 
cause each case is different." 

Palma said she did not know 


how much ABS-CBN had spent 
оп the victims’ needs so far: “We 
haven't actually counted the ex- 
penses for the funeral and medi- 
cal services." 

On the subject of the supposed 
quit-claim waivers, Palma said 
ABS-CBN had no intention of 
evading responsibility for the 
tragedy. ` 

“We're not pointing fingers at 
anyone here,” she said, adding in 
Filipino: “This is us. We did the 
inviting. We set it up.” 

She also said that the matter 
was still the subject of investiga- 
tion, and that she was not in a po- 
sition to comment on who was re- 
sponsible. 


More people 

Gonzalez. said that from the 
four ABS-CBN officials recom- 
mended for criminal prosecution, 
the list could include more peo- 
ple, including police officials and 
personnel assigned in Pasig. 

Told that "Wowowee" organiz- 
ers had claimed that they had 
called the police for help two 
hours before the stampede, he 
said: “That is now a matter of evi- 
dence. [Investigators] will have 
tolook into that." 

Gonzalez also said the Pasig 
police could be charged adminis- 
tratively. 

He said they could be held li- 
able if they are found to have vio- 
lated “standard operating proce- 
dures" in not immediately re- 
sponding to the call for 
crowd-dispersal assistance from 
the show organizers, 

He agreed with the observa- 
tion of ABS-CBN executives that 
‘Task Force Ultra should not have 
immediately cleared the police of 
liability 


Revillame 

Gonzalez reiterated that even 
“Wowowee” host Willie Revillame 
could be included in the complaint, 
noting that even if the latrer had 
claimed to have no say in 
‘rowd-control preparations, he vis- 
ited the show venue three nights in 
arowpriortothe stampede. 

"Therefore, he should have 
known what was the situation on 
the ground. He should have re- 
ported [it to the organizers] be- 
cause there were three emergency 
meetings [held prior to the stam- 
pede]," Gonzalez said, adding: 

* don't think he was in total 
control of the show, but he was 
involved.” 

‘Asked about Eusebio's possible 
liability, Gonzalez said there was 
"nothing" that could “really pin 
down" the mayor “because he 
merely issued the permit.” 

For now, Gonzalez said, the 
biggest responsibility fell on the 
show organizers, for producing the 
show and inviting the people there, 

He said the permit issued to the 
organizers showed that they had 
been assigned to control the 
crowd. “The portion of that street 
given to them by way of the permit 
was their responsibility” he said. 

As for Eugenio Lopez Ш, 
ABS-CBN chair and CEO, his act 
of owning responsibility for the 
tragedy has served to strengthen 
a class suit that some victims are 
reportedly planning to file, Gon- 
zalez said, With reports from Ed- 
зоп C. Tandoc Jr. and Luige A. 
del Puerto 
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Sale of 2 sequeste 


By Alcuin Papa. 


AFTER REPEATED ANNOUNCE- 
ments of their possible sale in the 
past, the privatization of se- 
questered television stations RPN 
9 and IBC 13 may finally happen 
in the next two months. 
Presidential Commission on 
Good Government Commissioner 


GARCIA 

Sandigan junks 
plea to dismiss 
case vs Garcia 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS DENIED THE 
motion filed by the wife of former Armed 
Forces comptroller Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia 
seeking the dismissal of the P143-million for- 
feiture case filed by the government against 
their family. 

In a 13-page resolution dated Jan. 24, the 
antigraft court's Fourth Division held that it 
had original and exclusive jurisdiction over 
the case as it threw out the arguments of 
Clarita Garcia and her children lan Carl, Juan 
Paolo and Timothy Mark. 

Mrs. Garcia and her sons had claimed the 
case should have been dismissed because the 
summons was not personally served on them 
but on General Garcia. 

While agreeing that there was an improper. 
service of summons which resulted in the fail- 
ure of the court to obtain jurisdiction over 
Mrs. Garcia and her children, the Fourth Divi- 
sion pointed out that the government had ev- 
ery right to request for an “alias” summons 
against them. 


‘Failure to prosecute’ 

Likewise, it held that there was no basis for the 
defendants’ claim that the government had 
abandoned the case through its “failure to prose- 
cute within an unreasonable period of four 
months" since the case was filed on July 5, 2005 

‘The court pointed out that contrary to the 
respondents’ allegations, the case had not ain 
dormant as government lawyers served the 
summons on General Garcia and his family at 
his place of detention at Camp Aguinaldo and 
filed a motion for alternative service of sum- 
mons in August 2005 following the nonap- 
pearance at the hearings of Mrs. Garcia and 
the children. 

"This intervening period can hardly be reck- 
опей as delay constitutive of failure to prose- 
cute inasmuch as the objective of those inci- 
dents was precisely the service of summons. 
Given these circumstances, the delay in the 
proper service of summons did not amount to 
a failure to prosecute for an unreasonable peri- 
od of time,” the Sandiganbayan declared. 

The court also held that there was no basis 
for the defendants’ claim that the filing of the 
forfeiture case was superfluous as the govern- 
ment had already filed a plunder case against 
them and the forfeiture case would only ex- 
pose them to double jeopardy. 

Plunder, the court explained, was criminal 
їп nature while a forfeiture proceeding was a 
civil case. 

"The principle of double jeopardy does not 
apply. (It) refers to jeopardy of punishment 
for the same offense. Since the forfeiture case 
under Republic Act No. 1379 does not consti- 
tute an offense, the filing of a case under itis 
not barred by the conviction or acquittal of 
the respondents in the plunder ease,” it said. 


es 


Ricardo Abcede said the agency 
жаз bent on disposing of the TV 
stations as soon as possible as the 
government cannot be involved 
in the media industry 

“My feeling is the government 
has no business being in media. We 
need to dispose of these. They have 
been losing [money] and there are 
parties who have expressed inter- 
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networks may finally happe 


est. The sooner we dispose of [the 
stations], the better,” Abcede said. 
He explained that CLSA Ex- 
change, a financial group which won. 
the right to be the financial adviser 
to RPN and IBC, was already in the 
process of studying all aspects ofthe 
sale ofthe two television stations. 
Gerry Reyes, Abcede's chief of 
staff, said the commission has al- 


n in 2 months 


А major concern, however, are 
the possible labor cases that em- 
ployees of the networks might 
file, he said. 

"The employees are for privati- 
zation but if they are not happy 
with the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds, they can do something to 
‘oppose it ultimately,” he said. 

‘Another consideration would be 


red TV 


ready drawn up with a timetable. 
"There is good chance by 
March or April, АРМ 9 and IBC 13 
may be privatized except for pos- 
sible legal impediments that may 
be thrown in the way,” he said. 
Abcede said that based on the 
POGGS valuation of the assets of the 
two stations, IBCS fiscal assets are 
substantial but RPN 9 has "very litle.” 


the retention of employees, апу, 

“There is a possibilty that the 
buyer of these networks will ab- 
sorb some of them. A lot of them 
have the technical expertise be- 
cause they have been there for a 
Jong time, Maybe the buyer will 
just update the equipment facili- 
ties. I think what is important here 
is the franchise," Abcede said. 
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Abueva says bishops misinformed on Cha-cha 


Bý Christian V. Esguerra 


THE MAN TAPPED TO SPEAR- 
head the drive to amend the Con- 
stitution yesterday slammed 
Catholic bishops for condemning 
the purported haste of the Arroyo 
administration in pushing for 
changes in the document. 

*] think its not hasty: I think this 
isa misinformed view of the CBCR" 
said Dr. Jose Abueva, chair of the 
Consultative Commission on Con- 
stitutional Reform, the body creat- 
ей by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to recommend amendments to the 


1987 Constitution. 

‘The commission is proposing a 
shift to a parliamentary form of 
government and the scrapping of 
the 2007 elections. 

‘Speaking at the Bishops-Busi- 
nessmen’s Conference (BBC) on 
Charter Change in Makati, Abue- 
va said there was no rush at all 
because the campaign had been 
going on for “many, many years." 

He pointed out that the Citi- 
zens Movement for a Federal 
Philippines had initiated the ef- 
fortin 1999 and thatthe 11th and 
12th Congresses had tackled pro- 
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posals to amend the Constitu- 
tion. 

“Let us have a sense of history. 
Let us be empirical. Let us not say 
things that are not true, that 
Charter change is being hastily 
foisted on the people, Abueva 
said. 

Tn a pastoral statement dated 
Jan. 29, the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) said it was not support- 
ing "hasty efforts to change this 
fundamental law of the land 
without the widespread discus- 
sion and participation that such 
changes require.” 


Change of heart 

Abueva was also not buying 
the bishops position that a 
change of heart or in character 
"was far more important than a 
shift to a federal-parliamentary 
system of government. 

"Christianity has been trying to 
do that for two millennia and she 
continues to do so but that is not 
the only way to bring about 
change,” he said. 

‘Institutions also need change. 
‘There are many defeatist and 


‘wrong conclusions and assump- 
tions. (But) as a matter of fact, in- 
stitutions do matter" 

The BBC, started in 1971 by 
the late Jaime Cardinal Sin and 
businessman Vicente Jayme, ini- 
tiated its own "traveling forums" 
for three months in six key areas 
nationwide to seek the public 
pulse. 

Its national executive commit- 
tee includes CBCP president 


ishop Angel Lagdameo. 

Participants in the nationwide 
consultation raised issues rang- 
ing from the timing and real mo- 
tivation of the initiative to 
whether it was really the answer 
to the country’s woes, BBC offi- 
cial Jose Concepcion Jr. said in 
his presentation yesterday. 


Last-ditch effort 

“Charter change is the last- 
ditch effort of the President to 
stay in power,” read part of the 
summary ofthe findings. 

"The proposals for Charter 
change were met with much 
doubt and suspicion. The senti- 
ment of many was that the coun- 
trys problems—corruption and 
poverty—would not necessarily 
be resolved with changing the 
Charter. Many also felt that the 
timing and agenda behind Char- 
ter change is suspect.” 

Rep. Constantino Јагаша, 
chair of the House committee on 
constitutional amendments, said 
this sentiment was observed most 
likely because the respondents 
меге deciding on the issue based 
on their opinions of Ms Arroyo. 


The CBCP earlier urged the 
public to relentlessly pursue the 
truth about the Presidents al- 
leged manipulation of the 2004 
election. 

“That is exactly the opposition 
line,” Abueva said, suggesting 
that one way to settle the issue 
would be to continue the election 
protest of vice presidential candi- 
date Loren Legarda. 

Since the election returns also 
contained votes for presidential 
candidates, Abueva sald.that re- 
solving the Legarda complaint 
would also “confirm who really 
won in the presidential election." 

Abueva shared the CBCP ob- 
servation that there was indeed a 
lack of accountability in public 
service. 

Lack of accountability is mani- 
fested when no public official 
“answers or assumes responsibili- 
ty for failure of governance or the 
inability of our government to 
solve our problems, which are 
getting worse and worse over the 
years," he said. 

The issue could be resolved by 
strengthening political parties, he 
said. 
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royo said Charter change “must be 
achieved by the middle of this year” 

‘The Lakas national directorate re- 
jected former President Fidel Ramos’ 
proposal that Ms Arroyo cut short her 
term in 2007 to pave the way for a 
parliamentary form of government. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia proposed 
а French-style transition parliamen- 
tary government under which Ms Ar- 
royo would remain president but 
share some of her powers with a 
prime minister who would be the 
chief operating officer. 

Puno expressed confidence that 
Cha-cha proponents had the numbers 
to comply with the three-fourths 
vote, or 195 members of both the 
House of Representatives and the 

senate, voting jointly, to introduce 
‘any amendment to, or revision of, 
ihe Constitution.” x 

"51 think we have more than 195. 
What is most important is that the 
votes are already there," he said. 


Cha-cha express 


Puno said three to four senators 


and three opposition House members 
would soon board the Cha-cha ex- 
press driven by De Venecia. 

“If we have 195, ifs up to them 
(House leaders) what legal path they 
will take," he sid, issuing his first cat- 
egorical endorsement of the De Vene- 
cia formula to end what the Speaker 
described as the perennial *gridlock 
and paralysis" between the executive 
and legislative branches of govern- 
ment. 

But a number of senators claim 
that under a constituent assembly, 
any amendment to the Constitution 
must be approved by a three-fourths 
vote of the House and of the Senate, 
voting separately. 

In the 24-seat Senate, 18 votes are 
needed to approve any amendment. 
Since there are 23 senators at pre- 
sent, only six votes would be needed 
torejectit. a. oa 

Sen. Joker Arroyo haġ said that Ms 
Arroyo and Каті could get the sup- 
port of only six senators on Charter 
change. 

"Without the Senate's support, 
Congress could mot convene a con- 
stituent assembly and change the Con- 


stitution, according to the senators. 


Can't wait for Senate 

Puno supported Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte's position that 
debating specifie constitutional 
amendments—as the House commit- 
tee on constitutional amendments 
was doing—even before determining 
the mode of amending the Charter 
was like putting the cart before the 
horse. 

De Venecia, however, said that the 
chamber had already prioritized and 
approved last year House Resolution 
No. 26, which seeks to convert 
Congress into a constituent assembly 
to pave the way for the creation of a 
unicameral parliament under a par- 
liamentary system. 

With the resolution stuck in the 
Senate, the House had to debate the 
specific amendments in the mean- 
time to save time, the Speaker said, 

“We cannot wait for the Senate. 
Time is running out. The argument 
for a prompt shift to a parliame- 
natary-federal type is so powerful 
and, I think, the only way out of this 
political crisis," De Venecia said. 


Palace moves toward 


From page Al 


“The Palace has always maintained an 
open line to former President Estrada,” said 
Defensor, whose transfer from the Depart- 

| ment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources to the Palace would allow him to de- 
vote more time to Ms Arroyo's reconcilia- 
tion initiatives. 

But Defensor maintained that he had not 
yet talked to Estrada since the opposition’s 
| show of solidarity on Sunday. 


reconciliation with Erap 


Former President Fidel Ramos was asked 
yesterday on his return from a business trip to 


Bangladesh about the possibility of an al- 
liance between Estrada and Aquino, who was 
in the forefront of the campaign to oust Estra- 
da in 2001 

“Let them stay together,” Ramos said, dis- 
missing suggestions that he would join the 


two ex-Presidents. 


Former President Corazon Aquino, Senate 


| President Franklin Drilon and actress Susan 

| Roces—widow of presidential candidate Fer- 

| nando Poe Jr.—joined Estrada in a thanksgiv- 

| ing Mass at the San Juan Medical Center fol- 
lowing the ousted leader’s successful correc- 
tive eye surgery. 


Estrada more formidable 
The opposition gathering was unprece- 
| dented since Aquino and Driton broke away 
from Ms Arroyo at the height of calls for the 
Presidents resignation last July over allega- 
tions she stole the 2004 presidential election. 
The 58-year-old President has denied the 


exes.” 


Joining an alliance of the former Presi- 
dents, Ramos said, would depend on the per 
formance of the ex-Presidents. 


Filipinos want performance 

“lrs the performance, not personal or 
working individual relationships,” Ramos 
said. “It is your performance that must be the 
gauge of whatever relationship you have as 


Ramos noted that retired heads of state in 


other countries continued to “devote their 
time and energy for the common good and 
not in pursuing any business, personal, or pri- 
vate or hidden agend: 
“With due respect to everybody,” he said, 
Filipinos want “to see performance more 
than commitment, promises and inten- 
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charges. 

A Palace source, who refused to be identi- 
fied because of his sensitive post in the recon- 
ciliation efforts, said that Malacahang was 

| taking a more deliberate pace in touching 
base with Estrada. 

The source said Estrada was still not in the 
mood to start reconciliation talks with any 
Palace emissary. He noted Estrada had been 
detained for five years while on trial on plun- 

| der charges. 
1 Malacafiang considers Estrada а more 
к force than Aquino because of his 
ig following among the masses which was 
Available at TicketWorld or contact 0919-6810552 | wy хок fons wit m were a 
For the benefit of the House of Refuge Foundation | higher priority, the source said. 
| New legal chief for speedy trial 
While Malacafiang is set to reopen recon- 


ciliation talks with Estrada, its legal depart- 
ment has expressed its desire to speed up his 


tions." 

As for the coming 20th anniversary of Edsa 
1, Ramos urged the country to move on. 

“TIl just say simply to all: Let us just move 
forward," he said. 

(Let's) stop harping on the past when we 
did not perform that well. But certainly we 
should learn from the past ifat certain periods 
we performed very well,” he said. 

“ез a matter of exploiting the opportuni- 
ty that’s there so that we can move for- 
ward.” 

Ramos said that certainly, the bloodless 
revolution should still be commemorated, es- 
pecially because lives were sacrificed leading 
to the ouster of the late strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

He mentioned the assassination of former 
Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr, husband of 
former President Aquino, 


Inspired other countries 

Ramos also said that Edsa 1 also inspired 
many other countries to fight for their own 
democracies. This is something that the 
Philippines should be proud of, Ramos said, 

However, Ramos said he had yet to be in- 
formed of the plans for the celebration of the 
Edsa anniversary which would take place two 
weeks from now. 
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Newly appointed Presidential Chief Legal 
Counsel Antonio Eduardo B. Nachura said: 
“Policywise and based on the Constitution, an 
accused is entitled to a speedy trial and this 
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5 ex-generals face eviction from camps 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


WHILE THE MILITARY CLAIMS IT 1$ HARD- 
pressed to provide housing for its soldiers, re- 
tired generals continue to enjoy comfortable. 
quarters inside military camps. 

Three retired generals, including President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo's former senior military 
aide, face eviction today from their quarters 
inside Camp Aguinaldo where they have been 
overstaying for months. 

Former Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. 
Alberto Braganza retired on Sept. 10, 2005, 
but managed to hang on to his quarters—a 
bungalow with a garage and garden. 

Braganza became President Arroyo's first 
senior military aide after she took over from 
the ousted Joseph Estrada in January 2001 


А month after retiring, Braganza took his. | 


oath as “undersecretary for external affairs” 
ofan unknown department. 


Also set to be evicted today are Brig. Gen. | 


Ramon Santos, who also retired in Septem- 
ber, and former 2nd Infantry Division com- 
mander Maj. Gen. Efren Ооп who retired in 
December. 


Stay of eviction 

Santos, who co-chairs the government-Mo- 
xo Islamic Liberation Front joint coordinating 
committee on the cessation of hostilities, had 
asked for a stay of eviction until the Christmas 
holidays, but went on to overstay. 

‘The three generals were given until today 
to leave their quarters for which they had 
been paying rent of only P1,000 a month, ac- 
cording to camp commander Brig. Gen. Jove- 
nal Narcise. 

"We're doing this to give way to younger of- 
ficers who are making do with small quarters 
even though their families have grown,” said 
Narcise, who assumed command of Aguinal- 
do in February 2005. 

"There will be no more reprieve,” he said. 

Аз of yesterday afternoon, there were no 
signs that Braganza and his family were 
preparing to move out of the house at 435 
Arevalo St. Reporters saw a BMW sedan 
and a Mitsubishi Lancer parked in the 
garage and some clothes hanging from a 
clothesline. 


Housing program 

Ms Arroyo herself had acknowledged that 
housing was a major problem in the military. 

At the height of the coup rumors against 
her last month, she announced the release of 
P1.5 billion for the housing program for sol- 
diers. 

Under military housing regulations, offi- 
cers and enlisted personnel have 30 to 60 
days after the end of their tour of duty to va- 
cate their quarters. 

Braganza must have known this since he 
served as camp commander of Aguinaldo in 


Indons top 
list of sex 
slaves 

in Japan 


JAPAN REPORTED A 
record number of for- 
eign sex slaves for the 
second consecutive 
year in 2005, with In- 
donesians making an 
appearance in signifi 
cant numbers for the 
first time, police said 
Thursday. 

"The National Police 
Agency reported that 
117 foreign women 
were recovered in 
2005, up by 40 from 
the previous year and 
the highest number 
since it began compil- 
ing statistics in 2001. 

indonesians were 
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T 1998. 
| He was not qualified to avail of housing at 
the camp—which has only about 1,000 resi- 
dential units—since the regulations disquali- 
fy those who already have homes in Metro 
Manila. 

Braganza reportedly owns a house in Roxas 
district in Quezon City. 

Last month two overstaying senior officers 
were finally evicted, namely, Commodore Sal- 
vador Esguerra, who retired in May 2005, and 
Col. Edmundo Gamad who was attrited from 
the service in March 2005. 

Last August, Capt. Marlon Mendoza was 
evicted from his quarters at Camp Aguinal- 
do just days after testifying at a Senate hear- 
ing that he had heard ex-Election Commis- 
sioner Virgilio Garcillano boasting that al- 
Тегей gambling lord Bong Pineda had given 
P300 million to the President's campaign 
kitty. 

А military spokesperson said Mendoza was 
evicted because he had not paid rent for sev- 
eral months. 
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the largest group of 
victims with 44 wom- 
еп recovered іп 2005, 
up from zero in 2004. 

Women from the 
Philippines were the 
second biggest group 
with 40 vietims, up 
from 13 in 2004, fol- 
lowed by 21 from 
‘Thailand, down from 
48. 

‘The numbers are 
believed to represent 
only a fraction of the 
problem in Japan, 
"where prostitution is 
illegal but widely tol- 
erated. 

Japan last year be- 
gan imposing tighter 
requirements т 
visas given to "enter- 
tainers” after a damn- 
ing 2004 study by US 
state department 
found that many 
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women who arrived 
legally were drawn 
into sex slavery. 

The new rules 
sparked protests out- 
side the Japanese 
Embassy in Manila. 
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the WORLD 
US: Syria, Iran fanning cartoons rage: 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED STATES ОМ lh, sid: “I call upon the govem- comes the responsibilty to be Europe and асо the Muslim ously, anything that vilifies che 
+ ‘ments around the world tostop the thoughtful about others,” he told world, with attacks on West 4 e 
Wednesday accused Syra and Ian of using ће етв тейт плиты тонн арамей шй uptime ms cya 
international row over cartoons of the Prophet propery to protect the lives ofin- Those comments highlighted the of 13 as of early Wednesday. sibilities needs to be condemhed; 
Mohammed to incite anti-West sentiment and vi- заг nn esee ame a a e Abdullah, the first Muslim Фе monarch said. Ё ARR 
9 In his frst public remarks on the respect for press freedom with the world leader to discuss 
olence for their own purposes. gob furor Bush said he and Ab- needs of public diplomacy to reach the issue with Bush 
jullah both rejected violence as а out to the Muslim world enraged by since the controver 
‘As Washington grappled with es. And the world ought to cal way to express discontent with the caricatures ofisiam’sholiestfigure. flared last week, ao ten 
mounting anger among Muslims them on it,” she said. press. But the US president had a US officials privately express sought a middie line. RUG) + Canon: Olivetti * Savin 
over publcaon ofthe сабашат Rice went further than previous sem message for the media zs frustration with the situation, “With all respect to | Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS 
im Western newspapers, President US statements which accused wel "which has seen violence erupt іп press freedoms, obvi- = ae, 
George W. Bush condemned the vi- Tehran and Damascus of not doing “We believeina free PUE T = 
lence while admonishing the me- enough to rein in the violent press, and also recog- зе 
dia to be more “thoughtful” of oth- protests over the satirical images of nize that with freedom TERIS Ey à 


ез. Mohammed first published in а comes responsibilities, d Gus 
But Secretary of State Con- Danish paper. that with freedom ORIGIANL IMITATOIN ina Se ERA 
ety 
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tration, with stoking sectarian feel- е burning of diplomatic facilities x ттс DN 
ings. or threats to diplomatic facilities | AsmEcURE ТӘШ" (te Beer weet BAB ety 
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Foreign Minister Тарі Livni, Rice The United States and Europe | tamis badea iei causes Bail poe o 
said some Muslim countries were have recently assailed Iran over its _ [Bret gum disease, кой dec osese we ol know Ga hen quiy i тобоо, purity in 
behaving responsibly but there are nuclear program and pressured | mimes кыеш, Баа aaa IU ч 
governments that have also used Syria over йз involvement in premiere] - UNE Sts C innt He К в ТО Natural 
this opportunity to incite violence.” Lebanon and alleged role in the жилы ope розу the эси fond ire te 
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Iraq utilities worse off now 
than before US occupation 


"WASHINGTON—VIRTUALLY EVERY MEA- 
sure of the performance of Iraq's ой, electri 
ty, water and sewerage sectors has fallen be- 
low pre-invasion values even though $16 bil- 
lion of US taxpayer money has already been 
disbursed in the Iraq reconstruction program, 
several government witnesses told the Senate. 
Foreign Relations Committee on Wednesday. 
ОҒ seven different measures of infrastruc- 
ture performance presented at the committee 
hearing by the inspector general's office, only 
опе was above pre-invasion values. 
$" "Those that had slumped below those values 
"were electrical generation capacity, hours of 
‘power available in a day in Baghdad, oil and 
heating oil production and the numbers of 
Час} with drinkable water and sewage ser- 
vice. Only the hours of power available to 
Iraqis outside Baghdad had increased over pre- 


Coalition 
shrinking 
significantly 


By William J. Kole 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA—THE UKRAINIANS ARE 
long gone. So are the Norwegians. The Ital- 
ians and South Koreans are getting ready to 
leave, and the Britons and Japanese could be- 
gin packing their bags later this year. 

Slowly but steadily, US allies in Iraq are 
drawing down or pulling out as Iraqi forces 
take more responsibility for securing the co 
my By years end, officials say, the co. 
tion—now 25 nations supporting a dwindling 
US contingent of 138,000—may shrink notice- 
ably. 

‘The continuing withdrawals and reductions 
will test the Iraqis ability to tamp down attacks 
and rebuild, said Anthony Cordesman of the 
‘Washington-based Center for Strategic and In- 
temational Studies, warning in a new report: 
"Tt is too soon to predict the extent to which 
Iraqi forces can eventually replace coalition 
forces.” 


British withdrawal 

Britain, with about 8,000 troops in Iraq, is 
the United States’ most important coalition айу. 
Officials repeatedly have said they hope to be- 
gin bringing home some of those troops later 
this year, though Defense Secretary John Reid 
has played down recent reports that Britain has 
settled on a timetable for withdrawal. 

“We are going to hand over to the Iraqi secu- 
rity forces... whenever they are ready to defend 
their own democracy. We are there as long as 
же are needed and no longer,” Reid said in a re- 
cent interview in London, stressing that any 
withdrawal would be done in stages. 

On Tuesday, however, he also made clear 
that "if things in Iraq continue to progress as 
they are, there will be significantly fewer British 
forces there by next year" 

Poland's new president, Lech Kaczynski, said 
his country might keep its scaled-down contin- 
gent of 900 troops in Iraq into 2007. 

But other countries have abandoned the 
coalition, shrinking the overall size of the force 
to 157,500, including the roughly 138,000 US 
troops. The Pentagon says the American contin- 
gent itself has been cut to its lowest level since 
Tast summer, when a buildup for election secu- 
rity expanded the US force to about 160,000. 


38 used to be ‘willing’ 

In the months after the March 2003 inva- 
sion, the multinational force peaked at about 
300,000 soldiers from 38 nations—250,000 
from the United States, about 40,000 from 
Britain, and the rest ranging from 2,000 Aus- 
tralians to 70 Albanians. 

‘Among the larger contributors to pull out of 
Iraq was Ukraine, which withdrew its last con- 
tingent of 876 troops in December. 

Bulgaria also brought home its 380 infantry 
troops, and though it plans to send in 120 sol- 
diers by mid-March to help guard a refugee 
camp north of Baghdad, those will be noncom- 
bat forces with limited rules of engagement. 

Key coalition members such as South Korea 
and italy—the United States’ No. 2 and 3 part- 
ners in Iraq after Britain—will begin drawing 
down later this spring. 

South Korean officials say they plan to bring 
home about 1,000 of their 3,270 troops in 
phases this year from their current base in the 
northern region of Irbil, where they help train 
Iraqi security forces and provide security for UN 
officials stationed in the area. 

‘Although a timeframe and details have not 
been set, parliament in December approved the 
staged drawdown while extending the overall 
deployment to the end of the year. The South 
Koreans have not engaged in combat with in- 
surgents, but their deployment nonetheless has 
been highly unpopular back home. 

Italy, which has about 2,600 troops based in 
the southern city of Nasiriyah, announced last 
month it would withdraw all its forces by the 
end of 2006. Officials say the troops will be 
pulled out gradually and that the current con- 
tingent will be roughly halved by June, with 
civilians replacing soldiers in some tasks. 

Japan, which has 600 noncombat troops in 
Samawah to purify water and carry out other 
humanitarian tasks, has officially denied media 
reports that i plans to begin bringing its forces 
home as early as March, with the withdrawal 
“completed by May АР. 


war values. 

As Iraq's ой exports plummet and the coun- 
try remains saddled with tens of billions of dol- 
lars of debt, itis unclear where that money will 
come from, said one of the witnesses, Joseph A. 
Christoff, director of international affairs and 
trade at the Government Accountability Office. 

‘And those may not be the most serious prob- 
Jems facing the physical infrastructure, from 
pipelines and storage tanks to power lines and 
electrical switching stations, said 

In one sense, focusing on the plummeting 
infrastructure performance numbers “misses 
the point,” said Stuart W. Bowen Jr, the special 
inspector general for Iraq reconstruction, an in- 
dependent office. The real question, he said, is 
whether the Iraqi forces will ever be able to 
protect the infrastructure from insurgent at- 
tack. 


Energy is undeniably a part of our lives. This 
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This downsizing of expectations was striking. 
given that $30 billion US taxpayer money that 
has already been dedicated to reconstruction, 
according to an analysis by Christoff. Of that 
money, $23 billion has already been obligated 
to specific rebuilding contracts and $16 billion 
has been disbursed, Christof said. 

‘Bowen's office has pointed out that another 
$40 billion in Iraqi oil money and seized assets 
of Saddam Hussein's regime had also been 
rade available for reconstruction at one time 
or another. 

Christoff also brought another new figure to 
the hearing: He said that on a recent trip to 
Baghdad, he had been told by the US forces 
there that they would need another $3.9 billion 
to continue training and equipping Iraqi forces, 
in part so that they can better protect the infras- 
tructure. New York Times News Service 
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Now, it’s Africa that’s facing bird flu 


ABUJA—AFRICA FOR THE FIRST TIME 
faces a catastrophic epidemic of bird flu af 
ter ће deadly HSNI strain spread to the 
continent, devastating poultry and threat 
ening humans. 

For the past month chickens at a farm in 
Jaji in northern Nigeria have been dying of 
the disease, which Nigerian officials at 
first mistook for a bacterial infection 
known as bird cholera, Agriculture Minis 
ter Amadu Bello said. 

Now that the infection has been correct. 
ly identified at a United Nations laborato- 
ту in Italy, quarantine and culling proce- 
dures have been put in place, Bello said 

But an AFP reporter at Sambawa Fa 
found no sign of any quarantine opera- 
tion, and international experts warned 
that Africa's rickety health systems might 
not be able to cope with a big outbreak. 

“Ifthe situation in Nigeria gets out of con 
trol, it will have a devastating impact on the 
poultry population in the region, said Samuel 
Jutzi head of the UN Food and Agricultural 
Organization's (FAO) animal health division. 


twill seriously damage the livelihe 
of millions of people and it will incr 
the exposure of humans to the virus,” h 
warned. 

But traders in Kano, northern Niger 
main commercial center, said that similar 
mystery disease outbreaks have be 
ported across the region г 
were rushing sick birds to market in order 
to avoid a blockade. 

The World Heal 

As South Africa ai 
expected ni 


Organization said it 
out rhe outbreak. 
4 Mauritania 
o ban Nigerian poultry im- 
ports, experts warned that Africa's run- 
down public health infrastructure would 
to cope. 
“This is a worrying development 
means that the disease has got a foo 
on the continent,” Jean-Luc Angot, бері 
neral of the World Or 
for Animal Health (OIE), said. 
Africa doesn't have suffic 
tructure for veterinary 
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be affected,” he warned 

Tn Nairobi, Phillip Muthoka, a senior 
member of the Kenyan health ministrys 
Avian Influenza Task Force, said: "Many 
countries have trade links with Nigeria, 
this is serious." 

Kenya and other east African countries, 
which like Nigeria are threatened by mi- 
grating birds bringing flu from infected ar- 

Asia and Europe, are facing a 
drought which could make matters worse, 


"People are malnourished and their im- 
mune systems are down. Also, with the 
high rates of HIV/AIDS infection, this has 
the potential to be a catastrophe 

The government is cash-strapped al- 
ready from the drought. If avian flu comes 
home to roost this is going to be an uphill 
battle,” Muthoka warned, 

Duncan Mwangi, an immunologist with 
Nairobi-hased International Livestock Re- 
search Institute, said that culling birds was 
the only way to be sure of preventing the 
spread of the disease. 
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WORLDBRIEFS 
US Capitol scare 


WASHINGTON—A suspected nerve agent set off 
an alarm at a US Senate office building on 
Wednesday night, forcing the evacuation of about 
200 people, including several senators, police. 
and witnesses said, Tests on the material showed 
it was nota nerve agent, police said, and no onea 
was showing any symptoms. Tests were continù- 
ing. The Russel! Office building, across the street 
from the US Capitol where Congress meets, was 
evacuated after an alarm sounded indicating the 
possible presence of a nerve agent, police said. 
“Our tests initially indicated a nerve agent. A sub 
sequent test has indicated that it is not a nerve. 
agent," said Sgt. Kimberly Schneider of US Capi- 
tol police, standing outside the building. “Our ex- 
perts are determining what the nerve agent was 
right now,” Schneider said. Reuters 


Oil-for-food scandal 
SYDNEY—An Australian inquiry into alleged 
kickbacks paid to Iraq under the UN oil-for-ood 
program claimed its first scalp on Thursday with 
the resignation of the chief executive of wheat ex- 
porter AWB. The resignation of AWB boss An- 
drew Lindberg came inthe fourth week of an in- 
quiry which has detailed how the wheat exporter 
allegedly paid some $220 milllon in kickbacks to 
Secure $2.3 billon in wheat contracts with the 
regime of ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
under the 1996-2003 oil-tor-food program. The. 
inquiry was established у Prime Minister John 
Howard ater a UN report into the ol-for-food 
program named AWB as one of more than 2,000 
Companies which had paid kickbacks to Baghdad 
when ruled by Saddam Hussein. APP 


Haiti counts votes 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Hati—UN troops moved bal: 
lots by helicopter and mule across rural Haiti and 
the front-runner danced in a village square on 
Wednesday after the country’s first presidental 
election since Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted 
two years ago. Vote counting moved into high 
gear but election authorities did not release any 
Official results on Wednesday. They said they 
might have a few results on Thursday but a more 
Complete vote count would take atleast another 
{wo days. Tensions ran high and at least four peo- 
ple died in election-day incidents but a feared ex- 
Plosion of violence failed to materialize as 
Haitians cast ballots on Tuesday in what could 
prove the latest election to trouble Washington. 
US officials pressed Aristide to quit Haiti after a 
monthiong armed revolt in 2004 only to find his 
one-time ally Rene Preval the election favorite 
Reuters 


Action on global warming 
WASHINGTON—A group of 85 evangelical Chris- 
tian leaders on Wednesday backed legislation op- 
posed by the White House о cut carbon dioxide 
emissions, kicking off a campaign to mobilize ге 
ligious conservatives te combat global warmin 
The group which included mega-church pastors, 
Christian college presidents, religious broadcast 
ers and writers, also unveiled a full-page adver- 
tisement to run in Thursday's Now York Times 
and a television ad it hopes to screen nationally. 
"ith God's help, we can stop global warming for 
our kids, our world and our Lord," the television: 
Spot declared. The campaign by evangelicals co- 
incided with а call on Wednesday by a leading US 
think tank for the United States to take immediate 
stops to fight global warming, including working 
with other nations to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, Reuters 


Abortion drug ban debate 
CANBERRA—Australlan senators voted on 
Thursday to remove an effective ban on abortion 
drug RU-486 after two days of emotive, person- 
al and passionate debate that saw two high-pro- 
file politicians reveal their experiences with 
abortion. Senators voted 45 to 28 to remove the 
power of the health minister—currently conser-, 
Vative, Catholic, anti-abortionist Tony Ab- 
Bott- to veto applications from companies and, 
doctors who want to Import and prescribe RU- 
4496. The issue must now go to a vote In the low- 
er house, where the result is expected to be 
much closer. Prime Minister John Howard, who 
has flagged his support for the health minister's, 
veto, has allowed ай MPs to vote realy. Lyn AIT 
son, leader of the minority Australlan 
Democrats, told tho Senate she wanted RU-486. 
to be avallablo о women in Australia because 
she knew what it was lika to experienco a surgi- + 
tal abortion. "An estimated one in three women 
have had an abortion and | am one of those," Al- 
lison told parliament. “It Is galling listening to 
the men—and it is mostly men—who have such 
contempt for woman who terminate unwanted 
pregnancies, who have neither the compassion, 
nor the understanding of the huge and, for 
‘many, daunting task of taking an embryo the 
size ofa grain of rice toadulthood.” ^ Reuters 
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Selfish society 


S THE PEOPLE ARE, SO IS THEIR GOVERNMENT,” 
Ax Rizal once wrote. This is why he and so many 
of our 19th-century heroes were obsessed with in- 
spiring the ethical behavior and introspection required to 
build a responsible citizenry. Indeed, а common theme in 
the writings of Rizal and Apolinario Mabini is the need for 
self-restraint, a fundamental requirement for a country to 
Я produce good leaders, and keep leaders 
‘EDITORIAL from becoming obsessed with power 
and wealth. 

‚Те past few years saw a remarkable development, 
which normally despairing observers of society considera 
cause for hope. This is the growing habit of commuters to 
fall in line while waiting for public transportation. This 
has been accompanied by efforts to either convince or 
force jeepney and bus drivers to line up their vehicles 
while waiting for passengers. How often have we heard 
over the last few years that at last it seems we can muster 
the discipline to patiently wait in line? And do so without 
having to have soldiers waving bayonets like they did in 
the early years of martial law. 

There's the troubling question, though, of whether 
such a change is affecting only those who have jobs. One 
of the troubling discoveries from the ongoing investiga- 
tions of the "Wowowee" stampede was that the audience 
itself demonstrated little discipline, and that in the cru- 
cial moments leading to the horror that was the stam- 
pede, there was not only a lot of pushing and shoving but 
also people trying to cut the line, any way they could. 

This is not to pin blame on the huddled masses yearn- 
ing to be part of the show. This is not to diminish the cul- 
pability of ABS-CBN or of the Pasig City government, the 
Philippine National Police, or the PhilSports Arena man- 
agement. This is to point out that our national capacity 
for discipline is so superficial that the public should con- 
sider to what extent it has become a danger to itself. 

Several commentaries in the INquiREr’s editorial pages 
and in other media have suggested that there is a growing 
tendency for Filipinos from all walks of life to be less con- 
siderate of each other. There is even a growing meanness 
toward the aged, the infirm, the weak and the young. 
There is such a cult of success—and the wrong kind of 
success, because it worships only celebrity, wealth and in- 
fluence, regardless of how it was achieved—that leaves 
ош society increasingly fragmented. 

To be sure, this is nothing new: it has been pointed out 
that Philippine society was so fractured by World War П 
that it has never quite regained its cohesion since. Still at 
abasic level, Filipinos are more educated than at any time 
in the past. And while there are more and more of us, we 
should also be used to dealing with more and more of our 
fellow citizens on a daily basis. As a people, we are at 

least still capable of trying to resist a culture that thrives 
on fixers, on avoiding the law, on edging out the competi- 
tion, whether for large gains or small. However, we must 
consider whether small gains, such as lining up for public 
transport, are enough. 

7 One basic lesson arising from this tragedy then is that a. 
society that fosters a sense of personal responsil ility is 
One that is better prepared to insist on institutional re- 
sponsibility. The wide gulf between the ordinary person 
and the institutions, whether networks, facility man- 
agers, city officials or police officers, only leads those in 
authority to blame the collective whole, instead of own- 
ing up to their individual culpability when things go 
wrong, The long list of wrongs—lines and crowds used as 
imarketing gimmicks, the lack of a system to fairly and ef- 
ficiently parcel out tickets, the shrugs that greeted the 
sight of people sleeping and relieving themselves on the 
streets, and the eagerness with which government people 
investigate private entities without investigating them- 
selves—should not distract everyone from the larger 
wrong. 

"That larger wrong is the absence, now felt so concrete- 
Ty of what an older generation of Filipinos knew as “good 
manners and right conduct.” It was the aged and the very 
young, the unemployed or underemployed, in other 
words, the weak, who were edged aside, trampled upon 
and killed at Ultra. 

Itis the personal responsibility of each person, rich or 
poor, in a crowd or ín a line, to recognize that the basic 
Means of assuring good manners and right conduct is 
Self-control, Refraining from throwing one's weight 
around, literally or figuratively, is not just polite. It can 
save lives, too. 
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THERE ARE TWO THINGS WRONG WITH 
the fact-finding committee that investigated 
the stampede at the PhilSports Arena (former- 
ly Ultra): One is that the members are govern- 
ment officials and therefore can hardly be ex- 
pected to find other government officials re- 
sponsible for the stampede; second is that offi- 
cers of police forces that have the duty of keep- 
ing crowds under control are in the 
investigating committee, so they can hardly be 
expected to find themselves negligent, di ba? 

As predicted, the committee was quick to 
point accusing fingers at scapegoats, without 
digging deeply into the roots of the tragedy. 

‘What is needed is an independent body to 
investigate not only the immediate cause of 
the stampede and who were responsible but 
look back at the root causes of the extreme 
poverty that forced people to risk their lives in 
the hope of winning a few pesos in game shows 
like “Wowowee.” 

Perhaps the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development can interview survivors to 
get a physical and psychological profile of the 
people who go to such shows, what drove 
them to do that, and how they came to that 
stage. Then we would be able to put faces on 
poverty, and the government can devise poli- 
cies to really lick poverty 

An independent body can point to the per- 
son or persons ultimately responsible not only 
for the stampede itself but for the root cause 
behind it, which is poverty. It is not difficult to 
pinpoint who that person is, even this early. It 
is the person who occupies the highest position 
in the land and whose duty is to try to eradi- 
cate poverty and help the poor. But who 
among the government officials in the present 
fact-finding committee will have the guts to 
point at the boss in Malacafiang? 

Tve said it before and ГЇЇ say it again: Those. 
tens of thousands of people would not have 
flocked to the PhilSports Arena if they were not 
desperately poor with no hope of getting a few 
pesos but from thar game show. There would 
have been no stampede if they were not that 
desperate and nobody would have died. 


McDonald’s and the middle- 


GOURMANDS AND HEALTH BUFFS MAY 
rebuff McDonald's, but for me, it is heaven- 
sent. When my kids were still small, for the 
price of a Happy Meal, I would have several 
very happy, very small persons in my car. 

One time, on a long drive to Sagada, I showed 
атай map to a McDonald's crew (somewhere in 
Nueva Ecija, I think), asking how far north was 
the next Golden Arches food stop. I needed the 

ace of mind that came with knowing that 
should the kids get hungry and restless along the 
way, we could find sanctuary in a shrine of fast- 
food cuisine. (Having seen the documentary “Su- 
persize Me,” let me warn you against relying on 
Big Macs as your dietary staple.) 

in a recent forum in Europe, a sociologist 
bravely faced an indignant audience when she 
said that, in Third World countries, fast-food 
restaurants represent predictability, modernity 
and democracy. 

1 support her view. They embody pre- 
dictability boring for gourmets but assuring 
for frazzled parents. How can 1 go wrong? A 
Big Mac in Makati tastes the same as a Big Мас 
in Dalton Pass. If 1 have my hands full with 
hungry, frisky kids, will I take a risk bringing 
them to a local carinderia, authentic and full of 
local character, but possibly unmonitored by 
the town’s hygiene and sanitation officer? Or 
will T march along with my smiling kids to a 
clean, bright, air-conditioned McDonald's? 

For poorer parents, it provides the entrée to 
middle-class gentrification. For a few pesos and 
at fixed prices, they can give their children a 
taste of the good life. In our highly stratified so- 
ciety, where big money controls the gates even 
to middle-class respectability, fast-food outlets 
provide access to goodies beyond the reach of 
feudal control, accessible to anyone with a little 
cash, and delivered hot by smiling staf, trained 
in time-and-motion studies developed in their 
very own Hamburger University. 

For the homegrown Pinoy, McDonald's is a 
taste of food they had only seen in movies, a 
fast-paced and practical lifestyle identified 
with the modern world, How else could Aling 
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The person ultimately responsible is the offi- 
cial who allowed the people to become so poor 
without adopting policies that would help 
them, like generating jobs for them. That is the 
person now sitting in Malacafiang (without be- 
ing elected to it, some say) and supposedly 
running the whole government (is she?): Pres- 
nt Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The tens of billions of pesos she announced 
recently for members of the military, the po- 
lice, salary increases for government employ- 
еез, for local government officials, etc. would 
be enough to generate jobs for the poorest of 
the poor. They would not flock to shows like 
“Wowowee” if they had jobs. But they have 
none and they have already lost hope of get- 
ting help from their President. 

Ош two women presidents may be on op- 
posite sides of the political fence, but they 
have many similarities. President Corazon 
‘Aquino ousted President Marcos from Mala- 
cafiang, had a new Constitution written, and 
is responsible for the Mendiola Massacre 
where 12 farmers were killed. President Ar- 
Toyo always wants to do better. She stole the 
presidency not only from one elected presi- 
dent but from two, she also had her own Con- 
stitution written and now she is responsible 
not only for 12 deaths but for 74 at the Phil- 

‘There are differences, however. Aquino 
was prodded by her supporters torun for re- 
election but declined, saying one term was 
enough for her. GMA promised that she 
would not run for reelection but broke that 
promise and ran anyway. (She lost, some 
say, but a Congress dominated by her sup- 
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Patring dine on pancakes and maple syrup for 
breakfast, having thrived on tapsilog as morn- 
ing repast for most of her life? 

‘Believe it or not (and I am not pulling your 
Jeg), there isin fact a "Golden Arches Theory of 
Conflict Prevention" —in other words, the Mc- 
Donald's theory of world peace. It says: "No 
two countries that both had McDonald's had 
fought a war against each other since each got. 
its McDonald's." 

‘Thomas Friedman, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
foreign affairs columnist for the New York 
times, wrote the book “The Lexus and the Olive 
Tree,” on the clash between globalization and 
the ancient forces of culture and tradition, He 
explains that when a country reaches an eco- 
nomic level where it has a middle class big 
‘enough to support a McDonald's network, the 
"cost of war [becomes] much higher for both 
victor and vanquished” and if before they 
“thought twice before trying to solve problems 
through warfare, [today] they will think about 
it three times.” Going to war simply doesn't 
make sense in the cost-benefit calculus of the 
newly prosperous. 

Friedman concludes: "People in McDonald's 
countries don't like to fight wars anymore, 
they prefer to wait in line for burgers—and 
those leaders [who] ignore that fact will pay a 
much, much higher price than they think." 

The following words from Friedman can shed 
some light on the recent "Wowowee" stampede: 
{Which all due respect to... Frantz Fanon, the 
fact is, the wretched of the earth want to go to 
Disneyworld, not to the barricades. They want 
the Magic Kingdom, not Les Misérables,” 

‘At the PhilSports Arena this past weekend, 


porters proclaimed her winner anyway.) 

Years after she retired, Cory is still loved 
by the people. GMA is still President, but the 
people hate her already. 

‘According to reports, a number of people 
both in and outside the ABS-CBN management 
already recognized impending trouble when 
they saw the crowd growing outside the gates 
of the PhilSports Arena. But they didn't know 
what to do. 

Yeca number of people have sent me text mes- 
sages that they know exactly what should have 
been done to disperse the crowd: ABS-CBN 
could have announced to the crowd that Speaker 
Jose de Venecia would address them shortly, and 
the people would have left immediately. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon was the 
lone guest at last Monday's Kapihan sa 
Manila, and among the many things that he 
revealed is that the new budget has a P5-bil- 
lion appropriation for a program called "1 
los Asenso” (abbreviation: "Kiss-Ass") апда 
P3 billion “Kalayaan Fund.” Nobody in the 
Senate knows where the money is coming 
from or how the money is to be sp 

Charter change, which the administration 
is pushing, is as good as dead, according to 
Drilon. To begin with, the Consultative Com- 
mission ("ConCom") that drafted a new Char- 
ter has no legal personality to even exist. The 
President is not even authorized to create 
‘The Constitution does not mention any con- 
sultative commission or any power of the 
President to appoint one, Drilon pointed out. 

In the second place, a resolution to con- 
vene a constituent assembly (Con-Ass) has 
no hope of being passed by the Senate. And 
the people's initiative local government of- 
ficials are talking about (even assuming 
that the Supreme Court would reverse its 
decision against it) is intended only for 
piecemeal amendments, not for revision of 
the whole Constitution. The parliamentary 
system that they are insisting is a revision, 
notamere amendment, said Drilon. 


class parent 


the wretched in our small patch of the earth 
waited as a horde for their own escape to par- 
adise. | wonder how many middle-class wage- 
earners would have found it sensible and cost- 
wise to wager three days lining up, on the 
chance they might win the cash prizes being raf- 
fled off 

Ordinarily, people find jobs, work hard and 
save money—in other words, they act and plan 
rationally for the future. But in our desperate 
straits, more money can be made waiting to 
get lucky in a TV raffle than by holding a job. 

Tris easy to conclude that desperation made 
the stampede inevitable, easier still for a gov- 
ernment prober to liken the crowd to "a pack of 
hungry wolves," in that pathetic and bungled 
attempt at literary flourish. But what should 
give us pause is the long-term tragedy. Frantz 
Fanon’s “wretched of the earth” have now 
turned away from revolution and become pas- 
sive consumers of mindless TV fare. At least be- 
fore, it was possible to talk to the ideologues, 
the less dogmatic among them anyway. But 
what I saw on TV about the crowd at the Edsa 
Ш attack on Malacafiang and at the PhilSports 
‘Arena were the faces of the inarticulate mass, 
unable to express (at Edsa Ш) why they felt so 
outraged by Erap's imprisonment, unable to 
dream (at the PhilSports Arena) of a future be- 
yond the luck of the draw at this week's lottery. 

The next time you see students using the 
nearest McDonald's (or our very own Jollibee) 
as their surrogate library, where they hang out 
to do their homework in air-conditioned com- 
fort, stretching their order of fries and Coke for 
as long as they need to keep their table, you 
must rejoice. It means that there is a next gen- 
eration of Filipinos prepared to make rational 
and common-sense decisions, and to seek their 
dreams notin the utopian futures of lottos and 
revolutions, but in good old-fashioned hard 
"work, 

It is our task, as the older generation, to 
make sure that that remains possible, 
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PART П OF THE FIRST ENCYCLICAL OF POPE 
Benedict XVI is dévoted to the contentious issue 
of separation of Church and State, an issue that 
has taken a high profile amid the political militan- 
су of a group of Filipino bishops who have been 
outspoken in the movement calling for the early 
exit of President Macapagal-Arroyo. The question 
of Church intervention in secular politics is once 
again going to be highlighted in the run-up to the 
20th anniversary commemoration of the 1986 
People Power Revolution, in which the Church 
played a crucial role in the mass mobilization 
leading to the overthrow of the Marcos dictator- 
ship. 

‘The release of the encyclical on Jan. 25 is 
therefore timely as it provides guidelines to Fil- 
ipino bishops and lay people of the parameters of 
the relationship between Church and State. It al- 
so opens a window into the new Pope's attitudes. 
toward the Philippine Church's political ac- 
tivism—an interventionist tendency that is as 
alarming as military political intervention that 
grew out of the February 1986 military uprising 
Ted by Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Gen. Fidel Ramos against the Marcos regime. 

Part two of the encyclical, titled “Caritas, the 
Practice of Love by the Church as a Community of 
Love,” should therefore be interpreted by the 
bishops, lay people and secular politicians with 
caution. A careful reading of the document shows 
itis a nuanced, balanced document that does not 
encourage excessive political activism by bishops. 
Neither does it offer comfort to secular regimes 
that have become engulfed by crisis over political 
acts that have been denounced by civil society 
groups, like the alleged rigging of the 2004 elec- 
tion, a political and democratic process that is the 
foundation of the legitimacy of a democratic gov- 
еттеп? right to rule. The encyclical comes in 
handy as the bishops navigate tricky waters to 
steer a middle ground between the political ac- 
tivism of a group of militant bishops and being 


WHILE "MEDIANATION 2" LOOKED AT THE RE- 
lationships between the owners of media institu- 
tions and the media professionals they employ, 
thd ofthe media industry as a whole with the 
public, "MediaNation3" brought in the advertis- 
ers, the “third leg” in the media tripod. 

Та many ways, the “third leg” may prove the most 
crucial, since it is money from advertising that sus- 
tains most media operations. But early on in this 
year’s edition of MediaNation, an annual gathering 
of media professionals convened by pagbaba- 
go@pilipinas, the representatives of the advertising 
industry made clear where their “bottom line" lay: 
the ratings. As an advertising executive said, their 
clients care only about reaching the greatest num- 
ber of consumers atthe least possible cost. 

‘As far as advertising in the Philippines is con- 
сетей, we're talking TV advertising, since, as a 
presentation by Nielsen Media Research's Jay 
Bautista revealed, 75 percent of the approximate- 
ly P10 billion spent by advertisers last year went 
to television. And of that amount, 76 percent was 
spent on shows in two stations: GMA-Channel 7 
and ABS-CBN Channel 2. 

Much of the TV advertising money went to en- 
tertainment shows, with entertainment earning 
about six times the amount spent on news and 
public affairs shows in che two dominant chan- 
nels, 

And how do advertisers—upon the advice of 

their advertising agencies—choose which shows 
to support and which to leave high and dry? By 
looking at the ratings (the number of viewers 
who tune in to a particular show) as measured by 
surveys as well as by devices implanted in TV sets 
that tells pollsters to what channels the sets are 
tuned on to and at what time. As an aside, 
Bautista made clear that the devices can only 
track what channels the sets are tuned on to, not 
what the household members are doing at the 
time. "You can be sleeping but have the TV set 
turned on," Bautista noted. 
CONCERNS were raised about the impact of 
this obsession with ratings, even of news and 
public affairs shows, can have on the quality of 
the media content. Does product excellence 
equal audience share? 
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used by the government to deflect the call for po- 
litical reform. 

So, for the purpose of making available to the 
Filipino public a basis for making judgments on 
whether the Church has crossed the great divide 
separating it from the State and on what consti- 
tutes justice and political morality—a political 
value that has been appropriated by self-righ- 
teous political groups and individuals in making 
rash conclusions about political legitimacy and 
morality—relevant portions of the encyclical are 
being reproduced below. 

We begin with this section: “The just ordering 
of society and the State is a central responsibility 
of politics. As Augustine once said, a State which 
is not governed according to justice would be just 
a bunch of thieves." 

The encyclical reminds us that "fundamental 
to Christianity is the distinction between what be- 
longs to Caesar and what belongs to God," in oth- 
er words the distinction between Church and 
State, or, as the Second Vatican Council put is, the 
autonomy of the temporal sphere. 

"The State may not impose religion, yet it must 
guarantee religious freedom and harmony be- 
tween followers of different religions. For her 
part, the Church, as the social expression of Chris- 
tian faith, has a proper independence and is 
structured on the basis of her faith as a communi- 
ty which the State must recognize. The two 
spheres are distinct, yet always interrelated. 

“Justice is both the aim and the intrinsic criteri- 
оп of all politics. Politics is more than a mere 
mechanism for defining the rules of public life; its 
origin and its goals are found in justice, which by 


Beyond ratings 


Rina Jimenez-David s å 


Boy Pangilinan of Campaigns and Gray said 
ratings, and viewership, can be one measure 
of quality: “For how can you say your show is 
any good if people don't watch it?" 

But as columnist Jarius Bondoc said at our 
“small group” discussion, it's been proven 
that, given a choice between sober intellectual 
discourse and shows with more popular ap- 
peal, most people, even those among the edu- 
cated classes, would opt to be entertained and 
titillated. 

So, do we “give the market what it wants?” 
If so, then we will find nothing on TV but game 
shows like “Wowowee” and newscasts filled 
with stories about crime and mayhem, prefer- 
ably with video of bloodied corpses and star- 
lets in violent arguments, show-biz reports, 
and yes, yet another story about the discovery 
ofa “sawa.” 

This was what disturbed many “MediaNa- 
tion” participants: that the requirement to 
rate forces news and public affairs operations 
to "dumb down" their coverage or else pander 
to the basest instincts of human beings. An ex- 
ample was cited of one high-rating public af- 
fairs show which sees its ratings tumble when- 
ever it airs a serious investigative piece, fore- 
ing its producers to come up with a sensational 
but shallow episode for the next week or so un- 
tilits "numbers" have recovered. 
DONT get us wrong, media practitioners by and 
large like ratings— or readership in the case of 
prin journals. We Ше nothing better than 

owing that a large number of people watch, lis- 
ten to or read us. 

But can a happy middle ground be found be- 
tween popularity (as measured by ratings) and 


Bencab revisits his early 


words—both written and spoken—it was difficult 
to find an appropriate one-word description for 
the latest exhibition of works by the eminent Fil- 
ipino artist Bencab that opened in Singapore over 
the weekend, While “exciting” immediately 
comes to mind, it is, at best, an understatement 
given the varied large-scale prints and paintings 
produced through a fruitful collaboration be- 
tween Bencab and the Singapore Tyler Print Insti 
tute in 2005. 

Having abandoned the etching plate for paint 
and canvas, the STPI residency was a welcome 
break for Bencab, who was given the chance to 
revisit the muse of his early career. With the facili 
ties at STPI, Bencab was able to push the parame- 
ters of his craft by exploring new techniques, new 
technology. Even the colors in his Singapore 
‘works are different from those on his palette in 
the Philippines. Then there was the possibility of 
producing prints in a large size which was not 
possible in his etching press back home. 

Being abroad provided a retreat from Bencab/s 
normal routine and the social pressures of being 
one of the country’s most sought after painters, 
resulting in the present exhibition of new works 
that, we are told, will be mounted in a homecom- 
ing show of sorts in Manila, perhaps at the CCP 
Main Gallery, later this year. 

Аз а historian, itis a professional hazard, a pro- 
fessional bias perhaps, for me to be drawn to Ben- 
cab's visual vocabulary culled from a deep well of 
19th-century photographs of the Philippines and 
the Filipinos. As a scholar and a collector of Filip- 
iniana, I have come across illustrations in old 
books and magazines, postcards, maps, prints and 
stereoscopic cards, glass positives and other 
ephemeras that have been transformed by Ben- 
сар eye and craft into works that speak to us who 
live in a different time and place. In the only nega- 
tive review Bencab has ever received in his entire 
career, one harsh critic saw nothing but useless 


nostalgia in the arises work more popularly 
known as “Larawan” (literally picture or likeness). 
He even suggested that Bencab return these im- 
ages into the musty grandmother's Баш where 
they came from and there be consigned to the past 
and devoured by silverfish and other vermin. 

We beg to disagree, for one arresting image 
from this exhibition depicts a Filipina nanny car- 
тушр a cute Caucasian baby. Originally shot at the 
tum of the last century, the same old image ap- 
propriated by Bencab manages to speak to us in 
the 21st century. Then comes the painful realiza- 
tion that a century has passed and Filipinas are 
still playing nanny to other peoples’ children both 
at home and abroad. It is an image that has par- 
ticular resonance in Singapore, a work we would 
have entitled with a paradox: “Contemporary 
History” 

Bencab’s works have always had this double- 
edge. Underneath the pop nostalgia is seething 
social commentary One would think that Bencab, 
through his works, steps over the task of the his- 
torian more forcefully and, mercifully, with fewer 
words, 

‘The opening was well-attended, with some 
friends and collectors flying in from Manila for 
the event: Claude and Maryann Tayag, Gigi Mon- 
tinola, Phyllis Zaballero, Jeffrey and Jenny Co, 
Sylvana Diaz, Nestor Pagulayan, Marivic 
Vazquez, Jonathan Matti and others lost in the 
crowd or walking about the galleries surprised by 
the size and scale of these new works. They 
showed how the STPI residency pushed the limits 


its very nature has to do with ethics. 

"The Church's social teaching argues on the ba- 
sis of reason and natural law, namely, on the basis 
of what is in accord with the nature of every hu- 
man being. It recognizes that it is not the Church's 
responsibility to make this teaching prevail in po- 
litical life. The Church wishes to help form con- 
sciences in political life and to stimulate greater 
insight into the authentic requirements of justice 
as well as greater readiness to act accordingly. 

“Building a just social and civil order, wherein 
each person receives what is his or her due, is an. 
essential task which every generation must take 
up anew. As a political task, this cannot be the 
Church's immediate responsibility. Yet, since it is 
also а most important human responsibility, the. 
Church is duty-bound to offer, through the purifi 
cation of reason and through ethical formation, 
her own specific contribution towards under- 
standing the requirements of justice and achiev- 
ing them politically. 

“The Church cannot and must not take upon 
herself the political battle to bring about the most 
just society possible. She cannot and must not re- 
place the State. Yet at the same time, she cannot. 
and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight. 
for justice. She has to play her part through ratio- 
nal argument and she has to reawaken the spiri- 
tual energy without which justice... cannot pre- 
vail and prosper. 

"A just society must be the achievement of poli- 
tics, not of the Church. Yet the proportion of justice 
through efforts to bring about openness of mind 
and will to the demands of the common good is 
something which concerns the Church deeply. 

“The direct duty to work for a just ordering of 
society, on the other hand, is proper to the lay 
faithful. As citizens of the State, they are called го 
take part in public life in a personal capacity. So 
they cannot relinquish their participation in the 
many different economic, social, legislative, ad- 
ministrative and cultural area, which are intend- 
ed to promote organically and institutionally the 


common good.” 


doing our job right? Minyong Ordoñez, the ven- 
erable voice of advertising at the summit (along 
with JJ Calero), had a suggestion: the marketing 
of news and public affairs shows to a few adver- 
tisers who would be willing to pay “premium” 
rates as an expression of support to quality pro- 
gramming as well as a way to gain prestige for 
their product, free from the much-bemoaned 
“clutter” that now plagues the airwaves. With a 
few advertisers guaranteeing support regardless 
of how they rate, these news and public affairs 
shows would presumably then be able to operate 
profitably without constantly Keeping an eye out 
for viewers preferences. 

Another suggestion was to approach advertis- 
ers, through Pane, for a seed fund for quality me- 
dia content. A suggestion was forwarded for Pana. 
members to devote any amount from 1 to 10 per- 
cent of their total advertising budgets to support 
"quality" shows—or media products. The benefi 
ciaries could be determined by a committee com- 
posed of advertisers, media professionals and 
sectoral representatives, 

MEDIA folk would have no problem with ad- 
vertisers who insist on using the ratings as 
their sole guide to where to invest their adver- 
tising money if only they would shut up 
ready about the need for "quality" "intelli- 
gent," or "sober" shows, and stop bemoaning 
the shallowness, sexual exploitation or crass- 
ness of most popular entertainment, Often 
enough, the executives and business leaders 
‘mouthing off about the need for media to con- 
tribute to nation building are the same ones 
placing their advertising in the most offensive 
Shows. Only in rare instances, after the most 
scandalous behavior has been broadcast, are 
advertisers moved or offended enough to pull 
out their ads, or at least threaten to do so. 

Тт not advocating that advertisers be given 
the power to influence media content—which 
they already exercise to some extent. But sim- 
ply by broadening their standards—prestige 
along with ratings, or public service along 
with popularity—advertisers can begin to 
change media content for the better. 


career 


of Bencab's craft to reveal a wide range of 
promise and possibilities. We can only wish that 
Bencab will return for another STPI residency 
and, if possible, stay longer to produce yet anoth- 
er series of fascinating works. 

Last Tuesday, a small but fascinating exhibition 
of the illustrated journals of Anita Magsaysay-Ho 
opened at the Ateneo de Manila University Rizal 
Library. The artist was in attendance and every- 
one was talking of the latest book on her paint- 
ings by Alfredo Roces, "In Praise of Women,” 
which is literally and figuratively a heavyweight 
in the current crop of coffee-table books. The 
book on Magsaysay-Ho comes in a special boxed, 
limited edition, reminding me that most publica- 
tions on Philippine art or artists are oversized, 
glossy and rather expensive coffee-table books. 
Consequently, they are rarely consulted after one 
has flipped through the pictures soon after they 
are acquired or borrowed. 

While some books are read for pleasure and 
others read for work, there are welcome addi 
tions to our shelves that can be read for both rea- 
sons, like the recently published “Discovering 
Manansala" by Ma. Isabel Nazareno, a promis- 
ing young historian who is with the Ateneo's his- 
tory department. In a clear way, she presents 
Manansala's life and works within a historical 
context. Her book is simple but substantial. It is 
one work on Manansala that can literally be tak- 
en as bedside reading, unlike the landmark 
work on the artist that is so heavy it has to be 
consulted reverently on a table rather than en- 
joyed on your lap. This is the second publication 
‘of the Museum Foundation of the Philippines 
that aims to bring museums, art and artists to a. 
wider general audience, and we hope it will not 
be the last. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 


As 
"CAN WE BE FAULTED FOR OFFERING PEOPLE HOPE?” AT 
least we make people laugh." 

Tm paraphrasing the main arguments used by people in 
theentertainment industry following the barrage of criticism. 
raised against shows like “Wowowee.” “It's what people 
want” is still another argument that you hear. 

You know what? I agree—to some extent. These no-brain- 
er shows are what people want, but only because they've 
never had a taste of 
alternatives. So for 
today's column, let 
me try first to dissect 
why the no-brainers 
work, and then pro- 
pose some alterna- 
tives. 

First, what is it 
that make "Wowowee" and "Eat Bulaga” click? When you 
think hard about it, what we're seeing are modern versions 
of the feria (or perya), with a bit of the circus thrown in. The 
fairs appealed mainly to the poor: there were no entrance 
fees because money was to be made with individual booths 
offering rides, games and entertainment. Today's noontime 
shows are similar: they offer free entrance and promise fun 
and possible fortune, the show organizers making their mon- 
ey from corporate sponsors (who, in turn, hope to convert 
audiences into loyal consumers). 

The perya offered entertainment with freak shows and ex- 
hibits like the halfsnake, half-human. Todays noontime 
shows entertain people at the cost of parading and making 
fun of people who are different, from singing ngongos (peo- 
ple with cleft palates) to transvestite beauty contests. For 
good measure, they throw in a few “real” women dancing in 
the background, in various stages of undress. 2 

‘The draw of the perya was in its games. Some, like shoot? 
ing galleries, required a bit of skill, but most really depended 
on chance. The prizes were small, but the chances were actu- 
ally quite good that people would leave the perya with some- 
= 


Michael L. Tan г , 


ing. 

"Iédays network shows offer larger prizes, but with fat 
lower chances of winning. To make up for that, the organize 
ers have to find other ways of drawing people in, starting 
with the chance to see celebrities in the flesh. Contestants 
are drawn from the audience, but never mind if you don't 
make it, the show organizers will make sure there's a lot of 
audience participation, even if its limited to cheering the 
contestants. The adrenaline comes from vicarious pleasurg, 
from being part of the crowd. 

Since all this is televised, the organizers have to find a way 
to reach the thousands of televiewers as well. They've 
worked it out quite well: send in your name, on wrappers öf 
the sponsors’ products, of course, and you too stand a chance 
of winning. Meanwhile, sit back and enjoy the freak shows, 
the dancing women, the desperate contestants. 

Barrio 

Tt works. I saw it again this week, visiting Barrio, an urbah 
poor community not too far from ABS-CBN. Drop in around 
noon and you find almost everyone watching these modern- 
ized perya shows. 

és enough to make you despair. I watched one household 
where there were six young people, aged 16 to 24, mesg) 
ized by the shows. All were jobless; all were out. often 

Many of the people there will actually go over to ABS-CBN 
to try to get into one of the noontime shows. There are stó- 
Чез of people who won prizes, nothing big, but its eñough (0 
keep people's hopes going. 

Our televised no-brainer perya shows work because they 
imitate Ше, reinforcing existing norms that a good life can 
come only through fate, chance or the benevolence of rich 
patrons. 

Alternatives? 

‘There are alternative show formats, some of which are al- 
ready being used in other countries. Let me name just a few 
of the possibilities: 

Other countries have shows that reward initiative—for ex- 
ample, innovative small businesses. The shows feature the 
business itself, with the entrepreneur recalling how she start: 
ed out and built up, often slowly, her business. In the Philip! 
pines, it could take the “Maalaala Mo Kaya" format, as the 
entrepreneur explains the blood, sweat and tears that finally 
brought success. 

Tt doesn't have to be business ventures only. Why nat 
something like "BBC Challenge," which featured projects 
from around the world that tried to address an environmen 
tal problem? “BBC World” actually ran a whole series oft 
these projects, and then had people voting, through the In: 
ternet, for their favorite, A Filipino, Justino Arboleda, won 
for his use of coconuts to prevent erosion and he's hardly 
mentioned in local mass media. 

Maybe we could up the ante here by having people, NGOS 
ог even an entire barangay submit small-scale proposals 
around income-generating projects, environmental conse! 
vation or dealing with some social problem. The network 
foundations could pick out several projects each week to 
fund, feature them on TV as they explain their plans, and 
then return to them in six months, featuring both successes 
and failures. Again, an entertainment format can be uset 
here as the events are reenacted: how did one barangay d 
with their drug problem, for example. Ratings? You'll have 
entire barangays glued to the television set as they watch 
themselves doing some good for their communities. Now 
that's reality TV. 

‘Why not prizes, in these shows, for people from the audi: 
ence who are able to answer very practical questions about 
Philippine geography or history, flora and fauna, national 
heroes (and national scoundrels), drugs, family planning? 
traffic rules and regulations, disaster management? The cell 
phone companies could offer prizes as well for people who. 
сап text in the correct answers. 

Not entertaining enough? Depends. I've watched Chinese 
dating shows where “searchers” and “searches” try to im: 
press each other with their intellectual capability, even while 
Enswering questions about their views of the world, of lif 
and of love. They're quick, they're witty, and can still end up 
seductive and naughty. The audience loves it, cheering and 
jeering. Я 

"There's room for celebrities, too. In England, Jamie Oliver 
made waves rising from his working-class background to dé 
а very successful TV cooking show. The success came nét 
wich upper-class pretensions but by being down to earth and 
practical, He's since branched out, offering other working? 
Class kids scholarships to cooking schools and featuring them 
on his show. The ones who succeed are praised, the ones who 
fail get tough, but still supportive, advice from him. Нез alsp 
started a campaign to get junk food out of Britain's schools, 
by offering recipes for alternative healthy meals. The politi 
cians noticed, and now he's a consultant for the school feed 
ing programs. 

Tor the entertainment industry to say all this won't work 
in the Philippines is to insult the Filipino. It's saying we (or 
more often, "the poor” "the masses") are too dumb to handle, 
shows that require skills and cerebral activity even as theif, 
shows do dumb down the Filipino. Who among the networks 
and entertainment industries will be bright enough, imagi” 
native enough, bold enough to reverse the trend? Р 
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Pursuing freedom of the press 0% 
at expense of religious beliefs? Э“. 


IWATCHED WITH HORROR ON CABLE 
ТУ the row over the cartoons depicting 
the Prophet Muhammad with a bomb- 
shaped turban, I am not a Muslim. I am 
more of a free-believer. Nonetheless, 1 
sympathize with the countless poor and 
marginalized Muslims around the world 
who feel insulted by the cartoons. 

‘The issue has been presented as a 
choice between press freedom and re- 
spect for religion. The Danish editor of 
the paper which published the cartoons 
said that no religion should impose its 
will on the public domain. 1 think he is 
missing the point. I have this notion that 
religious belief often forms the only 
source of identity and hope for a group of 
people who feel oppressed and exploited 
by outside forces. 

Now, Muslim immigrants in Europe 
and the United States often experience 
racism and discrimination. Many remain 


jobless and mired in poverty. The situa- 
tion in the Arab world is worse. There, 
dictatorial and oppressive governments 
are propped up by the United States just 
because they are pro-West. It is in this 
context that most Muslims find the con- 
troversial cartoons on their Prophet 
Muhammad very insulting. 

Press freedom? Why don't the Western 
media protest more about racism and dis- 
crimination against Muslims in Denmark 
and Western Europe? Why don't they 
complain more about the lack of democ- 
racy in the Arab world? 

More often than not, the issue of 
press freedom arises. when the one re 
pressing it is the state. Muslims are not 
in power. They form a marginalized 
group in Denmark and the rest of West- 
ern Europe. 

The Muslims are pressuring the media 
to conform to the Islamic prohibition on 
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the depiction of Muhammad? Come on, 
mainstream Muslim groups are only ask- 
ing the media to respect their religion and 
to apologize. 

Talk about a sense of balance, not to 
mention cultural sensitivity. As far as I 
know, there has never been any cartoon 
in the West that even remotely suggested. 
Jesus Christ (arguably the equal of 
Muhammad among Christians) as some- 
‘one who had something to do with vio- 

nce. 

Ultimately, the question is: Is press 
freedom more important than the right of 
a sector ora community of people to have 
their religious beliefs and traditions re- 
spected? In this particular case, I believe 
theansweris "No." 

—IAIME ESCOBERJR., 
Block 16, Lot49, 
Sugartowne Homes, 
Batasan Hills, Quezon City 
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Yorac and Sabio: hope and injustice 


WE, THE COCONUT FARMER: MEMBERS 
of the Alyansa sa mga Maglulubi-sa Min- 
danaw representing 17 coconut-producing 
provinces, vehemently oppose the com- 
promise deal on the coconut levy funds, 
which is being promoted by new PCGG 
(Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
emment) Chair Camilo Sabio and some 
coconut farmers’ groups. After our legal 
victories, we see no reason for such a com- 
promise. 

The Supreme Court categorically de- 
cared that the coconut levy funds are 
“prima facie” public funds. The Sandigan- 
bayan, for its part, has already ruled that 
the CIIF-SMC shares of stock belong to the 
government “in trust” for all coconut 
farmers. Why, then, should we entertain 
any thought of a compromise agreement 
with the camp of businessman Eduardo 
Cojuangco? 

Not only is Sabio's behavior de- 
testable, it is downright insulting. After 
enduring decades of injustice and pover- 
ty, we finally found hope that our lot 
could yet be made better. Sabio's able 
predecessor, the late Haydee Yorac, gave 


us that hope. Now that hope has been 
dashed by Sabio who, together with 
Bishop Fernando Capalla, has begun sell- 
ing the idea of a compromise deal involv- 
ing the coco levy funds. Entering into 
such an agreement is inconsistent with 
the previous stance of Yorac, who during 
her term, advocated for the full recovery 
of the coco levy funds. Yorac argued that 
there is rio need to enter into any com- 
promise agreement because of the victo- 
ries in the Supreme Court and the Sandi- 
ganbayan. Sabio's actions would reverse 
all our victories. 

We have lost confidence in the incum- 
bent PCGG chief. By declaring that he is 
open to a compromise deal, Sabio has 
practically handed the coconut levy 
funds to Cojuangco and betrayed the 
small coconut farmers. Clearly, he no 
longer represents the interests of the 
small coconut farmers. He should resign 
his post. 

—IUN ADORABLE, 

chair, Alyansa sa mga Magiulubi 

за Mindanaw (AM-Mindanaw), 2/P 
Kristine Pawnshop, Toril, Davao City 


Wowowee! 


(A letter on last Sundays “Wowowee” 
tragedy, from a Filipina watching it in Australia 
stood out this week for shock and sorrow that we 
would do well to burn in deep memory.) 


HERE WE ARE THIS MORNING ON A TYPI- 
cal day, turning on to The Filipino Channel to 
see what's going on 
back home. 1 knew it 
was Willie Revil 
lame's day, the much 
heralded fir an- 
niversary of what he 
calls the people's 
“Wowowee.” 

‘And what a start it was, the reporter saying 
something about 65 people killed in a stam- 
pede! This is not how it was supposed to be. 
You're supposed to see thousands of people 
mesmerized by the booming beat of the show's 
opening song, clapping and singing along as 
this China lady host struts with the DJ, scream- 
ing a hoarse, coarse welcome to the show and 
introducing the “sagot sa lahat ng kahirapan ng 
bayan host," Revillame. 

T must admit that some of the antics of our 
kababayan are entertaining, until {realized they 
were performing for that extra $50 Willie might 
hand out if they're really good and in dire need. 
You see people divided according to class: on one 
end, the haves—global TFC subscribers and the. 
occasional OFW; on the other the have- 
nots—casily spotted on the upper rafters with 
hands raised, screaming Willie's name to pick 
them for a once-in-2-lifetime chance 

Never mind that they had to queue for days, 
rain or shine, just to get into this show, After 
all, didn’t Willie say that “Wowowee” is their 
show? 

Days before the much publicized anniver- 
sary, he kept repeating the prizes in store like a 

3 mantra: two jeepneys, two houses and lots 

i à and, to top it all, the much awaited highlight: 


thousands of US dollars the “haves” had given 
in PERFORMANCE 


VOICES ON 
INQ7.NET 


television show, 


daily finally to be given away to ticket holders. 

How hard could it get? Why, even a 71-year- 
old lola and a 4-year-old child were among the 
74 people dead that day. It was after all, their 
show and their anniversary, a chance ко win. 
How could people still smile, wave at the cam- 
eras, show placards when less than 20 meters 
away lay (dead) bodies? 

Tonight 1 couldn't sleep. 1 wept uncontrol- 
lably for the families of those who died. L could 
imagine how the families must lave felt about 
losing their loved ones—and for what? 

еу were all duped into thinki 
could win, People traveled from far 
provinces not to just sit and watch, but to take 
their chance and hope “kapalaran” would deal 
them a good hand. The whole affair cost them 
their lives and deeply affected the lives of their 
families 

‘And so I blame 

1. Revillame for giving these people false 
hopes. What are the chances in a show that is 
still, after all, a game of luck? 

2. ABS-CBN, "our kapamilya,” for egging 
him on to continue happily collecting dollars 
оп the show for all our poor kababayan to 
dream of, as ABS-CBN played the ratings game 
against “Eat Bulaga!” 

3. TRC subscribers who could very well just 
"quietly" hand out the money instead of show- 
ing their benevolence to the world and friends 
back home. 

4, Myself, for watching this stupid show and 
not writing about it earlier. 

5. The rich and powerful, who could have 
done not just charity, but an honest treatment 
of have-nots by staying clean, honest and fair. 

Never again, I pray. May we not forget the 
decency of a person's life or be exposed again 
to the loading of bodies ino Marine 
trucks —Bryan and Rowena Entwistle, Can- 
berra ACT, Australia 
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SANTIAGO G.LEE 
Manila 


MARGARITA J. ORTEGA 
Malabon 


Congratulations to our | 
winning policyholders! ° 


Manila 


Insular Life policyholders who have not yet texted thelr recent valid contact 
numbers can still send in their info until May 31, 2006 to qualify for the second 
raffle draw, and have the chance to win as much as P95,000 cash 


FILOMENO M. LUDOVICE 


FREDERICK V. ROLDAN 
Roxas City 


1ST PRIZE- P95,000 


WINSTON T. NG, Naga City 
2ND PRIZE- P9,500 


BENJAMIN L. CORDERO, Lipa City 


MA. LINETTE V. 


3RD 


ROWENA H. CAL ORTIZ 


Legazpi City 


Pagadian City 


EDUARDO M. LUY 


ARNEL V. SAYCO 
General Santos City 


CRUZ, Lucena City 


PRIZE- P950 


REBECCA L. DIPUTADO 
Negros Oriental 


IMELDA P. MALABANAN 
Laguna 


SEVERINA O. VELOS 
Bukidnon 


Simply text: INSULARLIFE Policy Number/Last Name/Birth Date/Home Phone 
(Example: INSULARLIFE A009999991/Santos/062370/8214433) 
and send to 2327 for GLOBE subscribers or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe subscribers. 


Winners in the first draw are no longer qualified to win In the second draw. 


Congratulations also to the Winners of the Automatic Reinstatement Campa 


P9,500 Cash each 


JEAN C. ARCEGA 
General Santos City 


SALVADOR G. GONZAGA, 
Tacloban City 


MARIA ELISA L. ABISTANO, Quezon Province 
MONALIE T. ALCANCIA, Dumaguete City 
EDNA A. ALEJANDRO, Rizal Province 
NERISSA S. ALFILER, Cavite 
RODEL T. ALINCASTRE, Valenzuela 
MAIDEE V. ALMINIANA, Makati City 
JOMAR S. ANTONIO, Pasig City 
LORRAINE DESIREE 1. ANTONIO, Pasig City 
RANDY S. APOSTOL, Tacurong City 
JOSE S. AQUINO, Pangasinan 
REBECCA C. AQUINO, Dagupan City 
ELIZABETH R. ARELLANO, Manila 
ENELYN P. BANDELARIA, Masbate City 

LIN M. BENCIO, Baguio City 
MELCHOR P. BINUYA, Novaliches 
FERNANDO Y. BORROMEO, Quezon City 
ANJANETH T. BRIONES, Makati City 
REMEDIOS G. CAPUNO, Tarlac 
MA VICTORIA A. CASAL, Muntinlupa City 
MARK ALVIN B. CASTILLO, Muntinlupa City 
EVELYN D. CHAN, Pampanga 
ROXIE L. CLARO, Talisay City 
RALPH S. CORPUZ, Bataan 
GLORIA L. DALIDA, Cavite 


Winners of CASHandog and Automatic Reinstatement Camp: 


ELMA B. BACOR 


MILAGROS A. MACABIA 


Southern Leyte 


TESSIE 


Catanduanes 


FERMINO L. CURISES 
Caloocan City 


JANE A. OCLARIT 
Camiguin 


Davao City 


95 Mini Digital Cameras 


HIDELIZA V. DE CASTRO, Marikina City 
DANILO C. DE GUZMAN, Pasig City 
GILBERTO D. DELA CRUZ, Rizal Province 
CEFERINO D. DEOMAMPO, Batangas 
ALICIA G. DESCALLAR, Manila 
PERCIVAL S. DIAZ, Cebu City 
RAUL P. DIMARUCUT, Taguig 
JHOANNA C. ELPEDES, Manila 
LIGAYA CORAZON В ESCUETA, Antipolo City 
SOLEDAD L. ESPIRITU, Rizal Province 
MAXIMINO 5. ESTARIS, Surigao City 
GRACIA D. ESTIPONA, Antipolo City 
КЕМЕП. R. ETCUBAN, Talisay City 
JOCELYN S. EVIOTA, Cagayan de Oro 
TERESITA J. FLORES, Mandaluyong City 
REMY G. GENEROSO, Batangas City 
ELIZABETH B. GUDA, Cavite City 
MARIECAR G. HERNADEZ, Malbon City 
ELISA G. HUE 
JOSE L. IMPERIAL, Naga 
MENCHIE Р. JAMERO, Negros Occidental 
WILBERT G. LASERNA, Malabon City 
DANILO S. LICO, Antipolo City 
JOSEPHINE S. LIM, Olongapo City 


ER, Mandaluyong City 


LYDELL VERNON T. LORA, Cebu City 
GENER C. LUCIANO Bulacan 
PARALUMAN R. MAGALING, Lipa City 
ARNOLD E. MAGPARANGALAN, 
MONAFE G. MAHILUM, Caloocan City 
FRANCIS N. MARTIN, Baguio City 

MARIA THERESA A. MARTINEZ, Bukidnon 
EILEEN M. MASCARDO, Davao City 
JOCELYN S. MECAYDOR, Biliran 

ANALIE A. MENDOZA, Manila 

MA THERESA B. MERCURIO, Quezon City 
ROWENA M. MILLENA, Quezon City 
ARMI K. MONTECALVO, Masbate City 
ROBERTO T. NANO, Malaybalay City 
LOREDIE G. NIANGA, Valencia 
EMALINDA 1. NUNIEZA, Las Pinas City 
JOEL C. PADAPAT, Davao del Sur 
ELMER E. PAGUIO, Bulacan 

ALICIA C. PALERMO, Quezon 
YOLANDO V. PANAGSAGAN, Cagay 
REMEDIOS N. PATIU, Pampanga 
MARY SHEILA P. PEDRAJAS, Rizal Province 
DANILO S. PERALTA, Laguna 

LUCILI B. PIS AN, Dumaguete City 


anila 


Valley 


JOHNWELL S. ESNADA 
Nueva Vizcaya 


MARY P. PANGANORON 


киыр. RECT, 


AUGUSTUS 
ABRAHAM M. GARRAEZ 
Palawan 


LEILA M. POLITO 
Quezon City 


LDEXTER B. PORAZO, Leyte 

LILIA B. PUNU, Caloocan City 
ROLANDO R. PUNU, Caloocan City 
EDISON P. QUITOLA, Isabela 

BERNARD E. RAZON, Pampanga 
CLAUDIO V. REDUBLADO, Quezon City 
ARTURO R. REYES, Pampanga 

JOSE GERICK M. REYES, Las Pinas City 
MANSUETA B. REYES, Muntinlupa City 
FE MYLA D. ROBLES, Digos City 
ROMEO J. ROQUE, Cebu City 
ANACRES Y. SALVADOR, Cebu City 
SONIA L. SAMPAGA, Masbate City 
JESUSA L. SANTOS, Cavite 

JOSE LAVERNE Р. SANTOS, Paranaque City 
WENIFREDA T. SOMO, Bataan 
GAUDENCIA C. SOTIN, Mandaue City 
EDWIN C. TAGLE, Bataan 

JOEL A. TESALONA, Quezon City 
MARK P TOLENTINO, Pampanga 
FORTUNATO B. TUMALIUAN, Tuguegarao City 
MARVIN D. VIOLENTA, Butuan City 
BELINO I. WASIT, Benguet 


aign have been notified of their winning either by mall or telephone. 


For further Inquiries, please call our Call Center at telephone number (02771-1818 local 4424. 
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DA funds went to Iloilo solon's co-op 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste al, has not submitted a liquidation Syjuco on Rodriguez Street, Sta. ture liquid fertilizer, recently tes- 
PDI Visayas Bureau терот for the fertilizers, according Barbara, Iloilo, had a memoran- tified before the Senate inquiry 
totheCommissonon Audi, dum of agreement with the ты. that he persuaded congressmen, 
E Syjuco was congressman of nicipality of Alimodian, the origi- governors and mayors to avail of 
ILOILO CITY—A COOPERATIVE IDENTIFIED WITH pof second cout when tie talfecipentoftheferizerfund, the DA Terie fund that cones 
a legislator allied with President Macapagal-Arroyo lizer fund was released. toimplement the program. with a 30-40 percent commis- 
‘was a recipient of the controversial liquid fertilizer sae ins enero, ыды Dig gemens Syjuco amit- son, He said that the fertilizer 
jn ^ е ге regional executive director, ted that he set up the cooperative was diluted and overpriced. 
fund but it has yet to submit reports on the P3.2 mil- said the cooperative tried tosubmit and foundation that were used as Its certificate of Putin 
lion it received a few days after the May 2004 elec- атеро with list of beneficiaries conduits in the distribution ofthe said the chair of yjuc's coopera. 
" but she returned it because it had Р5 million worth of the liquid fer- tive is Manuel Mejorada while 
tions. no endorsement of the municipal tilizer obtained from the DA. the treasurer is Rodney Salcedo. 
Tawo Kag Duta sa Kauswagan ers of Augusto Syjuco, Technical govemment of Alimodian. Syjuco, however, said the co- Mejorada is now the provincial 
Cooperative, formed in March Education and Skills Development The cooperative, which shares operative and foundation were administrator of Пойо and is a 
2000 by employees and support- Authority (Tesda) director gener- an address with the house of set up long before the fertilizer staunch critic of Syjuco. 
fund was received in 2004. He Mejorada recently got a certifi- 
said the two entities were estab- cation from the regional office of 
lished to provide livelihood, the Cooperative Development 
health and education projects i Authority (CDA) classifying Sy 
ja the second district of Iloilo. co's cooperative as a “non-operat- 
ILIM He said other congressmen ing cooperative.” " 
havesetupsimiarcooperativesor Тһе towns of Guimbal, 
CARD foundations for the same purpose. Calinog, Maasin and Lambunao, 
He said his office has already which benefited from the fertiliz- 
submitted to the DA the list of er fund, have submitted audited 
farmer beneficiaries on Dec. 27, financial reports for P3.2 million 
2005 and liquidation report оп of the P5 million that each town 
Jan. 5, 2006. received to buy liquid fertilizers. 
“The list of beneficiaries and Guimbal town has submitted 
liquidation report would prove liquidation reports with audited 
that there were no irregularities financial reports for two releases 
in the distribution of the fertiliz- that were intended for Feshan 
er Syjuco said. Philippines. Guimbal's report, ob- 
"The cooperative was represent tained by COA, has a note “re- 
ed by Timoteo Tomas Salvilla and семей and signed by Jose 
C r st al с l ea h otos former Alimodian Mayor Bernar- Barredo Jr. on June 2, 2004." 
y p do Ambut, records showed. COA, in its October 2004 report, 
The agreement between them said Lambunao town violated au- 
and movies on the move ! caused the transfer of P3.2 mil- diting rules and regulations when 
Ы lion from Alimodian to Syjuco's it bought 764 bags of urea fertilizer 
cooperative. worth P649,400. The purchase or- 
n ‘Among the papers submitted by der has no estimated cost, the invi- 
6-megapixel Snapshots the cooperative to the COA were that tation to bid has no date, the bid- 
& i á of the Tawo Kag Duta sa Kauswagan ders tender of three suppliers has 
& High-Quality Movie Foundation Ine. chaired by Syjuco. по date and the inspection and ac- 
"m The treasurer of the founda- ceptance report has no date. 
New Exilim Card tion is Syjuco's wife, Judy Syjuco, The town of Maasin has dis- 
the current second district con- tributed a total of 666 bottles of 
" ii П gressman. Some of фе founda- liquid fertilizers that it bought 
MPEG-4 High Quality Movies Чоп" incorporators are the for- from Peshan for P999,000. This 
with Movie Stabilizer Function mer and current mayors and місе means that a bottle of liquid fer- 
mayors in the second congres- tilizercosts P1,500. 
- sional district of lloilo province. Maasin Mayor Mariano Ma- 
Anti Shake DSP The P728-million fertilizer tones said he only learned that it 
fund was said to have been used was overpriced in November. "I 
Longer Battery Life to ensure the victory of the Presi- have no idea about liquid fertiliz- 
>: dent in the 2004 elections. Jose ег when it was distributed. 1 
Barredo Jr, who claimed to беа thought it was imported. Later | 
sales agent of Feshan Philippines learned that it can be bought 
Brighter Viewing Inc., the sole distributor of Biona- from P150 to P350 a bottle.” 
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Female cops deployed 


+ 3X Optical Zoom « 1 0 second startup è 34 BEST SHOT scenes. COTABATO CITY—The chief of po- 
{USB 20 Н Speed compatible + Movie recording: MPEG-4 format lico here ordered the deployment of 
FIESTA не Sa ешш. BLUE [Ке GOLD (640x480pixels. 30105) * IOW) x SAH) x 16.1(О)тт (13.7 al female cops to crime-prone areas, 


EXSe00EO  |Ех.56009н |EX-S6008E | EX-SE00GD thinnest par) ith cradle «+ 1Tog(excuding bate & асс) Ж ДК have the same training 

and orientation as their colleagues. 

“it has been proven so many times 

that female cops are much better 

and effective than their male coun- 

R terparts," спу police chlef Senior 

+ 60 Megapixels р К Р | Supt. Abubakar Mangelen sald, He 
Р P I Large ase slgned in offices, community relations or as women and children's desk of- 
* 3x Opt Digital Zoom | 3x Optical Zoom, 4x Digital foe Venifroy Манат, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

* The latest version of the Zoom 


EXILIM Engine features thed * Anti-shake Digital Signal Councilor charged 
i uh Processor LUCENA CITY—A councilor from Atimonan, Quezon has been charged with 
ti Shake DSF are atleast 15 cases of large-scale illegal recrultment. Police sald Michael Estra- 
ith AN Interface а, an Atimonan councilor and resident of Barangay Balubad, has several 
warrants of arrests from diferent courts. Tne recruits were allegedly 
promised high-paying jos in the United States, Norway, China, France, арай 
End London in exchange for P300,000 per job applicant. A staff member of 
the Atimonan councl said Estrada has gone on eate trom November unti 
April this year. Della Maliari Jc, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Village exec dead 
LUCENA CITY—A village leader died and his teenage daughter was serious- 
x Iy injured when the motorcycle they were riding was hit by a jeep on the Ma- 
Ё апка Highway on Feb. 2. Police said Isidro Magsino, 51, and barangay 
+ r LCD captain of Janagdong, Sariaya, and his daughter Menchie, 19, were in a mo- 
А 


Megapixel: 


Digital Zoor 


Aemory w/ SD/MMC 


куйе when a jaap. bang driven by a Cesar de Luna, overtook another ve- 

В.3МВ Memor hicle and collided with the motorcycle. Magsino was rushed to the nearest 
ыр Т 4 hospital but dled thera. His daughter was transferred to a hospital in Lucena 

slot for further treatment. De Luna was detained at tho Sarlaya municipal jail 

* MPEG-A format video я "peti Malaise, POI Southern Luzon Bureau 

FERRI ARCH Lumber seized 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—A total of 499 board feet of Ipil lumber were in- 

tercepted by the police, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
Bantay Gubat апа the city's Klos Apad Action Center (Kaa) In Barangay Ва. 
‘cungan here on Feb. 5. The lumber was aboard a van and about to be trans- 
orta to the city at 5:30 a.m. The van driver escaped with «companion 

orator Ticka, PD! Southern Luzon Bureau 


N і CASIO COMPUTER CO LTD Fake cops nabbed 


TERN OT er Tokyo Japan LUCENA CITY—At ast three con men 
URL; RH posing as policemen tried to extort 
money from a rock crushing plant here 
but were arrested by lawmen. The 
For Demonstration, please visit Compex at three went to tha office of First Aggre- 
— Psi wal " i Mn {ates Crushing Plants n the outskirts 
р ot Sariaya town and demanded money 
Manan n after introducing themselves as police- 
s ‘men. Sensing the visitors as con 
Ини р à ` Таан Б artists, the plant employees told the 
T 3 ed threo to como back tater. They were ar- 
rested In an entrapment operation. Police found tha three carrying fake police IDs 
‘For i : ‘Thay wore identified as Teofilo Surtido. Edgardo Moralos and Francis Lorenzo, all 
Sales Outlets, Dealership and Information: 740-4658 to 60 Tesidonts ofCandpiar, Quezon. Поні Malar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Gov't, MILF to work 
on backing for pact 


By Nikko Di 


THE GOVERNMENT AND MORO ISLAMIC 
Liberation Front (MILF) would launch an in- 
formation campaign to win support for the 
terms of a peace agreement that negotiators 
predict would be signed in September. 

Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on the 
peace talks, said the campaign would start “as 
soon as possible." 

"Together, we are going to inform stakehold- 
ers, (conduct) discussions in the information 
drive, and to finally have a peace agreement 
where we will have the understanding and sup- 
sport of the stakeholders who will be affected by 
the final peace agreement,” Dureza said. 

Government and MILF negotiators said 
they had gone past the thorny issues in the 
‘talks and were near an agreement on the 
toughest of the issues—ancestral domain. 

Silvestre Afable, chief of the government negoti- 
ating panel, said the framework for the formal talks 
would be drawn at the end of March after a final 


entity for the MILE Afable said: “I don't want to 
put labels yet but it would look like something 
like an enhanced autonomy or something that 
would fall squarely into the commitment of the 
President (Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo) to devel- 
ора federal system in our country.” 

Afable added that the panels are inclined to 
use the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act of 
1997 to settle the issue on ancestral domain. 

He said acts of terror and criminal elements 
were the only possible threats to the signing 
ofthe peace talks. 

Dureza said continuing attempts to force the res- 
ignation of President Macapagal-Arroyo were notaf- 
fecting the talks. “tis not in our radar screen.” 

"1 am confident that the Filipino people, 
the people of Mindanao, will be satisfied by 
this agreement which will be a harbinger of 
national stability” said Afable. 

“At face value, the agreement gives us an 
idea that the peace process has moved several 
notches higher,” said Abhoud Syed Lingga, 
executive director of the Institute of 
Bangsamoro Studies in Cotobato, Mindanao. 

“But what we need to see is the institutional 
mechanism to ensure that the benefits will go 
down to the Bangsamoro (Philippine Muslim) 
masses," he said. 


THE FISHING vessel. 
that was caught. 
straying into 
protected waters in 
Donsol, Sorsogon, 
home of whale sharks 


thatare home to the. 
gentle creatures. мо 
pee 
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Donsol mayor leads raid 
on illegal fishing vessel 


DONSOL, SORSOGON—THIS 
town's mayor led the apprehen- 
sion ofa fishing vessel that strayed 
into protected waters in what she 
said was a gesture to show to her 
constituents that she was bent on 
the campaign against illegal fish- 
ing and was not receiving bribe 
from commercial fishers. 

Mayor Salve Ocaya, the Philip- 
pine Navy and the Task Force Sagip 
Kalikasan apprehended the vessel 
owned by Rodolfo Apuli and oper- 
ating in Donsol waters on Monday. 

Senior Insp. Perfecto Rabulan 
identified the arrested crew men 
ofthe vessel as Rodolfo "Omping" 
Apuli of Legazpi City; Rodolfo 
Pintal, Salvador Ortile Jr, Renato 
Pintal, Michael Bataller, Mark Ca- 
panso, Rodel Cabier, Ramil Маре 
and Robelito Pintal, all from Pio 


2004. 


Duran, Albay. 

"Шева! fishing should be cur- 
tailed to protect whale sharks, 10- 
cally known as butanding, from 
any form of human disturbance,” 
Ocaya said 

She added this species, which 
lives in the waters of Donsol, 
have turned this town into a 
tourist destination. 

A research made by Bicol Uni- 
versity Professor Vietor Soliman 
showed that the operation of the 
vessel here led to a 30 percent de- 
cline in the volume of fish as of 


A case has been filed against the 
suspects for the use of super lights, 
employing fishermen without per- 
mits and other violations. Michael 
Jaucian and Niño Jesus Orbeta, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Army says 10 NPA rebs 
killed in Quezon clashes 


LUCENA CITY—AT LEAST 10 NEW 
Peoples Army rebels were killed in 
ashes with government forces in 
the Quezon Bondoc Peninsula area 
since Sunday, according to the top 
commander of the military's South- 
"ern Luzon Command based here in 
Camp Nakar. 

Lt, General Pedro Cabuay Jt., 
Solcom chief, said the first en- 
counter occurred in Barangay 
Burgos, Catanauan town be- 
tween soldiers and communist 
guerrillas under the NPA's Maria 
‘Teresa de Leon Command. 

He said after a brief gunfight, 
an undetermined number of 
rebels withdrew toward the hin- 
terlands of nearby Mulanay town. 
. Government forces followed, 
backed by Air Force helicopters. 

‘The next day, Cabuay said, sol- 
diers again encountered the re- 
treating guerrillas in the village 
of Magsaysay in Mulanay. The 
guerrillas were seen fleeing to 
San Narciso town. 

On Tuesday, soldiers again 
caught up with the guerrillas in 
San Narciso. 

Cabuay said he ordered more 
troops sent to pursue the guerrillas. 

Maj. Jose Broso, Solcom spokes- 
person, in а report said the bodies 
of eight of the NPA casualties were 
recovered by government forces in 
the encounter sites. Firearms and 
ammunition were also found. 

Broso said government forces 
and volunteer civilians have been 
searching the escape routes to 
look for more NPA casualties, 


“From the latest report that we 
received, the locations of two 
more dead bodies were pinpoint- 
ed by civilian volunteers," Broso 
said yesterday. 

Communist spokesperson Gre- 
gorio "Ka Roger" Rosal said two 
Army soldiers were also killed by 
NPA snipers in the encounters. 

“The Red fighters were run- 
ning away from the encounter to 
save the civilians from getting 
caught in the erossfire. The ene- 
mies have been shooting wild no 
matter who gets hit," Rosal said. 

Broso vehemently denied Ro- 
sal's allegations, 

“He was just covering up their 
losses,” he said. 

‘A team from the human rights 
group Karapatan-Quezon has 
been sent to conduct а fact-finding 
mission in the encounter sites. 

Leng Jucutan, Karapatan-Que- 
zon chair, said they received in- 
formation that civilians fearful of 
the intensive military operation 
have already evacuated the area. 

‘A text message sent by Rosal to 
the Inguiner identified the killed 
NPA as Ariel Baleameda of Baran- 
gay Suha, Catanauan, Quezon, 

‘The two arrested civilians were 
identified as Ramon Asi, married, 
of Sitio Inawitan, Barangay Bur- 
gos, Mulanay, Quezon and Fred- 
erick Adan of Barangay Villa Au- 
rin, San Narciso, Quezon. 

Asi was arrested on Feb. 6, 
while Adan was arrested on Feb. 
8. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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of Korean 


PORAC, PAMPANGA—SOME 30 AETA ELDERS 
and leaders on Tuesday apologized to Gov 
Mark Lapid whom tribal folk barred from enter- 
ing their village on Sunday but they refused a 
plan by a Korean-owned travel company to de- 
velop a hot spring resort there. 

Danilo Tecson, tribal chieftain of Aetas in 
Рогас, Angeles and Mabalacat, apologized 
during a dialogue with local officials on the 
business proposal by Pull Travel Inc. 

“We're sorry if our tribe members reacted 
that way. That was because they felt offended 
because they were not consulted about the re- 
sort plan," Tecson said. 

The Aetas of Barangay Inararo, east of Mt. 
Pinatubo, set up road blockades to stop non- 
residents from entering the village hosting 
the hot spring. 

Lapid, who was on a mountaineering expe- 
dition that day, gained entry only after he 
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Aetas oppose entry 


resort 


called Mayor Exequiel Gamboa thrice 
through his mobile phone. 

In the dialogue, Gamboa fumed over the in- 
cident, saying the barring was a sign of disre- 
spect for the governor, who hailed from the 
area and who was not involved in the dispute. 

After the apologies were given, Tecson and 
Inararo Barangay captain Mary Bulatao re- 
torted by saying that the absence of consulta- 
tions with the Aetas was no less a disrespect 
for their right to have a say on projects in their 
lutan tua (ancestral land). 

Although the representatives of the pro- 
jects proponent explained their plan in the 
area, the elders and leaders rejected it. 

They demanded a detailed contract specify- 
ing the terms for use of the site, environmental 
‘management and the benefits the Aetas would 
get like jobs and community projects. Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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REMEMBERING RIZAL 

President Macapagal-Arroyo chats by the 
bay with fishermen George Acopiado 
(center), a great-grandson of Filomeno 
 Acopiado who was a former student of Dr. 
Jose Rizal, and Romy Tagapan after 
inspecting the Dr. Jose Rizal landing site that 
will be improved with the use of national and 
local government funds. 


Comelec order 
fuels tension 
in Tanauan City 


TANAUAN CITY—TENSION GRIPPED THIS CITY 
as hundreds of supporters of embattled Mayor Al- 
fredo Corona yesterday trooped to the city hall 
grounds a day after the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) issued a resolution installing Sonia 
Torres Aquino as the city’s duly-elected mayor. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Calabarzon po- 
lice director, sent 100 policemen to maintain 
peace and order as angry supporters of Coro- 
па held a program at the city hall lobby. 

Police set up checkpoints. 

Corona's supporters hanged streamers con- 
demning the election body's supposed ma- 
neuvering to favor the “moneyed and influen- 
tial” Torres-Aquino. ” 

The Inqumen tried to contact lawyer 
George Erwin Garcia, Torres-Aquino's coun- 
sel, but he did not answer calls and text mes- 
sages on his mobile phone. 

led by the Kalipunan ng mga Tanauefio 
Para sa Tunay na Tinig ng Tao, the protesters 
inflated the tires of a dump truck to block the 
entrance tothe city hall 

Medel Manalo, Corona's executive assis- 
tant, said Corona's supporters went to the city 
hall late Wednesday as soon as news spread 
about the implementation of the Comelec or- 
der which directed the incumbent mayor to 
relinquish his position to his political rival. 

“The people of Tanauan will never let anybody 
steal their vores and bury the ruth," Manalo said. 

Ina ruling Feb. 7, the Comelec said since they 
failed to come up with a majority decision favor- 
ing Согопа motion to overturn the Dec. 22, 
2005 resolution of its Second Division, the com- 
mission has decided to uphold the division's writ 
of execution installing Torres-Aquino as mayor. 

The case stemmed from the complaint filed 
by Torres-Aquino accusing Corona of massive 
cheating which Corona denied. 

The order, signed by Comelec Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos, was issued after the poll body 
held an executive session. 

Lawyer Ronaldo Ilas, the provincial election 
officer, served the order on Wednesday Mar- 
lon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Kin of OFWs stranded 
in Riyadh seek help 


BAGUIO CITY—THE PARENTS OF 15 OVER- 
seas Filipino workers in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
are asking the government to repatriate their 
daughters who are protesting their employ- 
ers’ alleged human rights abuses and breach 
of their job contracts. 

The workers, who came from Baguio, Benguet 
and La Union, started the protest in the first week 
of January this year. They have remained locked 
upat the rooftop ofa building in Riyadh. 

They are suffering from hunger, thirst and sick- 
ness for almost a month, Flora Belinan, spokesper- 
son of Migrante-Cortiller, told a forum here. 

Lydia Balawen, mother of one of the work- 
ers, said she received a letter from her daugh- 
ter who complained about their condition at 
the rooftop of a building, which serves as the 
living quarters of the employees. 

“My daughter said they are now running 
out of food because even the food donated by 
other OFWs is being blocked. The water that 
they are drinking is not potable and itis very 
dirty. 1 and the other parents are always cry- 
ing and having sleepless nights because we 
are thinking about their condition. They are 
all going to die there,” said Balawen. 

The 15 workers accused their employer, the 
Annasban Group, of violating their job con- 
tracts. They applied as janitors at a mental 
hospital in Riyadh and were hired through 
two Manila-based recruitment agencies. 

Belinan said the workers’ complaints in- 
cluded illegal pay deduction, non-payment of 
overtime pay and lack of food. Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Senate threatens to cite Cabinet men for contempt 


From page Al 
be approved "between the end of 
March and the middle of April.” 

At present, the budget measure 
has yet to be sponsored on the 
floor by Rep. Rolando Andaya, 
House appropriations committee 
chair. He-said he intended to do 
this on Monday. 

Since last year, the Senate has 
been conducting parallel budget 
hearings, convening itself into a 
committee of the whole. 


Investigation, not deliberation 

Defensor said the new Palace 
directive was “logical” because 
the “power of the purse lies with- 
in the House.” 

"The role of the Senate is to 
concur with the House approval 
of the budget," he said. 

Defensor said executive offi- 
cials shared "underlying con- 
cerns” that the Senate budget de- 
liberations were a forum for de- 
structive politics. 

He cited the incident at the 


Senate hearing on the budget of 
the Department of Agrarian Re- 
form. Senators asked Agrarian 
Reform Secretary Nasser Pangan- 
daman if he had helped hide for- 
mer Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano. 

“Ies more of an investigation 
than a deliberation on the bud- 
get,” he said. 

The opposition claims that 
wiretapped conversations be- 
tween Garcillano and Ms Arroyo 
showed that the President had 
rigged the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. 

At a briefing, Gordon said the 
President's decision to bar her of- 
ficials from attending the Senate 
budget hearings could be inter- 
preted as trying to hide some- 
thing from the people. 


‘SC urged to rule on EO legality 

"(Thats why 1 would advise 
her not to hide things from the 
people by not letting the Cabinet 
go [to hearings],” he said. 


Senators Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago and Edgardo Angara pressed the 
Supreme Court to resolve the case 
questioning the БОЗ legality while 
other senators pushed for a dialogue 
between Ms Arroyo and Senate 
Jeaders to break the impasse. 

Santiago, a UP law professor 
and former regional trial court 
judge, agreed with Gordon about 
the need to cite for contempt offi- 
cials who snub the Senate, but 
voiced some reservations about it. 

"Well, we can always dedare 
them in contempt and order them 
sent to jail, but as we said before 
that will become another casus bel- 
X. Te will be another ground for 
‘waging even a more terminal war,” 
she said at the same briefing. 

Smarting from the snub by 
Bunye and top DILG officals, sen- 
ators held an emergency caucus 
Wednesday night. 

At the caucus, proposals to cite 
for contempt officials who would 
snub hearings and pass a resolu- 
tion condemning the action of 


Bunye and the DILG officials 
меге put on the floor, among ой 
er things, but no one would say 
a consensus was reached. 


Unconstitutional 

Both Santiago and Gordon 
agreed that the EO was unconsti- 
tutional and a breach of inter-de- 
partmental courtesy. 

"No other democracy has done 
this, that is why we have no 
precedent to follow," she said. 

Gordon said the others wanted 
to express their umbrage. “But 1 
said, ез call it what itis. This isa 
violation of the Constitution.” 

Santiago, however, said that 
the “best course of action” for the 
Senate would be to move the 
‘Supreme Court to rule on a peti- 
tion seeking to nullify the EO “as 
fast as possible.” 

Angara went as far as to pro- 
pose that Senate lawyers move to 
speed up the resolution of the 
casebefore the high tribunal. 

"This is tying up the Senate's 


hands from performing its func- 
tion to gather facts on which to 
base policies. And I ask the 
Supreme Court to have it expedit- 
ей for the sake of the country" he 
said in a phone interview. 

“Let's [allow] the third branch, 
the final arbiter of disputes, to 
settle itonce and for all," he said. 

Letting the high court decide 
on the touchy issue to avert fur- 
ther confrontation between 
Malacafiang and Senate, accord- 
ing to Santiago. 


Dialogue 

The other senators were not clos- 
ing the door to a dialogue between 
Malacafiang officials and Senate 
leaders to break the impasse. 

"We should act responsibly. 
both sides. We owe it to the people. 
Can't we thresh this out by talking?" 
administration Sen. Joker Arroyo 
said in an interview over dzBB. 

Defensor said he believed that 
both Malacafiang and the Senate 
should “set parameters" so as to 


S&P upbeat on RP debt but Moody’s pessimistic 


From page Al 


& Poor's, Moodys, as well as Fitch 
Ratings, cut their outlooks to neg- 
ative from stable last year over 
concerns about delays in the im- 
plementation of the VAT law as 
calls for Ms Arroyo's resignation 
intensified amid allegations of 
fraud in the 2004 presidential 
election. 

Standard & Poor's seems satis- 
fied with the Arroyo administra- 
tion’s moves to raise taxes and 
boost the government's ability to 
pay off its debts. 

"The stable outlook reflects re- 
vised expectations concerning 
the prospects of policy continuity 
and adherence to fiscal consoli- 
dation, which foreshadows im- 
proved chances for overall deficit 
reduction and stabilization of the 
country’s debt dynamics,” said 
Standard & Poor's credit analyst 
Agost Benard. 


Analysts surprised 

But Moody's said the Arroyo 
administration must make more 
progress in raising revenues and 
bringing down "exceptionally 
high" public debt amid political 
uncertainties. 

Moodys decision surprised 


some analysts. Markets had ear- 
lier priced in am outlook up- 
grade by international ratings 
agencies after the Arroyo ad- 
ministration raised the VAT rate 
his month. 

Other analysts, however, 
shared Moodys view that the 
Philippines had to prove its fiscal 
reforms would generate sustain- 
able results. 

“We have to look at the num- 
bers again in three to six 
months," said Song Seng Wun, 
regional economist at CIMB- 
С.К. Securities in Singapore. 
"One or two sparrows does not 
necessarily indicate the arrival 
of spring." 

А team from Moody's, which 
has rated Philippine debt four 
notches below investment grade, 
conducted a ratings review in De- 
cember last year. 

"Moody's believes that the 
Philippines will need to make 
more progress in fiscal consolida- 
tion before downward pressure is 
removed on its BL-ratings,” the 
ratings agency said in a summary 
ofits report. 

"The achievement of expanded 
value-added tax revenue targets 
for 2006, the overall outturn of 
the 2006 budget, the reasonable 


Gore: Earth our only 


From page Al 


lecture on global warming com- 
plete with graphs, slides, video 
clips and satellite photos ob- 
tained from the National Aero- 
nautical and Space Administra- 
tion (Nasa) showing the extent of 
the environmental damage 
around the world, 

In particular, Gore illustrated 
how the increase in carbon diox- 
ide levels around the world was 
leading to higher temperatures 
worldwide, causing glaciers and 
the polar ice cap to melt 

He showed computer simula- 
tions of how major coastal cities 
around the world would be flood- 
ed by an average 5-meter rise in 
the sea level caused by melting 
polar ice. 

“Two million people in Manila 
will have to be relocated he 
said, as the simulation showed 
the northern and other low-lying 
areas of the metropolis being 
flooded as Manila Bay rushed 
land. 

Gore's insights on issues such 
as global warming, the depletion 
of the ozone layer and the de- 
struction of rainforests is said to 
have played a major role in poli- 
cy-making for the Clinton gov- 
emment, In recent years, he 
strongly pushed for the passage 
ofthe Kyoto Treaty, an agreement 
among the world's major super- 
powers to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

During Gore's tenure as vice 
president, he was already a 
strong proponent for environ- 
mental protection. While a sena- 
tor, he traveled around the world 
on numerous fact-finding mis- 
sions to work on his book, "Earth 
їп Balance: Ecology and the Hu- 
man Spirit,” which explains the 
necessity for environmentalism 
and calls for a global marshal 
paln to rescue the planet from en- 
vironmental disasters. 

Gore also pointed out the 
threat to the environment 
brought about by the population 
explosion, especially in the devel- 
oping world which includes 
countries like the Philippines. 


“We have to accept the moral 
reality" he said. "I know popula- 
tion is an issue here and I don't 
want to meddle but the biggest 
increases are happening in poor 
countries.” 

‘The population explosion is al- 
so causing the exploitation of 
valuable rainforests which, in 
turn, aggravates environmental 
degradation. 

"I said I wouldn't meddle, but 
you're losing 2 percent of your 
forests each year" he said. 
"They're more valuable to you for 
ecological purposes than for 
wood. 


And mining, too 

“But that's for you to decide,” 
he said. Gore also noted that the 
mining of minerals could also de- 
stroy the environment. 

“Thate to meddle, but the costs 
have to be calculated,” he said, 
stressing that political will is the 
key toward implementing re- 
forms on the environmental 
front. 

“Fortunately, in democracies, 
political will is a renewable r 
source,” he said, drawing laugh- 
ter from the audience. 


‘Standing ovation 

Gore's impassioned presenta- 
tion was received with deafening 
applause and a standing ovation 
from the audience. 

“I wish all our politicians were 
like him,” former Education Sec- 
retary Florencio "Butch" Abad 
said when interviewed after the 
presentation. "Then this would 
be a much, much better country” 

Former Prime Minister Cesar 
EA. Virata said the government 
and the country already recog- 
nized the problems highlighted in. 
Gore's presentation, but pointed 
ош that much remairied to be 
done. 


Slap in the face 

“We have so many laws already 
їп place like the Clean Air Act and 
the Clean Water Act," he sald. 
"Ies always a question of imple- 
mentation.” 

Sen. Richard Gordon, for his 


assurance that current policies 
‘will be maintained into the future 
will be important considerations 
for Moody's to change the rating 
‘outlook back to stable from nega- 
tive,” it added. 


Highly vulnerable 

Moody's said the high level of 
public debt as well as weak ex- 
port earnings would leave the 
government's finances highly vul- 
nerable to domestic or external 
shocks. 

The ratings agency also said 
unresolved political issues—such 
as the ongoing debate over Char- 
ter change and next year's con- 
gressional elections—could dis- 
tract the government from pursu- 
ing fiscal reforms. 

‘While ruling out extra-consti- 
tutional means in resolving 
questions on the legitimacy of 
the Arroyo presidency, Moody's 
said "the range of possible polit- 
ical outcomes has enough un- 
predictability as to cause con- 
cern.” ž 

But Finance Secretary Margar- 
ito Teves said in a statement that 
while the Arroyo administration 
recognized the need for sustained 
reforms, it felt Moody's “should 
have put greater emphasis on its 


achievements in support of fiscal 
sustainability and deficit reduc- 
tion" 

Teves said the implementa- 
tion ofa higher VAT rate on Feb. 
1 “was the final stage of a pack- 
age of fiscal reforms, which 
during 2005 delivered a 14- 
percent increase in revenue 
and the lowest fiscal deficit in 
four years.” 

“Going forward, we expect 
our fiscal reform initiatives to 
deliver 23.7-percent growth in 
programmed revenues and 
help reduce the deficit to 
around 2.1 percent of GDP 
(gross domestic product) in 
2006," he added. 

John Teng, head of Asian credit 
research at Nomura International 
in Hong Kong, said an outlook 
upgrade was only a matter of 
time. 

“At this stage, it's quite irrele- 
vant whether the rating agencies 
have negative outlooks or not,” 
he said. "Its quite clear that 
things have stabilized and arè 
looking better." 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz 
said investors were aware of the 
positive developments on fiscal 
reforms “as evidenced by the 
surging foreign investment flows, 


rising equities market, narrowing 
bond spreads and the strengthen- 
ing of the peso.” 


Fitch report 

Fitch Ratings, which finished 
its most recent review of the 
Philippines in January, is expect- 
ed to release its report within 
weeks. 

The Philippines, Asia's largest 
issuer of sovereign bonds after 
Japan, had a below-target budget 
deficit in 2005 of P146.5 billion 
($2.83 billion), or around 2.8 
percent of gross domestic prod- 
ча. 

The Arroyo administra- 
tion—which hopes to balance the 
national budget by 2008—ex 
pects to easily meet this year’s 
target deficit of P125 billion, or 
2.1 percent of GDB with better 
tax collection and extra revenues 
of about P75 billion from the VAT 
reform. 

“We think there isa good possi- 
bility that Fitch will downgrade 
to BB-minus," said Scott Wilson, 
sovereign credit analyst at UBS in 
Singapore. “The balanced budget 
plans rest on some very rosy rev- 
enue assumptions which are un? 
likely tobe met." Witha report 
from Reuters 


home, now at risk, let’s save it 


part, called Gore's presentation а 
"good slap in the face.” 

“it’s a very rude wake-up call 
for us," he said. "We have to move 
fast, especially on the population 
issue.” 

Gore and his party arrived 


shortly before 2 p.m. at the Ni 
noy Aquino International Air- 
port aboard a Japan Airlines 
flight and were met by the Presi- 
dential Security Group, which 
had earlier requested airport 
authorities for special assis- 


tance for the visitor. 

Gore will fly to India today to 
repeat his gospel on the environ- 
ment. 

“The earth is our only home,” 
he said "IQs nowat risk. Lets save 
к” 


“avoid miscommunication.” 

“Tm one of many people who t. 
wish [that] the Senate and the ex- 9 
ecutive would institutionally work” 
out their relationship because this. 
‘would be better for all,” he said. 


Conspiracy theory 

Speaker Jose de Venecia as- 
sured senators that the proposed ^^ 
2006 national budget would be!” 
passed by the chamber before the 
end of the month. 

De Venecia dismissed the “con-“ > 
spiracy theory" aired by senators 
that the administration wanted a. , 
reenacted budget. н 

The Speaker declared in De”! 
cember last year that the 2005 
national budget would be reen- 
acted for 45 days only. He expect- 
ed the House, and later the Sen-'7t 
ate, to pass the General Appropri-"* 
ations Act of 2006 in March. 

Once this year's budget is enact- 
ed, all the increases in budgetary 
allocations will be retroactive to 
Jan. 1, according to De Venecia. 


xb 


PDI cartoonist ... 
Frompage at 

The top winners of the 2005 
Lurie Awards were Gerald Mayer 
Hofer of Austria, David Pope of Aus- 
tralia and Osamni Simanca of Brazil, 
who were awarded the first, second 
and third prizes, respectively. 

Daroy was one of 10 artists on 
the honorable-mention list. 

The Ranan Lurie Awards, 
launched in 1999 and first held in 
2000, are named after the Israeli 
artist, journalist, novelist, inven- 
tor and Mensa member whom the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
cited as “the most widely syndi- 
cated political cartoonist in the 
world" since 1980. 

Lurie's work has been featured 
in Life, Newsweek, Time, US News 
and World Report, Die Welt of Ger- 
many, The Times of London, Asahi 
Shimbun of Japan and Neue 
Zurcher Zeitung of Switzerland. 

His daily animated cartoons 
were featured on the Mac- 
Nei/Lehrer Newshour, ABC's 
Nightline and Early Morning 
News, and Germany's ZDF televi- 
sion network. 

‘The cartoons were created using 
а new animation system Lurie in- 
vented himself. 

Daroy, 47, joined the INQUIRER 
in December 2002. He draws the 
editorial cartoons for its Wednes-s. 
day and Friday issues. [5] 

He graduated from De La Salle "©. 
University with degrees in com- 
‘munication arts and philosophy. 

Last year, Daroy won a Catholic 
Mass Media Award for Best Edito- 
rial Cartoon and tied for the top 
prize in the “Sining Guhit” ‘editorial 
cartoon and comic strip contest 
held by the National Commission 
for Culture and the Arts. Jamie 
Alarcon, PDI Research 


Before: P29,000. 


Now 


only: 


P23,995. 


SRP: Р 35,000. 


Phaser 6250. 


EL 

2400 аи 
Ache Post Soript 3 
EI 


Spain UN 


SRP: P 75,000. 


Fuji Xo 


THE DOCUMENT COM 


FUJI XEROX 


P 29,995. 


Professions! Cour 


hate Duplex 
1100000 олу ymo. 


P 69,995. 


Call us NOW at 723-0601 and we'll match you with tho right sol 


10000 алу cyto. 
Bua LAN 
SRP- P45,000 


P 39,995. 
Phaser 7300 


SRP: P 55,000. 


P 49,995. 
Phaser 5500 


DocuPrint 305 
Work Group 
+13) Tabit 


an 
"Tro 1200 dpi 

^64 MB RAM 

“100000 duty cyclfmo. 


‘Bullen LAN 
‘SRP. 65,000 


P 59,995. 
Phaser 7750. 


"Prolossonal Colour. 
En 


137 ppm Blaciy30 ppm Coler 


EI 
ae Post Sot 3 
162 MB RAM 
[o а 
3,00 aut omo. 
E 

‘SRP: P195,000. 


P189,995. 


rox Laser Printers aro distri 


MANY 


En 


P229,995. 


lution! Emaii: nquireQati.com ph Fax. No. 723-7951 URL: www.atl.com.ph 
‘buted by American Technologies, Inc. 


Winning documents from 
the brand you can trust! 


“Kang of Calor 


Ed 
EL 
пе 1200 d 
PL 
S0 MB AM 
118000 ди yet 
Манок ready 


P399,995. 


f metrowank 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Mo ynn (Леа, o majat Credit cards 


с D TAN 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 


Lawmakers defer ... 


From page Al 
Lofva for the United States to “resolve” the 
custody issue, considering that its the DFA 
which directly deals with the US Embassy. 

"Its within their purview and we will cer- 
tainly be guided by the statements of Senator 
Defensor,” he said 

Santiago said that the US Embassy invited Lov- 
fa members three weeks ago to visit the American 
Marines and meet with embassy officials. 

“The meeting was very amicable. There 
was a meeting of minds on the custody that it 
might be with the US embassy at the moment 
but they're willing to negotiate it with Secre- 
tary Romulo,” she said. 

“The Americans are now willing to contin- 
ue with the negotiations while the trial is on- 
going,” Santiago added. 


Accused can go to Okinawa 

Jones also promised that the four accused 
Marines will not be allowed to leave the coun- 
try “until after final judgment in the case of 
rape which is now pending trial.” 

"Under the VFA, the only obligation ofthe US 
is to produce the accused when demanded by 
the court. So, technically they can go to Oki- 
nawa and just come whenever the judge in 
Subic requires their physical presence,” Santia- 
go said. The servicemen are based in Okinawa. 

“But the US Embassy has explicitly gone be- 
yond that and has given us the commitment 
that the four Marines will remain in Philippine 
territory ший after final judgment,” she said. 

Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, Lovfa сосһай, al- 
зо said that the US Embassy also promised that 


@ the American servicemen would appear before 


the Olongapo court when the case against them 
proceeds and they are arraigned. 

“We are glad that the Americans said that if 
and when the accused servicemen are arraigned 
in Olongapo, they will be present,” Cuenco said. 

Santiago said that a renegotiation of the en- 
tire УРА might occur before the end of the year. 


"Since the VFA requires that the trial shall be 
finished in one years time, before the end of 
2006, Secretary Romulo or his representative 
will already sit down (with US representatives) 
to renegotiate the entire VFA,” she said. 

Besides Santiago and Cuenco, the other Lov- 
fa members who visited the US Embassy at 10 
am. were Sen, Richard Gordon and Represen- 
tatives Rozzano Rufino Biazon (Muntinlupa) 
and Joseph Emilio Abaya (Cavite). 

Santiago said that the accused—Staff Sgt. 
Chad Brian Carpentier, 27; Lance Corporals 
Daniel Smith, 20; Dominic Duplantis, 21, and 
Keith Silkwood, 23—were allowed to leave 
the Jusmag building inside the embassy com- 
pound only for exercises. 


Mental anguish 

“While they may not be undergoing physi- 
cal punishment because they're presumed in- 
nocent, they have mental torture. I see, as a 
former trial judge, that they are under mental 
anguish,” Santiago said. 

“They all looked pale,” she added. 

Santiago said that the lawmakers somehow 
felt sorry for the accused because of their 
youth. She added that Carpentier had two 
children—aged 1 and 7. 

"Its easy to talk about theories and the law 
but, once you give a face [to the accused] like 
what happened [yesterday morning], the sen- 
ators and congressmen had second thoughts. 
Ifthey are condemned [after trial] their lives 
‘would be ruined," Santiago said. 

"They were really afraid. When I shook 
hands with one of the youngest, his hand was as 
cold as ice. The expression on their faces was 
like they were begging for mercy" she said. 

“That's why you would feel sorry if you're a 
mother like me. You'd think of their future, 
since they are also like my children, if they're 
imprisoned in our jails ... you know some- 
times that could be dangerous,” Santiago 
sad. — Withareport from Volt Contreras 


Court allows shoe lady 


From page At 

Northem Marianas Gov. Benigno R. Fitial in 
Manila last Monday at the Shangri-La Hotel in 
Makati City. A Saipan newspaper Pacific Times 
posted on its website a photo of the 60-year-old 
governor looking at Ms Marcos, 76. 

Yesterday, the former first lady was herself 
allowed by the court to travel to Hong Kong 
later this month to seek alternative medicine 
treatment for her ailing knees and a cough. 

Ms Marcos faces a string of civil and crimi- 
nal charges relating to her husband's $683 
million Swiss bank deposits, and needs court 
permission to travel abroad. 

‘Judge Silvino Panfilo of the Manila Region- 
al Trial Court Branch 26 said that after careful 
consideration, the court granted Marcos’ mo- 
tion based on her constitutional right and on 
humanitarian grounds. 

The court said Marcos has until Feb. 21 to 
fy to Hong Kong after posting a travel bond of 
P320,000. 

Government prosecutors did not oppose Mar- 
cos’ motion, court clerk Norma Ferreras said. 

А similar motion filed by Marcos’ lawyer 
last year was rejected on the grounds that she 


had failed to respect previous dates set by the 
court for her return to the Philippines. It 
wasn't clear why the court changed its mind, 
but Marcos’ lawyer Robert Sison said the lat- 
est motion was different. 

Marcos then had wanted to travel to 
Shanghai to consult an alternative medicine 
practitioner, but this time she mentioned only 
Hong Kong. 


Well-deserved title 

Marcos, widow of deposed President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, earned the title of “Queen of 
Shoes” when thousands of her signature 
shoes were discovered at Malacafiang Palace 
during the 1986 revolution. 

In 2001, Ms Marcos opened a shoe muse- 
um in Marikina City, the footwear capital of 
the Philippines, where most of the shoes from 
her Palace days are now on display. 

Fitial wants the Hong Kong-based Yue 
Yuen, also known as YY, to consider set- 
ting up a factory on Saipan. ҮҮ is the 
world’s leading supplier of branded 
wholesale athletic and casual wear. With 
areport from AP 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE POLICE HAVE YET TO DETERMINE 
who between the kin of two women who died 
in Saturday's stampede at the PhilSports Are- 
na is the rightful owner of P49,000 in cash 
found by a rescue volunteer. 

Yesterday, the children of stampede victims. 
‘Aurora Soriano, 56, and Virginia Javierto, 81, 
brought the clothes their mothers were wear- 
ing on the day they were killed, hoping these 
‘would resolve the matter. 

Pasig City Rescue Team volunteer Candy 
Lacno, 24, found the money while going 
through the victims’ belongings to look for 
identification cards on Saturday morning. 

"The 49 P1,000 bills were in a white enve- 
lope found inside the pocket of an elderly 
woman who was holding a sky blue bag Lacno 
recalled. Inside the bag, she said, were identi- 
fication cards which later led her and the po- 
lice to the children of Soriano. 

Pasig City Mayor Vicente Eusebio personal- 
ly witnessed the turning over of the money on 
Monday. The following day, the children of 
Javierto, who was killed in the stampede with 
her daughter Josephine, went to Eusebio's of- 
fice. They claimed the money was their moth- 
ers, who went straight to the PhilSports Are- 
па to see Wowowee, a noontime show on 
ABS-CBN, after withdrawing P50,000 from a 
bank. 

Javiertos daughter, Estrellita, who was 


METROBRIEFS 


Businessman shot dead 
ABUSINESSMAN was shot dead by five 
unidentified men who barged into his house in 
Muntinlupa City Wednesday night, police said. 
Tito Рафи, 58, a barrel dealer and resident of 
Lakeview Homes, Barangay Putatan, died of 
several gunshot wounds at the Muntinlupa 
City Medical Center. His son, Joey, was also 
treated at the hospital fora gunshot wound at- 
ter the suspects fired upon him when he came 
to his father's rescue. A tricycle driver told the 
police that five men flagged him down in front 
of the victim's house and ordered him at gun- 
point to bring them to Tibagan Street, near 
Country Homes, also in the same barangay. 
When they reached the area, the suspects 
alighted from his vehicle and fled on foot. The 
police have yet to establish the motive in the 
killing but said it could be business-related 
Jocelyn R. Uy 


More raps vs trader 
[ADDITIONAL charges may be filed against the 
businesswoman who was caught with prohibit- 
ed drugs at the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (Nala) after she allegedly tried to bribe Bu- 
Teau of Customs (BOC) inspectors. When the 
suspect, Luz Anastacio, presented her folded 
Customs declaration form, the examiners no- 
ticed that there was five hundred baht attached 
toit, according to Мите! Tuazon, chief of the 
Customs arrival operations division. "That's an- 
other offense," Tuason said in an interview. 
Anastacio was apprehended at the Naia on 
Wednesday atter authorities found inside her 
bag 16 kilos of suspected Ecstasy and Bangkok 
pilis. The BOC was set to file charges of illegal 
importation against her yesterday after the 
tablets found in her bag were tested and found 
to be a precursor for prohibited drugs, accord- 
ing to the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency. 
Nikko Dizon 


Driver killed inside van 

A DRIVER was killed inside a van when a crane 
tipped over and its boom fell on the vehicle yes- 
terday The accident happened atthe parking lot 
of the Rockwell Commercial Center in Makati 
City. The fatality, identified as Cecilio Casuncad, 
38, died behind the wheel of the Ford Explorer 
(WPN 242). Senior Insp. Rey Garduque, chief of 
the Makati Police Department's Police Commu- 
nity Precinct 9, sald the van was wrecked whlle 
а Mercedes Benz parked nearby was slightly 
damaged. Barangay officials, citing sketchy re- 
ports, said that Jaime Senisen, a forklift opera- 
tor, was maneuvering the crane when the inci 
dent occurred. Meanwhile, a painter was killed 
after he accidentally fll of а high rise building 
at the Ortigas Business District the other morn- 
ing. Police sald the victim was Alberto Calica of 
Parafiaque City. He was brought to The Medical 
City where he died while undergoing treatment, 
Pasig City Police investigation chief Supt. Gerry. 
Galvan said. Tarra V. Quismundo and Edson С. 
Tandoc Jr. 


CFC-Kids for Christ meet 
THE 1st CFC-Kids for Christ school-based соп- 
ference wil be held tomorrow, Fab. 11, from 7 
ат, to 3 p.m. atthe Amoranto Multi Purpose 
Hall in Scout Chuatoco, Quezon City. The event, 
organized by the CFC-Kids for Christ (school 
based) is open to all students ages 4-12 years 
old With the theme, “Follow God's example т 
everything you do, because you are His dear 
children, (Ephesians 5:1), the conference's 
highlights include a Bible quiz bee, fun games, 
workshops, talks and a minl-pralse fest. Regls- 
tration fee Is P100 per person (exclusive of 
unch/snacks). 


IVP general assembly 

THE INTERNATIONAL Visitor Program Philip- 
pines (IVP Philippines) Alumni Foundation wili 
hold ts sixth annual general membership 
meeting tomorrow, from 9 a.m. lo 5 p.m., atthe 
Cultural Center of the Philippines. IVP Philip- 
pines, headed by chair Adolfo S. Suzara, Is 
composed of about 500 members, all former 
grantees of the United States International Visi- 
tors Program, who now work for the govern- 
mentor the private sector. It Is a nongovern- 
ment volunteer organization committed to the 
promotion of volunteerism in society. The 
‘meeting with the theme, “Responsible Stew- 
ardship for Sustainable National Develop- 
ment,” wil be an opportunity for members to 
discuss Important issues and future plans. 
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MIETRO 
Who really owns recovered cash? FAMILY TRAGEDY 


with her mother and sister during the stam- 
pede, but managed to survive, went to the 
Eastern Police District Annex Office yesterday 
afternoon. Bent on proving their family's 
claim, she brought her mothers maroon 
blouse, brown skirt and green pants. 

“The money belongs to my mother. It is im- 
possible that two women in the crowd were 
carrying P49,000 at the same time,” Estrellita 
told the INQumen in Filipino. 

But after looking at the clothes, Lacno said 
the woman from whom she had gotten the 
money was wearing a different set of clothes. 

“The woman was wearing a blouse with 
floral patterns and dark blue jogging pants,” 
Lacno said, almost in tears as Javierto's chil- 
dren violently reacted at her statements. 

But three hours later, Soriano's son, Lovin- 
sky, also showed up at the station, bringing 
with him the clothes his mother wore: a light 
brown shirt and blue maong pants. 

He said his mother had been borrowing 
money from a cooperative and Indian traders 
to put up a vegetable stand. His mother was 
on her way to buy vegetables at the Bal- 
intawak Market in Quezon City but her 
friends convinced her to go with them to 
‘watch the show, he added. 

Lovinsky said they would cooperate in any 
investigation. He added that he was also will- 
ing to return the money, which he said is stil 
intact, “but only if there would be enough 
proof that it belongs to someone else." 


3 stabbed dead 


ByD] Yap 


TRAGEDY STRUCK MEMBERS OF A 
family in Quezon City yesterday 
when three females of the house- 
hold—a mother, her 7-month-old 
daughter, and a grandmother—were 
killed bya still unidentified assailant. 

Jonah Borja, 32, was found dead in- 
side their house at Block 213, Lot 21 
Yuan St., Phase В, North Fairview, Que- 
zon Gity, her body apparently serving 


parently strangled, police said. 


as shield for her daughter Julianna. 
Borja's mother, Narcisa Elpidez, 65, 
was also discovered dead on the sec- 
ond floor of the two-story house. All 
three sustained stab wounds. But Elpi- 
dez, who was found hanging by a 
grilled window with a telephone cord 
looped around her neck, was also ap- 


According to Jonah's husband, Nel- 
son, she left their house at 8 a.m. with 
Juliana to visit her mother who lived 


e 
im MOme 
i 
$ 
опе block away from their home. At $ 
11:30 a.m., Nelson said he received a ў 
call from a relative telling him that f 
something had happened to his fami- $ 
ly. Police believe the crime occurred { 
Between 8:30-11 a.m.. i 
Quezon City police said they have y 
not yet established a motive for ће? 
crime. 
Apart from Nelson, Elpidez’s boarder, 
а 23-year-old man, have been asked by 


the police to shed light on the incident. ^ 


Tumana Bridge reopens in March 


By Jerome Aning 


GOOD NEWS FOR COMMUTERS 
looking for a faster alternate route be- 
tween Quezon City, Marikina City, 
San Mateo, Rizal and the northeast- 
ет areas of the province, and vice 
versa. 

The Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) yesterday an- 
nounced it was speeding up the con- 


fore the start of the rainy season. 


struction of the Tumana Bridge to 
pave the way for its opening next 
month. DPWH National Capital Re- 
gion Director Josefino Rigor said Pub- 
lic Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane Jr. had personally ordered 
him to finish work on the project be- 


With the completion of the bridge, 
‘motorists going to Quezon City from 
Marikina and vice versa would no 


longer have to take the longer route 3 
through the Marcos Highway ог} 
Katipunan Avenue. 

It will also make crossing the $ 
Marikina River safer because mo- 
torists would no longer have to pass 
through the Tumana spillway. The 
spillway had been the site of acci- 
dents in the past because it is often 
submerged in floodwaters during 
heavy rains. 
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Protesting truckers jam roads to NLEx 


ByDJ Yap 


JFRAFFIC LEADING TO THE NORTH 
‘Luzon Expressway (NLEX) was para- 
Jyzed for hours yesterday after an orga- 
hhization of truckers staged a rally to 
protest the load limit being imposed on 
trucks using the expressway. 


The protest, led by the Alliance of 
Concerned Truck Owners and Organi- 
zations (Actoo), not only snarled traffic 
along Andres Bonifacio Avenue in Que- 
zon City, but also affected the opera- 
tions of cargo trucks transporting goods 
from international and local ports to 
their destinations in the north. 
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The truckers had planned to stage a 
program at the NLEx tollgate to call for 
amoratorium on the load limit imposed 
by the Manila North Tollways Corp. 
(MNTC). According to them, the move 
was causing them millions of pesos in 
losses daily. On their way to the ex- 
pressway, however, the protesters were 
stopped by Metro Manila policemen on 
Andres Bonifacio Avenue at around 9 
a.m. The number of trucks was estimat- 


‘ed at between 150 and 300. 

More than an hour later, the traffic 
jam had spread to nearby areas in 
Navotas, Caloocan and Valenzuela 
cities, according to Northern Police Dis- 
trict director Chief Supt. Raul Gonza- 
les. 

According to Actoo president Ricky 
Papa, the MNTC's "No Overloading” 
policy was putting the truckers at a 
grave disadvantage because they were 
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* Statistically the largest single purchase 
you make in your life would be your house, 
why not get the best lock to go with it..." 
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not responsible for the weight of their cargo. 

"Once a container truck arrives at a port, 
our job is to drive it to where the shipper 
wants it. We don't know how much it weighs, 
and even if we knew it was overloaded, we 
can't just open it and reduce its weight be- 
cause we could be charged with hijacking or 
pilferage,” Papa added. 

The MNTC imposes a load limit of 13.5 
tons per axle and charges the trucker between 
P1,500 and P2,700 for each violation, said 
Teddy Gervacio, president of the Integrated 
North Harbor Truckers Association. To make 
matters worse, the truck' license plate is also 
confiscated, to be redeemed in two to three 
days, he said. “If we get caught a third time, 
we won't be able to make deliveries for three 
months," Gervacio said. 

Papa said there ought tobe a mechanism by 
which the truckers would not bear the brunt 
of the overloading policy. “Any given day, 
there are about 2,000 apprehensions. That's 
2,500 per truck. That's a lot of money,” he 
said. He added that the “immediate relief” 
would be to impose a temporary moratorium 
on the apprehensions for overloading viola- 
tions. But during a brief negotiation at the 
Clover Leaf Interchange Tunnel, MINTC mar- 
keting director Renato Ticzon said a morato- 
rium was not possible. 

After the negotiation, which was also at- 
tended by National Capital Region Police Of- 
fice chief Director Vidal Querol and Quezon 
City police director Chief Supt. Nicasio 
Radovan Jr, the protesters were allowed to 
move оп. The traffic snarl, however, took 
hours to untangle, finally returning to normal 
at past noon. 

Meanwhile, Department of Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez said the NLEx is within its 
right to ban overloaded trucks as provided for 
under Republic Act No. 8794. 

He said the law—"An Act Imposing A Motor 
Vehicle User's Charge on All Types of Motor 
Vehicles and for Other Purposes"—states that 
“when a vehicle is overloaded,” it can be 
stopped from passing through a road where it 
is likely to cause some cracks. With Armand 
N. Nocum and Nancy C. Carvajal 
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Olympic gold hinges 
on big PSC budget 


BACOLOD REP MONICO PUENTEVELLA YES- 
terday said the country can kiss its Olympic 
medal hopes in Beijing goodbye if ће Philippine 
Sports Commission does not get a substantial in- 
crease for the P28 million budget for 2006 which 
the Senate approved last month. 

“I am optimistic that they (Senators) will re- 
ward and not insult our athletes after our tri- 
umph in the 23rd Southeast Asian Games,” 
Puentevella said in a text message to reporters. 
“Or else, kiss any medal in Bejing goodbye” 

But he remains optimistic that things can be 
worked out in the bicameral committee. The 
House of Representatives had earlier approved a 
P250 million budget for PSC. Musong R. Castillo 
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PN MAGNOLIA CAME PSYCHED UP FOR A COME- 
*— back and blasted Rain or Shine, 80-70, yester- 
day to stay alive in the PBL Heroes Cup title se- 
mses ties at the San Andres Gym. WIZARDS) A26 


By jasmine W. Payo 


Wizards avert sweep 
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BALDNESS? 
Not For Me! 


-William Balliett 


Businessman 


“I had dry scalp and my hair 
was thinning. It seemed like 

I was getting older at a faster 
rate. After going to Svenson, 
everybody says | look 10 years 
younger! You, too can look years 
younger when you regain a full 
head of hair. Look at me, l'm 
happy, feel confident and | am 
more active than ever. Go to 

‘Svenson and start lookir 


You don't have to be bald forever. Svenson offers the 
Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction to give you back 
a full head of hair. This revolutionary hair replacement 
locks, moves and feels so natural, you won't ever have to 

- worry about it. With the Svenson Hair Technology, you 
can live life to the fullest! 


Find out how Svenson can help 
you stop baldness, Call now for 
а FREE hair and scalp analysis. 


Svenson 
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"C SPORTS oc m Т" 
Cantada-Tanpinco wrests lead. 


said Cantada, whose team brings in- 
to the third-round action a one-shot 
lead over Richard Abaring and Mar- 
vin Dumandan with their eight- 
over-par 152 aggregate. 

Abaring and Dumandan carded a 
79 for 153, one shot ahead of other 
four teams sharing third place in the 
P1.7-million event presented by U- 

‘Corp. in cooperation with Koni- 
ca Minolta Technologies of Japan. 

The combinations of Lito Rempo- 
jo-Gene Bondoc (77), Jess Casas- 
Boyet Saragoza (78), Jess Hernan- 
dezJay Baron (78) and Zaldy Sal- 
vador-Rufino Bayron (79) stayed in 
the hunt for the crown despite their 
soaring scores. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006+ 


MEN de pin placement on a slope added tot 
the problem of the winds strong? 
‘enough to move balls on the green. 

‘The 36-hole cut was an unbeliev- 
able 22 over with at least 30 teams: 
still getting a shot at moving into the 
money round. 

"The winning pro here ges 
P234,940 and his amateur partner: 
P58,735 worth of merchandise. 

The event is backed chiefly by 
Стара Ristorante, Pivo Praha and: 
Yard and supported by Airlift Asia, + 
Brother, Riso, Epson, BMG Solar, 
WWWrpres, АШ Asa, Wastes 
Management Systems Inc., PSC, PCI 
Bank, Unionbank, Metro Bank, 
Riso, ServiceMaster, Land Bank, Ca- 


thebeston a day when only seven of 
the 105 teams were able to break 80 
after running smack into winds of 
up to almost 60 kph. Solomon- 
Gines-Erwin Vinluan also had the 
same score and skyrocketed from 
39th toa tie for 11th. 

Firstround leaders Erwin Arcillas 
and Bong Ubasa limped home with 
an 87 and dropped eight shots off 
the new leaders at 160, in a Че with 
four others. 

“The contending teams could only 
hope for improved conditions today 
when the top 30 pairs plus ties get 
into фе final 18 holes tomorrow. 

Part of Cantada and Tanpinco's 
adventures was a four-putt double- 


SILANG, CAVITE—HOWLING WINDS 
bended trees, twisted flagsticks and 
sent the players in the Konica Minol- 
ta National Pro-Am down on their 
knees yesterday. 

When Round 2 was over, two fa- 
miliar figures—Gerard Cantada and 
JR Tanpinco—emerged from the 
brutal conditions at the Langer of 
the Riviera Golf and Country Club 
with a seven-over-par 78 that put 
them ontop of the leaderboard. 

It was the highest score ever to 
lead a round in the young history of 
the tournament. 

“Its hard to believe that were 


BENJIE Magada (left) uses his club to point the way out for amateur 
partner Ryan Lam after landing his second shot into the ravine at No. 


13 of the Riviera's tough Langer course. 
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Erratic Giants 
seek to bounce 


back in 


TURNOVERS BY 
the enemy paved 
the way for Red 
Bull's Game 1 win 
Wednesday. 

Now the Bulls try to 
strike for a 2-0 lead in 
the San Mig Coffee- 
РВА Fiesta Conference Finals by again forcing the 
Purefoods Chunkee Giants into a maze of errors 
today at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Game 2is setat 6:45 p.m. 

А conference-high 32 tumovers by the Gi- 
ants—which the Bulls converted into 38 
points—proved decisive in the 107-102 overtime 
Red Bull victory in the opener of the best-of seven 
series. 

“You need not be a rocket scientist to figure out 
why we lost,” said Purefoods coach Ryan Grego- 
rio. “There's no way мете going to win the game 
throwing the ball away 32 times.” 

Still, the Giants stayed in the game ший Enrico 
Villanueva outplayed Kerby Raymundo in the ex- 
tra period to score nine of Red Bulls 18 points. 

Villanueva finished with 25 points and com- 
pletely asserted himself on Raymundo, the lead- 
ing candidate for the best player of the confer- 


 GAMETODAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
645 p.m.—Red Bull 
vs Purefoods Chunkee 
Gama 1—Red Bull d. 
Purefoods, 107-102 


WV bets out front after swim splurge „ano 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—DE- 
fending champion Western Visayas 
snatched 30 gold medals after giv- 
ing the opposition a terrific dunking 
in the pool and pulled away in the 
overall race of the 2006 Private 
Schools Athletic Association Nation- 
al Games here yesterday. 

Veteran Kristine Cabesac ac- 
counted for six of the 20 victories by 
WV's women tankers, while their 
male counterparts prevailed in 10 
events to give the delegation from 
Region VI 46 golds on top of 40 sil- 
vers and 36 bronzes. 

"We can smell victory" a jubilant 
Fr Emil Jaruda Jr, the region's dele- 
gation head, said. 

Jaruda is confident that Western 
Visayas would be able to defend its 
crown and exceed its 78-gold medal 
harvest in the 2005 Prisaa games 
held in Zamboanga City 

Southern Mindanao grabbed sec- 
ond place overall with a gold-slver- 
bronze haul of 30-25-26, while Cen- 
tral Visayas dropped to third with 


WESTERN Visayas’ Kevin King on his 
freestyle gold in 19:40.73. 


27-16-44. Southem Tagalog and 
host locos remained fourth and 
fifth with respective medal collec- 
tions of 24.27-17 and 15-19-3. 
Philamer Celi, Prisaa executive 
director, said 144 of the 332 golds at 
stake in 12 events of the games had 
been won asof 4 pm. Thursday 
Cabasac, an 18-year-old civil en- 


Game 2 


ence award, who was saddled by fouls and even- 
tually fouled out. 


leading, but we'll gladly take it,” 


Rempojo and Bondoc's 77 were 


“We have to [give it to] Enrico,” said Gregorio, Ў 


‘who is gunning for a second coaching crown after. 
steering the Giants to the 2002 Governors Cup ti- 
tle. "The fouling [ploy on Villanueva] didn't work 
because he made the key free throws in the end. 

“But more than anything else, we shot our- 
selves in the foot by giving away those 38 points 
off tumovers.” 

Following a tough rotation matchup against 
Chris Porter, Eric Menk and Rommel Adducul 
during the Red Bull-Ginebra semifinal series, Vi- 
lanueva came out smarter and more motivated 
than usual 

“Tm not surprised" said Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao. "Hes been playing hard against Menk and 
‘Adducul I guess he's personally challenged with 
his matchup against Kerby, so that was an added 
motivation for him." 

Seeking a fifth PBA crown, Guiao has again 
vowed to use the same battle plan on both ends. 

James Penny also proved the better import in 
his matchup with Marquin Chandler, particularly 
when the game was on the line. Penny scored 
seven of the Bulls ast nine points going into the 
extension period. 


мау to the 1,500-meter 
RATE ZAMBRANO, FO NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


gineering student of the University 
of San Agustin in Пойо Ску, pre- 
vailed in the 800-meter freestyle (11 
minutes 26.14 seconds), 400-m free. 

5:42.60), 200-m free (2:35.72), 
and 100-m free (1:08.50). 

She was a member of the team. 
that won the 4x100 medley relay 
(8:26:37) and the 4x100 freestyle 


PUREFOODS’ Mark Pingris (right) rejects a driving Cyrus Baguio of Red 
Bullin the series opener Wednesday. The Bulls drew first blood. 


-relay (5:02.63). 

Together with Cabasac in the 
4x400 medley relay were Angela 
Luz Tuble, Rheza Gonzales and Ni- 
anh Lyn Acain. Her teammates in 
‘the freestyle relay were Editha Vis- 
itacion, Kristy Litonjua and Acain. 

‘Acain won another gold in the 
200-m backstroke (2:57.03) while 
ictacion added another gold in the 
50-т freestyle (30:09). 

"Western Visayas also struck in the 
800-m women's freestyle relay 
through Tanya Maglapon, Char- 
maine Galang, Marvie Joy Reyes 
and Merolse Cordero (1222.96). 

‘Adelbert Gallos won the the 
mens 200-m freestyle (2:14.31) 
and Kevin King topped the 1,500- 
meter freestyle (19:40.73) to lead 
the WV male tankers. 

‘The other winners were Sean 
Mark Rose, Mark Сабап, Erik Liton- 
jua, Karl Roger Vince Jayme Jmark 
‘Cabasac and Michael Balinas. 

In athletics, Jel Joy Papa, 19, ОЁ 
Western Institute of Technology in 
Tilo, scored a 200-400 golden dou- 
ble and was part of WV teams that 
won the 4x400 and 4x100 relays. 


A not so Lapid response 


By Percy D. Della. 


CAREER MISCUES AND  PROFLIGACY 
notwithstanding, former World Boxing Council 
junior lightweight champion Rolando Navarrete 
probably deserves a balato (token share of win- 
nings) from Manny Pacquiao, his more illustrious 
townmate. 

Despite his wayward ways, Lando, the "Bad 
Boy of Dadiangas" once brought honor to flag 
and country when he won the WBC junior 
lightweight crown from Comellius Boza Edwards 
in 1981. 

After all, Manny has been more than generous 
to mere hangers on in Los Angeles. The LA Boys, 
as colleague Recah Trinidad calls them, is a mot- 
ley group serving as Pacquiao's “informal sta 
drivers, cooks, errand boys, cordon sanitaire, etc. 
whenever their ero hits LA. 

‘According to the boxing website Seconds 
out.com, one of the boys, camp aide and inter- 
preter Joe Ramos received $50,000—more than a 
windfall from Pacquiao's net earnings of $313,000 
and change out of a guaranteed minimum purse 
‘of $2 million from the Morales rematch. 


During Manny's victory celebration at The 
Wynn Las Vegas last week, Sen. Lito Lapid 
tumed up the heat on erring boxing man- 
agers, promoters and the like. 

Finally. 

The chair of the Senate's committee on 
games, amusements and sports wants Senate 
hearings on why former world champion 
Luisito Espinosa has not been paid his cham- 
pionship purse from nine years ago. 

‘While whopping it up with a blue-ribbon 
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gang of Pacquiao supporters, Lapid told Es- 
pinosa’s erstwhile manager Hermie Rivera 
now is just as good as any to remedy many of 
the oppressive and unethical business prac- 
tices which have cheated professional boxers 
like Luisito. 

Lapid wants to hold the hearings in aid of 
legislation against people who thumbed their. 
позе at sports authorities by refusing to honor 
their commitment to boxers. 


Luisito, now 38, has been temporarily 
stripped of his license by the athletic commis- 
sion in California recently Several savage loss- 
es to upstarts are too much for the commis- 
sion's sympathetic chair to bear. 

‘Abandoned by his wife and still awaiting his 
unpaid prize of $150,000, the two-time world 
champion lives in his manager's household in 
Fairfield, west of San Francisco. 

Recently granted a green card by the United 
States, Luisito is ironically past his prime as a 
boxer: Luisito probably will come home in по 
time, if and when he gets the money due him 
from ex-South Cotabato governor Larry de Pe- 
dro, manager Rod Nazario and matchmaker 
Lito Mondejar. 

Sports note: While taping an interview with 
Rivera after Manny's victory, Dyan Castillejo of 
ABS-CBN had her derriere dinged by a Filipino 
fan ina fit of drunken frenzy With camera rolling 
Dyan stopped her sound bite search to confront 
the lascivious lad who had touched her lovely be- 
hind. Oh well, all in a days work for the industi- 
ous TV interviewer, according to Rivera. 


bogey on the par-3 17th, where the sio, Epson and Okamura Furniture. 


Wizards avert 
g title sweep 


From page A25 
“Our desire to:win 
маз there,” said Mag- 
тойа coach Koy Banal 
after the Wizards broke 
the ice in Game 3 of 
the best of five series. 

“It looks like were dead, but there's still hope." 

"The Wizards avoided a sweep by turning to Ar- 
wind Santos, who scored 14 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds. Also delivering notable perfor- 
mances were playmaker Kim Valenzuela, Mark 
Isipand Jason Misolas. 

"Before the game, our battle cry was refuse to 
be swept," added Banal, whose squad halted the 
Elasto Painters-nine-game winning streak. 

Junjun Cabatu, who averaged 20.5 points for 
the Painters in the title series, was held to only 
nine markers this time. 

Most Valuable Player Jojo Tangkay of Rain or 
Shine was slapped with an unsportsmanlike foul 
after hitting Santos on the face with 5:08 left. 

Santos: nailed his four бее throws off 
Tengkays foul and the Wizards went on to lead 
byas manyas14 points at 69-55. 

The Wizards posted their first double-digit 
edge, 48-38, early in the third period, but Gilbert 
Malabanan fueled a rally that moved the Painters 
within 51-49. 

After a Valenzuela triple halted the Painters’ 
charge, Magnolia wrested the momentum for a 
59-51 edge atthe end ofthe third quartet. 

Tho scores: 

MAGNOLIA 80 Valenzuela 14 Santos 14, p 11, Misolas 
10 Wits à Jones 8, Alzada 7, Chan 4, Bombeo 3, Angelas 0. 

ВАМ OR SHINE 70—$а. Maria 14, Eve 13, ваш 9, Or- 
fera 9, Malabanan 8, Tanglay 5, Reyes 5, Sagad 4, Ten 3. 

Quarters 23-19, 46:38, 551, 8070 


GAME SUNDAY 
(San Andres буп) 
3:30 p.m.—Rain or 
Shine vs Magnolia 
(Game 4 Finals) 


RANUM 


SPORTSWATCH 


e Torres duel up in drag racing 
1 THE COUNTRY’S FINEST DRAG RACERS BRACE FOR A FINAL SHOWDOWN 


ZE for thettes at stake in the 2005 led Horse-PCSO National Drag Racing 


СЕ Championship Series which stages its championship round tomorrow at the 
Drag Strip of the Batangas Racing Circuit in Rosario, Batangas. Sonny de Tor- 
тез of Group N-Jack Daniels-Matonetics Racing and Walter Pazon of Blanche 
Racing colide again for the Quick В crown, Following his victory in the last leg, 
Pazon, 27, now leads series with 35 points and another win will make him а 
поо і for the fle. De Torres, the 36-year-old speed devil from Lipa City, was 
held back by a broken clutch in the last leg, although he stil holds the track. 
record of 11.912 seconds. He is just five points behind Pazon with 30 after 
ruing the first two stagings of the four-leg series held in cooperation with the 
‘Automobile Association of the Philippines and sponsored by Red Horse, PC- 
50, Petron, Sparco and supported by Plipinas Shell Denso Spark Plugs, 
Casino Filipino, GV 99.9 FM and DaBest98.5 FM. 


Jungolfer Puyat scores third ace 

‘SAMSUNG INTERSCHOOL GRADE SCHOOL CHAMPION MARCEL PUYAT 
асай the 165-yard eighth hole of the Valley Golf Club course for his 3rd career 
hole-in-one during the 3rd Fr. Horacio dela Costa Cup at the Antipolo City 
venue recently. Puyat used a Ben Hogan Apex Edge 6-lron and a Titleist Pro 
VI-X ball. The ace was the highlight of the Ateneo Alumni, 4-man team scram- 
ble event, which sparked Puyat's team that included Marty Ilagan, Marcels 
dad Eu Puyat and Marcefs uncle Luis B. Puyat to a tile- winning 6-under 
gross score. For this feat, Valley Golf Ciub awarded Marcel a P5,000 gift 
‘check, a trophy from the Ateneo Golf Foundation, and another P5,000 gift cer- 
ificate from Ateneo Jubilarian HS Batch '81. 


Pasay 4-cocker gets going 

PROMINENT MEMBERS OF THREE MAJOR COCKERS GROUPS ARE VYING 
in the Boy 2 Sa Pasay 4-Cock Derby which kicks off today at the Pasay City 
Cockpit. Hosts Boy Valenzuela and Lito Alcantara sald mainstays of the Pasay 
Cockpit Cockers Association, Pinoy Cockers Association, and Gentlemen 
Cockers Association of the Philippines are entered in the derby backed by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000. "t wil be an excting ване of bigtime cocks" 
‘sald pit manager Eric dela Rosa. For inquiries, call cali 843-1890 or 843-1746. 


Anniversary derby heats up today 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT'S 16TH AN- 
niversary 6-Cock Derby, a blockbuster event that stakes a cash pot of P4 mli- 
lion and a Toyota Innova continues today with 134 matches lined up.. Round 
‘one of the two-day finals began yesterday with 133 fights fielded. Tha fights 
start at 3 p.m. today. The Toyota Innova will be given to the participant with the 
fastest winning time In the championship round, said derby host Rolly Ligon. 
For inquiries, call 851-2275 or 833-1638. 
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No oversight, 
Ramos insists 


ASIAN FOOTBALL CONFEDERATION WOM- 
ог Committee deputy chair Cristy Ramos has 
accuéed the Philippine Football Federation of 
misleading its members over its failure to enter 
the national women’s under-I9 team for the 
Asian Under-19 women's championship in April. 

"The РЕР told the team in January that it was 
not eompeting in the event because it failed to 
meet the Aug. 31 deadline for entries. 

Ramos wrote the PFF Monday in reaction toa. 
letter sent by ће federations acting general sec- 
retary Domeka Garamendi to РЕР members. 

Tn the letter, Garamendi maintained that 
the failure of the PFF to meet the Aug. 31, 
2005 deadline to submit the entry form to the 
tournament was a "clerical oversight.” 

But Ramos replied: ^I personally checked 
with the PFF if they sent any documents, such 
as a letter of intent to participate or the offi 
cial entry form itself, to the AFC on or before 
‘Aug. 31, but no such documents were found 
in their fles." 


Breakthrough 


for women's | 
billiards 


IT IS TRUE THAT WOMEN'S BILLIARDS IS 
in vogue in the Philippines, but determined 
sports officials are si taking a bold step by 
hosting the fist ever Asian Ladies Touma- 
ment sometime in April or on a date that 
does not conflit 
with any of the ma- 

+ jor pool events inthe 
region. 

1f all goes ac 
cording to plan, 
the pioneering 
event will feature 
the finést female 
players from Asia 
and those who saw 
action in the last 
Southeast Asian 
Games, including 
the sport's newest. 
sensation, Kim Ga-young of Korea, ànd 
our very own Rubilen Amit, who won - 
the SEA Games gold medals in both the 
8-ball and 9-ball singles. 

This Manila toumey is envisioned to 
serve as the Kickoff leg of the proposed 
four-leg Asian Ladies Tour to be held in four 
Southeast Asian countries, possibly Thai- 
land, Malaysia, Indonesia.and Singapore, 
The tour will be sanctioned bythe Аай 
Confederation of Billiards Sports. 

Hatched during a meeting of SEA 
Games delegation heads presided by bil 
liards and snooker president Emie Fajardo 
and billiards godfather Aristeo “Purch” 
Puyat, the Asian Ladies Tour is aimed at 
promoting billiards among women and, at 
the same time, help them prepare for the 
Dec. 1-15. == 

Officials of ESPN/Star Sports are willing 
to air the first Asian Ladies Tour in their 
worldwide TV network covering 39 coun- 
tries with an expected audience of half a 
billion. 

‘There will be 16 slots available for each 
leg, with the Southeast Asian county 
(Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia ~ 
and Singapore) given two slots each ога 
total of 10. The remaining six slots will be 
offered to other Southeast Asian members. 
If there are still available slots, they will be 
offered to other Asian counties like China, 
Japan, Korea and Taiwan, all of which have 
‘world-rated players. The matches will be a 
race to seven racks, altemate break in a 
double elimination format, to give all par- 
ticipants maximum exposure and playing 
time. The semifinals and final matches will 
berace to nine, alternate breaks. 

"This early the main focus is on Korean 
| lady champion Kim. Although virtually un- 

known to many Filipino fans, the 20-year- 
old Kim has an impressive record, having 
recently won both the US Ladies Open and 
the American Ladies Invitational Open. 

Gifted with a natural shotmaking ability 

and awesome safety games, Kim scored 

smashing victories over top American play- 
ers like Alison Fisher and Karen Соп, 
whose string of upset wins included tri- 
umphs over male players like former world 
champions Earl Suickland and Johnny 

Archer, both of the United States; and Ralf 

Souquet of Germany. 

Also a player to watch is the Philippines’ 
Rubilen Amit. The most dominant woman. 
player in last years SEA Games, the 24- 
year-old Amit is a well-rounded player, a 
mean machine with a heart of steel. A na- 
tive of Cebu, Amit is a BS Accountancy 
graduate of the University of Santo Tomas 
‘who was honed to near perfection for the 
SEA Games by playing against the coun- 
пуз best male players—and beating them. 

“My confidence was boosted by Sir 
Putch (Puyat), who pitted me against the 
top men pros," Amit stressed. 

"Amit never fails to amaze the fans,” said 
Emie Fajardo in an interview. "May diskarte 
за pool table. She can clean up, hole in a.— 
bank shot and play safety. She is cool and- 
‘graceful even under tremendous pressure’ 

Amir is now training for the Wor 
Games and World Poo! Championship 
‘Taiwan next month. “She's ready to do ba 
tle,” said coach Boyet Asonto. 


coming Asian Games in Doha, Qatar; on- 


PISTONS Tayshaun Prince (right) tries to drive around. 


‘Clippers’ Quinton Ross during their NBA game. 


Cotoco-Lacson rules Bill Shaw 


‘SENIOR GOLFERS GONZALO COTOCO 
and his guest parmer Archie Lacson com- 
bined for a two-day score of 196 to 
‘emerge overall champion of the 17th Bil 
Shaw Memorial Golf Classi at the Wack 
‘Wack Golf and Country Club in Man- 
daluyong City recently. 

‘Cotoco and Lacson carded an aggre- 
gate net of 134 at the west course and as- 
sembled а 62 in scramble play the next 
day to show up the 240 teams which took 
part in the 36-hole tourney presented by 
PLDFBusiness Solutions. 

‘Antonio De Mesa and Gino Bunye 
won the low gross plum. They shot a 140 
in aggregate and 59 in scramble play for 
2199 total. 
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Prince revs up Pistons; 
„Wizards weave magic 


NEW YORK—A STRONG FOURTH 
quarter by Tayshaun Prince revi- 
talized the Detroit Pistons and 
the league leaders over- 

come the Los Angeles Clippers, 97- 
87, in Auburn Hills on Wednesday. 
Prince scored 11 of his 22 points 
in the final quarter to help the Pis- 
tons snap their first two-game losing 


the game. "Thats why 1 knew the 
fourth quarter was the time to get 


aggressive." 
Rasheed Wallace scored 19 points 


sam for the Pistons and Chauncey Billups 


had 18. 

Detroit (408), which has the best 
overall record in the NBA, beat the 
Clippers for the seventh straight time 
‘and ended Los Angeles’ four-game. 
winning streak. 

Elton Brand led the Clippers with 
30 points, while Cuttino Mobley 
added 27. 

In Washington, Gilbert Arenas 
scored 45 points as the Wizards beat 
the Golden State Warriors 129-124. 
Caron Butler added 34 points and 
had 15 rebounds for the Wizards. 

Jason Richardson scored 31 points 
and Baron Davis added 28 points and 
had 13 assists for the Warriors. 


In Toronto, Tony Parker scored 32 
points and had 12 assists as the San 
Antonio Spurs beat the Raptors, 125- 
118, in overtime. 

Michael Finley added 23 points 
for the Spurs, who were missing Tim. 
Duncan due to the fu. 

n East Rutherford, Vince Carter 
scored 22 points as the New Jersey 
Nets beat the New York Knicks ,96- 
83, 

In Charlotte, Melvin Ely scored 19 
points and had 10 rebounds as the. 
Bobcats beat the Philadelphia 76ers, 
10092. Reuters 

SOLAR Sports ий air the Marn-Dalas tus- 
sat 9am wihareplay at 6 pm. today. 


BUY FACTORY PRICHIIE 


Winning the division titles were Au- 
gusto Theodore De Jesus-Anthony Fer- 
mando in Group 1, Neptali Gonzales II 
Gene Sison in Group П, Roberto Lasti- 
moso-Katsuro Fukumoto in Group Ш, 
and Pablo C. Soon-Danny Pizarro in the 
seniors category. The Pagcor tandem of 
leo Bote and Junnel Roxas ruled the 
sponsors category. 

More than P10 million in prizes were 
given away the bulk of which were the 
hole-in-one prizes put up by Audi Аё from 
PGA Cars, Mercedes Benz from CATS Mo- 
tors, Inc, Camry from Toyota Motor Phils. 
Corp, Fortuner from Toyota Balintawak, 
Inc, a Misubishi Lancer GLX from Union 
Motors Corp. & Mitsubishi Motors Philip- 


pines Corp. a Yamaha Golf Cart from Kart 
Plaza and a Club Car from Turf Co, two 
"world business dass tickers to the East 
Coast from Northwest Airlines. 

Rado also donated a wristwatch on all 
hole-in-one designated holes. 

Mejor sponsors were Samsung Elec 
tronics, Pacsports Phils, Inc, Taylor- 
made, Golf Gallery, San Miguel Corp., 
Philippine Airlines, Unilever Phils, Boy- 
sen Paints, Sta. Elena Properties, Inc., 
Hyundai Appliances. 

Cub president Benjamin Abalos and 
Sports and Games chair Pablo C. Soon, 
Who also headed the organizing commit- 
tee and the Wack Wack Board of Directors 
thank the participants and sponsors. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
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SA RAMI Né NAGDE-DATE KAYA AKo, SA 
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TOU BORN TODAY: You are highly individualistic and certainly confident. These qualities allow you to strike your 


own path in life. You value recognition, but you won't sell out to get it; your self-respect comes first. Because your 
са are so cutting-edge, many people follow and admire you. Partnerships and close friendships are your focus in 


ec 


the year ahead. 
day to talk to friends or time to think about rav- CT 
dreams for the future. Their feed- publishing and the media. (its your 


TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 


Yor ind. (оште just 
ауе to live with rhis for a while.) 


LEO Quly 23 to Aug. 
22): Close friends and 
partners are important 
їп your life now. You 
can't get someone out of. 

ой to 


P, 


E 
ree 


CHAT SA INTERNET Hingi Ако NA- 
ULOY BASURA AT KALAT NA LANG Ако NAG- gARASTED! 


BY JOMIKE TEJDO 


SIGURADO PANG 
МАРЕ -PELETE 


"Gotecion $i Avast п sa lahat ng Papemertt branchas ai Chunky Far 


May 20): Discussions 
‘with bosses, parents and 


Birthdate of: Greg Norman, golfer; Leontyne Price, singer; Laura Dern, actress. 
members of el, dealing with foreign 
back might help. menu for the moment.) 
ViPs are valuable now. 

You're in the limelight! 


SERED eU 
ur. 

кулш: rs 
Prius 


April 19): This is a good June 20): This is a good 
‘Tell others about your hopes and school or anything connected with 
easily impress important people. 


July 22): Surface expla- 
nations don't satisfy you 
now. You want the raw, 
nitty-gritty truth about 
something. Youre willing to dig 
deep and look for the answers you 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You like to be 

0 organized. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean you 
are—you just wish you 

could be. Today and tomorrow are 
good days to stack magazines and 


seek. 
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LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Vacation plans look 


promising! So do ro- 
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36 High mount 
37 Freight weight 


38 Actress Farrow 
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о то put yourself first, Its 


You don't want to blow it. 
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ceremonies 


Producer 42 On all sides 
43 Skiles 

44 Sonorous 

46 Sugary dink 

41 Apanment 
dweler 

51 Manicurist eg. 

52 Pontes 

53 Nooris veep 


teries for the rest of the year. 
March 2 
sonal year comes to an 
end, this is the time to 
look back and see how 
well you're doing at the 
art of living. Are you happy with the 
way things are going? 
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PEOPLE have always 


m | Industry divided ds: 
woe | Industry divided over MMFF proceeas 
of her “horrible” 
SEE bed | BYBayani San Diego Jr, eral of the Film Academy of the proceeds. "Procedure wasn't fol- 
aardas laments Philippines (FAP), when asked for lowed. 

, “IPS GETTING COMPLICATED, an update on the reallocation of the Last year's MMFF Sharing Scheme 
replied Leo Martinez, director gen- Metro Manila Film Festival 2005 INDUSTRY] A2-2 
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ASEPÍOUS m | "m 
Donita Rose = Feppermint 


now and ur. ‹ : - X0) | 
By the Inquirer How different is working on an е х (0) 


Entertainment Staff international film like "Lega- ave gone Ч UNTIL MARCH 31 pls s eth 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan cy" from working on a local PROMO RUNS UNTIL MARCH 31, 2006 


movie? througha ms vum eL DUM tM NE a 
"VE ALWAYS LONGED раа ая di. Р | же 
* ences that I noticed were ol - TR 
for people to take me Conme tha everbody is speale oim pice cid 
. Unfor- ing in English and that there's 
tunately, they associate live sound. 1 think we use live better е зов 
Donita Rose with being а sound now in many local films, d әл speci some one a bead df fom the HE PAC AMA ue 
horrible Tagalog speaker. but back then it was those сат: prepare heart on VALENTINES DAY in 250 and 500 denomination Ned зм MOLINO вм VALENZUELA 
V qa en TOt TOL woke. Я E PLI] TCU mene 
They assume that I can- sound masyado. Interms ofwork fOT acting’ К 
notre a ne ethics, I can say that Filipinos are 
is was the lament of the Sin- as hard working as Americans. 
gapore-based actress and MTV "Now, ifyou want to talkabout [7 
Wi, маа se i Te- this film as opposed to this wom- 
cently. She is in Manila working ап (Laperal), she's very particu- 
оп the international film, “Seed арн CAE 
-of Contention.” She still speaks she does. You should see her 
in English^here, but hopes to marked script. 
prove that inability to speak flu- Апа: I have every shot pretty 
Le заа "does not make me, laid out—coverage, camera ал. 
ганна атњо  ап,асцевз:", aye кгз H s ебал віс“ «ewe Й 
а being ^ Donita: We'll be flying in ac- 
produced and directed by tors from Singapore, Los Ange- 
Donita’s friend, Ana Marie Laper- jes, crew from Italy and France. 
al, for the Hollywood-based out- — ^ 


fit, Leaudouce Films. The movie will you be having local ac- Ẹ, B Е! 
is a love story based on the life of tors? t Duy 2 рч! - 
EDI 


E: 


Laperal’s maternal grandmother Апа: Certainly In fact, 90 per- 
andisset during World Маг. сеп: of ош crew is local. Our 
camera team, theyre world- 
Whose idea was it to make this class. I have no hesitation in say- 
movie? ing that. Our camera operator's 

Ana: Mine, I suppose. I wrote last film was “Munich,” directed 
the script in 2000, before I met by Steven Spielberg. Iwas telling 
Donita. 1 mentioned іс to her in Donita, "From Spielberg to me. 
passing because I had no imme- What’s wrong with that picture?” 
diate plans for it. For a first-time feature director 
like me, it's very important to be 
You said yes before reading the surrounded by people who are 
Script? В experienced. 

Donita: Yeah. We didn't dis- Donita: What 1 love about An- 
cuss details. I just said, “Yes, ГІ na is that she could have filmed 
be in that film,” thinking I was this movie in Guam, Canada ог 
doing her a favor. (Laughter) anywhere else where she could 
get tax breaks but she chose to do 
it here. Whenever 1 get asked 
what my future dreams and goals 
are, Га always say 1 would really 
like to be in more international 
films, not just for myself, of 
course its something that’s very 
prestigious, but just to let people 
know that hey, we've got world- 
class talents here in the Philip- 
pines 


I! 


So you like the role. 

Ana: It is a great part. I don't 
think Donita has done anything 
like this. 

Donita: l'llbe playing Emma. I 
get to speak in English. The first 
international film 1 did was 
"Legacy" I was a lot more confi- 
dent at the time but I was a little 
intimidated by my co-actors. 1 
felt I could ve done a better job. 
Being that I'm not a teenager 
anymore and a lot more mature, I 
feel that what you're going to see 
Б thereal me. 


How do you describe Emma, 
your character? 

Donita: She's nothing like 
what 1 am in real life. Emma's 
character is strong. She comes 
across as the kontrabida [but] 
she's just misunderstood. 

‘Ana: She's a rather stern and 
severe character. Of course, she 
will undergo a transformation. I 
especially like Emma. In fact, she 
utters some of my favorite lines 
in the entire seript. 


How are you preparing for the 
role? 

Donita: I've read the script 
twice. My main concern is not so 
much the difficult scenes but the 
fact that I have to speak with a 
slight Spanish accent, 

Ana: Which, if I may add, is 
mot absolutely intrinsic to her 
part. But I love the fact that she's How have you matured as an 
going to give ita shot—just goes actress? 
to show what a dedicated actor 
sheis. 

Donita: ГЇ be dying my hair 
black and I'm working hard at 
losing weight. I'm working out 
six days a week at the gym. 


Donita: Pd have to say that 
I've been through so much, be- 
ing 31 now. If I wasn’t pres- 
sured to do anything right now 
and you tell me, “Let's see if you 
could cry,” that would be really 
easy. I could just internalize, 
think of something and then 


cry. But sometimes there are 
Donita: No. When I was grow- other fact ved, like th 
ing up, | could speak Pangea ov we fim here- eom. x 


MI Болго umstiosuhsp199 | 
only 1 


Didn't you ever take Tagalog 
lessons? 


your crying scene is scheduled 


that dialect fluently, why should 7055. Median iava rice & salad 
Tagalog be a challenge? When I was SED ean. and you need о J 


growing up, all the members of my 
family spoke Panggalatok and En- 
glish. My mom used to be a 
schoolteacher. No one ever spoke 
‘Tagalog. | started speaking Tagalog 
only when I came to Manila.  ASERIOUS/ A22 


hurry before the sun comes up. 
You're tired, you're stomach is From February 9 ,28 2006 only. 
Sour and then the director From Februat) 9to February 28, 2006 only 
shouts, "Quiet on the зеп” You { TI-NCR Permit No. 0895, Series of 2006. 
go, “Shucks, everybody is look- [2 


. ' 


AQUI 
Industry divided 


divided the proceeds of the film fest among the 

FAR the Movie Workers Welfare Foundation 

(Mowelfund), the Motion Picture Anti-Fiim 
1 Piracy Council (30 percent each) and the Presi- 
* dential Social Fund (10 percent). 


From page A2-1 


‘The new scheme reduced the shares of the 
FAP and the Anti-Piracy Council and introduced 
two new beneficiaries—the Optical Media 
Board and the Film Development Council ofthe 
Philippines, which will receive 20 percent each. 


[i 


February 10 (Friday) 5:30 PM - Glorietta 4 Park 


Reserved seats for the first 400 moviegoers who will present 
their | WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU movie tickets purchased 
at Ayala Cinemas on February 10. 


The movie ! WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
is now showing at Ayala Cinemas. 
For screening schedule, call 729-7777 


gum £ 


лума CINEMAS 
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A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION 
NOW SHOWING 


Tue Stans oF "ALEXANDER" & “BATMAN BEGINS" 


TOGETHER IN. ONE Синт Epic FroM-accamen Director Terrence Maua 


“ONE OF THE BEST ; 
FILMS OF THE 
ТЕА!” con betty vonaiver 
й “the BEST 
HISTORICAL EPIC 
ROMANCE since 


TITANIC! 
| „ORe of the BEST 


i Movies of the Year!” v 
1) 


"These changes were contained in a memo- 
randum dated Jan. 24, drafted and signed by 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. The 
memo indicated that Ermita was granting the 
request” of Vicente del Rosario, who was said 
to have initiated the move as presidential con- 
sultant for the entertainment industry. 
‘Unethical’ 

Martinez told Ingum Entertainment, “Del 
Rosario didn't consult the РАР He didn't even in- 
form Bayani Femando [Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority and overall festival chair." 

Fernando confirmed this on Wednesday. “We 
haven't received formal communication on this 
matter from Malacafiang," he said. 

As soon as he receives one, Femando said, he 
will present it to the MMFF executive commit- 
tee for deliberation. "If we need to make adjust- 
ments, we can request Malacafiang to reconsid- 
et 

Martinez said he earlier discussed the issue 
with Ermita, who suggested that he write a 
"strongly worded letter” to President Macapa- 
за-Апоуо 

Thus, in a letter dated Feb. 2, Martinez com- 
plained: [Del Rosario] "has no authority to cre- 
ate new recipients ~.. [like] the FDCP and the 
OMB ... [which] never helped in the operations 
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(биши) te 850.3571 or 72 
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UNDERWORLD 


RENEW WORLD 


FUN WY DICK & JANE. 


DONT GNEUP ONUS 


of the MMFE The proceeds this year have im- 
proved. Yet Mr. Del Rosario would take it away 
from those who worked hard for t [and] give it 
to onlookers. This is not just unethical; it is how 
a bully works.” 

According to a published report, the festi- 
val grosses increased from P328 million in 
2003 and P300.07 million in 2004 to P353 
million in 2005. The MMFF funds—from 
the 30 percent amusement tax collected by 
local government units throughout the two- 
week festival—are usually turned over to 
the beneficiaries in three installments 
throughout the year, explained Martinez. 

He noted: "The PSF's share last year was 
around P7.5 million. Thats only 10 percent of 
the total ММЕР funds [roughly P75 million]. 
People are eager to get their hands on the 
MMFF funds because the 2005 grosses have in- 
creased." 


United 

Martinez said that his letter to the President 
was signed by several industry leaders. "We are 
united on this issue.” 

In the letter "we" referred to “[the] FAB the An- 
тасу Council, together with the officers and 
members of the various guilds of producers, the- 
ater owners, production, artistic and technical 
‘workers that make up the Philippine flm industry" 
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boob-tub} 


Host: Why do you think 


forherl 
(Ay, costume-madel) 


Host: What about (o 
celebritj)—what males 
sucha standout? 

Guest: Well, she has п 
money so maganda 5 
clothes niya, kasi татай! 

(Does it follow?) 


Hos And 


are very tasty! 
(Yum, ушт) 


Guest: Oh, definitely (n 
epete to me! * 
(Theepete to me?—Oh 


friend forall the bad thing 
Guest: No, her apology 

like rubbing salt to injury! 
(ду, rubbing salt to inju 


Host: What time do you! 
Guest: At early at 8 алт. 
(Atat na atat sa at!) 


Host: Will prices be inci 
is implemented? 
Guest: No, stocks of goo 
need for retailers to take ач 
(When would retailers 
thesituation?) 


Host: Do you feel fulfill 
Guest: Oh, уез! After al 
ning bodies, nakuha ko nu 
(Mabigat yon, ha?) 
Host: How are you ем 
your new job harder? 
Guest: Oh, it very more 
(That hard, huh?) 
Host: Why are we getti 
Ard, why are they more d 
Guest: Its the lack of ra 
(Fartrucks to you, firem 


Guest: To get away fron 
(What do you do for the 


Mr. & Ms.'s February 
THE PHOTO says it all on. 
sue of Mr. & Ms. magazine 
cager beau, Rich Alvarez, 
about their love story, pi 
about each other. 

Other articles in the Fell 
aspects of l'amour: Get sor 
Valentine's Day without h. 
formed about how intima 
fitness regimen for couple 
flexible and lively, in and 
how to find your soulmat 
love spells. 

And, there's more: Bein 
Power revolution of Febr 
memorates the 20th ann 
with Bianca Gonzalez fe. 
sa 1986 gatefold cover! 


“Тогоо TV’ 

EVERY Monday at 10 p.m 
tures today’s hottest new 
the маску tandem of N 
ers—and interviewees—< 
that’s exactly what they g 
have their impish, puckish | 


‘Eight Below’ 

SET against the backdroj 
Frank Marshall's “Eight I 
ing husky heroes strandec 
and the one man who stoj 
nine friends home. Paul 
Bruce Greenwood star 
courage, 


‘McBride’ on Hallmar| 
JOHN Larroquette pla 
“McBride,” three features 
on the Hallmark channel t 
attorney who has the ш 
scene of the crimes he's so 

In "McBride: Murder I^ 
McBride volunteers to det 
an accused of killing her m 

On Reb. 12, 9 p.m, "TI 
matizes another baffling 
astute investigation reves 
seem to be—and, in this p 
victim! 

‘And, on Feb. 19, 9 p.m 
lovely female escort 8 acc 
and it looks like she's guil 
herdefensel 


Miguel Castro 
INTHEDulaang UP cana 
Guerrero Theater), Migue 
He will also perform with 
Dulce in the Feb, 13 Valen 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


son," at the Manila Peninsi 


BASED ON A TRUE OR 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


name of star) is a fashion 


poses her clothes to fit her 
e costume-made especially 


‘VIEWFINDER 


| want to cite as a fashion 
те of celebrity) —she's the 
the epitome!) 


he apology of your former 
she said against you? 
was not sincere, so it was 


is remain high, so theres no 
vantage of the situation! 
need” to take advantage of 


ld in your career? 
halos lahat ng award-win- 


joying your promotion? Is 


harder! 


g so many fires these days? 
|structive than ever? 


he cover of the February is 
popular singer Kyla and her 
are very much in love. Read 
ins, dreams and thoughts 


bruary issue celebrate other 
hints on how to celebrate 
ving to spend а mint. Be in- 
[y gives out energy. Learn a 
‘who want to become more 
эш of bed. Get pointers оп 
|. Research on gayuma and 


| instrumental in the People 
jary 1986, Mr. & Ms. com- 
versary of People Power 1 
f ured-on the magazine's Ed- 


on ABC-5, "Totoo TV" fea- 
makers, as interviewed by 
javerick and Ariel. View- 
рес: the unexpected, and 
t when Ariel and Maverick 
vay with them. 


of icy, stormy Antarctica, 
low” follows eight surpris- 
at the bottom of the world, 
ls at nothing to bring his ca- 
Walker, Jason Biggs and 
in this inspiring story of 


k 

s the tte character in 
fof which are being telecast 
is month. McBride is a cop- 
usual ability to revisit the 
ving. 

|: Midnight” (aired Feb, 5), 
nd a beautiful young wom- 
ilionaire husband, 

|: Chameleon Murder" dra- 
purder case, and McBride's 
| фас killers aren't all they 
ticular case, neither is the 


in "Ies Murder, Madam,” а 
sed of killing her employer, 


= 
ing at me.” But I'd say that 
Tm a little more prepared 
now, especially because 


Гуе had more experiences 
tohelp me. 


ing care of JP because he 
does have a yaya. 


How is Eric (Villarama) as 
dad to JP? 

Daddy is breadwinner so 
he's not home every day. But 
whats really amazing is 
that, JP is much more at- 
tached to his father than to 
me. What I really like about 
that, though, is that the secu- 
rity comes from the father. 
Thats something I found out 
recently that was important 
for kids to have. 


Areyoua hands-on mom to 
JP Goshua Patrick)? 

JP is one and a half years 
eld now. I really wouldn't 
mind having one baby after 
the other, but, of course, 1 
would like to work as well. 1 
won't take full credit of tak- 


1 MUNICH + THX 
1245 350 655 1000 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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21WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
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3 NEW WORLD 
T45 430 715 1000 
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1 FIREWALL 


10 WALK THE LINE 


440 420 700 940 


536-7800 to 12 


4200 220 600 730 $50 


CINEMA SCHEDULE 
1. ГЇ Always Love You 6. Munich 
2. Bloodrayne 7. Fun wi Dick & Jane 
3. Zathura 8. Don't Give Up on Us 
4. Firewall 9. Cheaper By The Dozen 2 
5. New World 10. Underworid 2 
For screening schedula cal 50-9571 b 72 


MALL ACTIVITIES 


* V-Day Treats rafts promo Fabruary 10:04 2008 
‘at tho Chefs Avenue, Food Juncilon and Cinema Square 


Mall Hours 
10am - 9pm 


* Love is im те Stars (Fortune Tig] “Fes 19, prm to Sam 
www fesivaisupermalicom | в Love Serenade at Chote Ave. February Tf & 14, 807 о Spm 
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Ecole de Ballet Manille 
February 11, 7pm 
iz» Romance & Rhythm 
February 14, 7pm 


N^ 
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filinvestcorpcity.com. 
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more Shops al the 2nd Floor 
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Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang Muntinlupa Cily. 


BEFORE & AFTER 
REGINE'S "FANTACONCIERTO", 
ENJOY A DREAMY DINNER 
FOR TWO AT- THE 
GATEWAY GOURMET TOWEJ 
Burgóo Cale Adriatico » Cafe Налада 
- Gbo- Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 
- Duck Duck China Gourmet = Figara «f'allanni's. 
. Mandarin Oriental Cafe & Dell» Маху 


Pancake House » Pizza Hut 8616 
Taca Beli- Teriyaki Boy 


Gateway 
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Perfect Gift ~ 


4046) 8524125 
(046) 4164332. 


(034) 441-0453 
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Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
School events and other organizational functions. PLUS! 


For interested portes, you may contact Marketing Se 
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Castro plays Diego Silang. 
fanet Basco, Ivy Violan and 
ine concert, “Hearts in Sea- 

Bl. Call 726-71640. 


FOREVER AFTER - REGINE & OGIE IN CONCERT | MY MEGA VALENINE - SHARON СМЕА А CONCERT 
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Hearing ‘Hello, Ruben’ emanating 
from Jagger's famous lips will always 
be a highlight in his life as a reporter 
our man in Hollywood says 
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—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Call them 29:119 or apirip- imi Paul, 
Mick, JD and Kelly rock 


LOS ANGELES—NANCY ABELE- 
DA e-mailed usa report on the IN- 
XS" recent concert at the Gibson 
‘Amphitheatre (formerly Univer- 
sal Amphitheatre), in Universal 
City, California. Nancy, who was 
an A&R and record marketing ex- 
ec in Manila before moving to LA, 
gave her opinion on how JD For- 
tune, who won the “Rockstar: IN- 
xs" contest over Fil-Aussie MiG 
Ayesa and Marty Casey, fared 
with his new band: 

INXS is back! JD did a fantas- 
tic job even though paos siya... а 
though there were a few times 
when I thought Michael Hutchence would 
have sung a song, for instance, ‘Devil Inside,’ 
more sexily. But JD is different. He can only 
get better and more confident. The audience 


Ruben 


Onty IN 


T 
à 


Nepales 


жаз on its feet from beginning 
to end. ] kept hearing ‘awe 
some left and right.” 

Of Mary who bas been 
fronting the INXS tour with his 
band, the Lovehammers. Nancy 
was less enthusiastic: "Navaye 
bangan ako. Walang m 
crowd reaction." 

los Angeles 
Times Geoff 
Boucher, 
who watched. 
the show in 
Oakland, also ^. 
praised JD: “The `$ 
Kid (ID) is... really good. And 
the crowd loves him. Fortune 
performed a high-energy set and 
the band behind him sounded 
crisp and forceful on... ай the hits 
from the Hutchence days.” 

Now it can be told. In the same 
piece, Boucher revealed how the 
concept of finding a new lead 
singer via a TV show contest was 
‘not unanimously embraced by 

У 
^, 


к 


the Aussie band's members 
"The ‘crazy idee’... came from 
Kirk Pengilly, who plays sax 
and guitar. There were varied 
degrees of resistance and shock 
among his bandmates; the most 
adamant was Andrew Farriss (one of the 
band’s three Farriss brothers along with Tim 
and drummer Jon). The beefy keyboardist felt 
the venture was too risky and too close to 
‘American Idol—that damned show that's ru- 
ining music.” 

Boucher also bared that Andrew, when he 
finally agreed, “was intent on replacing 
Hutchence with a female singer—to separate 
the vocal present from the vocal past.” Bouch- 
er added: "Many... who [followed the search] 
assumed Australian singer MiG Ayesa would 
win forhis homeland ties." 

The writer also gave us an idea of how JD is 
doing offstage: “On the tour bus ride from 
San Francisco to Oakland, Fortune, looking 

leary, rolled himself into one of the coffin- 
sized bunks on the floor of the luxury coach. 
While the rest of the guys chatted and looked 
ош on San Francisco Bay, the newest member 
snoozed and tried to recover from a head 
cold.” 


Sir Paul's 64 

= Paul McCartney, ир ог an-Album of the 
Year in last Wednesdays Grammy Awards, 
marks an interesting coincidence'as Не turs 
64 on June 18 this year: his number of Gram- 
my nominations so far also number 64. 

Paul recently told the LA Times of his song 
“When I'm Sixty-four”: “IF 1 were to write it 
now, Га probably call it When I'm 94.” We 
wrote about the knighted rocker's last concert 
їп LAS Staples Center. Watching him, “senior 
citizen" didn't even cross our mind. He could 
be 46, not 64, 


Stones at Super 
Bowl 

Still on sexagenar: 
jan rockers—we nev- 
er thought the day 
would come when 
we would describe 
our idols аз 
such!—the Rolling 
Stones were, as the 
whole world knows, 
the halftime act at 
last Sunday's Super 
Bowl game. Here's 
what Dayn Perry of 
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MICK Jagger and Keith Richards 
at the Super Bowl. Was that 
guitar pluggedtoanamp? = 


FOXSports.com thought of Sir (yes, he's also a 
knighted one) Mick Jagger, 62; Keith 
Richards, 62; Charlie Watts, 64; and Ron 
Woods, the group's “baby” at 58: 

“If Keith Richards [was] actually playing 
that guitar, then I'm Frodo. He stopped 'play- 
ing to cough at least five times. The ‘guitarist 
emeritus; l'm guessing, is not actually 
plugged into an amp. Mick Jagger dances as 
he always does... like he's waving flares to di- 
rect a plane onto the tarmac while taking a 
Tae-Bo class.” 

Dayn, Dayn, Dayn—you have no respect 
for the elderly! Any 62-year-old like Mick 
whose waist size is still 28, weighs only 140 
pounds and struts the equivalent of 12 miles 
in a typical stadium show has my respect. And 
well say this again—hearing "Hello, Ruben” 
emanating from those famous lips, in that 
raspy, British accented voice during our inter- 
view with him in 2004 will always be one of 
the highlights of our reporter's life. 


‘Al’ deleted 

And finally, Time magazine reports that the 
bit aboutKelly Clarkson winning this contest 
called “American Idol” has been deleted from 
her official bio! What did-Andrew Farris say 
again about ‘American Idol"? 

Kelly has successfully broken away from 
the “AI” champ image and established herself 
as pop artist acclaimed by music crities. 

But why diss "AI"? Many viewers around 
the world consider it their guilty pleasure. 

(Email the columnist 
rvnepales_5585@yahoo.com.) 
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INXS with new front man JD Fortune 
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IS ABOUT TO BE USED 
AGAINST HIM. 
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Randy Santiago: Willie should not quit 


says his close friend. 7 
Willie Revillame f; 


should not quit ТҮҢ E: MAES са NA 3 WESTGATE 


hosting. р ё 
Revillame, host of аҹ} 


bcaa med asi. sail. Р" pem. 
“Wowowee,” said on 2% м 
“The Buzz” last Sun- — - " 
day that he did not j Featuring 


want to do a show k 


“=z oiie eolo de Bellet Manille 


Willie,” said Randy of 

his pals asking for 1 February 11, 7pm 

time off, to console 

relatives of the vic- Venue: Cul de Sac 

tims of the stampede 

atthe PhilSports Are- 

na on Saturday. “Не Ё 

always wants 

reach out and help. 
Randy turned the 

press con for his 5 February 14, 7pm 


comeback al- 
bum—"Beinte Na, Venue: Cul de Sac 
Hibirit Pa"—on Tues- § 
day into a forum to $ 
proclaim unwavering P 
‘FOREVER AFTER? support for Willie, & 
Regine Velasquez, Ogie Alcasid, Rico |. Puno and Aiai de las Alas once a member of his Ё > м таратса АН 
star in a Valentine musical comedy titled “Forever After,” which “hawi boys" whose 7^ C2. f vene t ое 
goes onstage today and tomorrow at the Araneta Coliseum. The job was to keep the E. . 
ShowiswrittenbyRickyLeeanddirectedbyRowellSantiago. fans from grabbing 
More Valentine presentations to choose from on page A3/2. his trademark 
shades. Nini Valera 
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All prices are applicable in Metro Manila only. Per DOH-BFAD Permit No. 0037 епох of 2006 » Promo runs Feb 1 - Apri 30, 2006; 
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"Bitbit": A lyrical word inspires a winning campaign 


‘As Cotdlock celebrates 40 thought years this 2006, s interesting to examine the origins of one thelr most endearing promotions, During the tum ol the milennium.the country's number one bakoen op was үре туа ваз 
re aloes celebrates 40 noua years ө 2008, ende purchase sd evaluation ond творит ne omnts ram of to custome, In fe midst of varous осто prov ала мош evoke Ө same: 
{ela marker rapearch agende, THiS oes dap сопезпа assit win Goldiocks. Tis meant ala уса! Fino subscribed to e value ol cugruuness or boing manana ала Nees Neko fno sumus 
inar pasalubong was ap idee Image and memon һа (hc company’s core principles, and gave ise o an innovative concept that exempted this special relationship that buyers have wih inr loved ones ; 


Ancnoret an the ea that hooghtulnes n Fliginos is bost expressed in “pasalubong? and “pada, Gokslocks launched Па pioneering “BID campagn with to orginal tagline "How hough, How Gola" Basta 
подало ор меа tne ne татыр, erschrnada and cake sieas as ako ou undes caled "Dii packs, wit vey allrdabe rca. i 
Tarn De adclascon market. an a ent ro promo аре start oth schoo year ваа! персана, We now e teg btt BIBIC. said соодо Met Id Ge Зо "m 
orti he adolesconi market, an piat wo постто promo attestato tot sleses tho promo routed ia reach tar al year As cuni feedback grew mor and more poste, байок deci 
Reate o bi packs al year ound. 3 

veal me та arent ol prb e vorsaly МЕ. Yao explained. “I bents rom o fact Bt pinos navar Ika to como to an occasion ar gathering emmy handed. sha poiniod аы, A he sare Une ТЕ poteet a 


рана and pabaon; Dunna ће schoo пап, we usualy noua а fee dnik o go with every ibit pack, This makes it convenient lor busy moms to ensure that their kids have a complete and delightful snack during break to" 
is. Yeo further said. = 


o Apri 30, 2005, ай Goidiocks customers wil get а ree 120 mi. Magnolla Chocolat or any one of five “Bibi! Baon packs” that they purchase, The baon packs ren all-time Goldilocks favorites, grouped into а: 
con Pata Apri 30. 2006, all odore fully amok, Palvoron, peanut role, ranbow chums, and ensaymadas. These are al afordably priced, and are sure о satiety chiidron ofall ages. 


My Funny Valentine! 
Ths Comody of REX NAVARETTE 
Premiere Fil-Am funny man 
Is back to give you loads of laughs! 


Чон Edsa “Febuary 17 Megamall February] 
Md eg Мазала Febna 25 


SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 10 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 


Free LOWER BOX TICKET for avery purchase of 
(ona) Rex CD + med. Popcorn & Drink! P 500.00. 

Free UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
1(one)med.Popcom&Drnkíor _ P30000 


"Available at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Megamall, North Edsa, Southmall, and Baguio 


WE CHEERED FOR PACQUIAO, NOW LET US CHEER FOR VILORIA! 
=u 


BIG SCREEN! NO COMMERCIALS! 


BRIAN VILORIA JOSE AGUIRRE 


"THE HAWAIIAN PUNCH" VS ~~ “EL JAGUAR" 
WC LIGHT FEPWEIONT CHAMPION 


February 19, Sunday 
8:00 a. 
LIVE Vis SATELLITE 
Las Bega USA 


Watch the Hai Punch defend his WBC title л 
Wt the Hain Punch detona нвси REA WARRLORS 


а B. 
Fairview 4176811» North Edsa 9244274 • Southmall 8066888 * Megamall 6331901 


Manila 5239240 Pampanga (045) 9637681 Cebu (032) 2313876 + Davao (082) 2976998 
ойо (033) 3209422 Sta. Mesa 7161416 San Lazaro 7862486 Valenzuela 2933917 
Molino (046) 5026487 + Bagulo (074) 6197838-39-41 


[| movietime. 
PREMIERE [| 
CLOSE TO YOU 
SM Megamal-Cinema3&4 LII 
February 14 
FEARLESS 
SM Manila * Cinema 6 
February 23 
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STRIGTLY:FOR-13: YEARS 
‘OF AGE AND ABOVE. 


TRS R-13. 
PINAGKAKAGULUHAN! PINAG-UUSAPAN: 
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JIGSAW IS BACK 
TODISH OUT MORE TERROR. 


E o4 
There will be blood. 
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‘ SEE FOR YOURSELF 
WHAT EVERYBODY'S TALKING ABOUT! 
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CHOOSE 
My Mega Valenti: 


Star: Sharon Cuneta 


Christian Bautista. 
Musical director: Louie ( 
Director: Johnny Manah! 
Venue: Araneta Coliseun| 


When you're not doing a 
brate Valentine's Day? 
Very quietly. We dont like br 


‘What's the most rorhattic Vo 
enced? 

Tes always romantic. Осе ў 
Pangilinan] asked a friend thle 
Не had food catered and he hi 
had the lights of the Fort befor 
had Miel Jessie Sincioco of Le | 
cook forts in our home in Lagu 
year. We drove to Tagaytay Hi 
log cabin. We had a great meal 
nightlong. 


What's an ideal Valentine's di 
YE L were to set it, itl be girl 
string quartet. Or just play a CD] 
to be a delicious, full course п 
always include my kids. 


‘Who's your fantasy date? 
Antonio Banderas: Brad Pit 
Jet Li. My latest crush is Ken We 


Wala Nang Wakas." “Bituing| 
Promise" tops the list, 


Ifyou were not doing a show, 
Babra Streisand shes multi 


Why should we watch your 
expect? 

Три my heart and soul init. 
jor concert often in Manila. I dof 
riod, And since its a Valentine 
romantic songs by The.Car| 
Bacharach, among others. Plus. 
pher will be there, My concert 
‘They know they can bring the М 


BASIL Valdez 


la bar at the Goodwood Park Hd 
performed in front ofa new audi 

Agot: Every Valentine's Day v 
Is not what we do or eat. Great 
ofa foreplay Hahaha. 


‘What's an ideal Valentine's dat 
Basil: With a dear fiend in al 
‘and, most important, a good ch 
Agot: My husband and Lens 
as its a quiet and quaint place 
service's plus! 


Whois your fantasy date? 
Basil: Itwould be nice to jam 
got: 1 would love to'have d] 

have to say anything as long as 


igayon at Kallmma| 
really meant it to bea wedding 4 
Agot: "Maybe Im Amazed” hl 


Ifyou were not doing a show 
‘Basil: No one, realy. fd rathe 
Agot: Т still love to see Bası 


‘Why should we watch your shy 


Basil: wouldnt want to say 
Tm sure the other artists also pn] 
for those in the Las Piñas area, ой 

Agot: Two words: Basil Val 
share che stage with him. 


Heartsongs 


do, (Feb, 11) Rainer Castillo, 
Jonalyn Viray, Brenan Espartin 


When you don’t have a concen 
tine's Day? 
Jay-R: think of ereatiye way į 
mantie dinner, movies, a wordin 
Kyla: hang out with my boy 
‘on DVD. Simple lang. 


What's the most romantie Val 
enced? 

Jay-R: One time 1 drove to 
doorstep. There was а card tha 
where at a cerain time. After h. 
mantic place, pulled out my g^ 
composed especially for her and 

Tyla: Last year, when Lwas n 
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watched me. He was wearing a shirt with my ріс- , E Jay Rc Its a fresh and young show everyone is 
ture on it. The shirt said, "I LOVE (heart) Nanie (Ky- f Ў) under 25. Ёз not going to be filed with just slow 
Лаз nickname)" E Ed love songs. We want our audience to have a good 
time dancing, That's what concerts are all about. 
Leon, Kuh Ledesma and whats an ideal Valentine date? pilis 4 Marine Ола pene QS. 
Jay-R: fm a simple guy Td be satisfied doing 12.30, 280, 5:10 11:15. 2:20. 8.26, 9.00 
anything as long as Tm with my loved one. 


FUN WITH DICK 
Қуа: Туе always wanted to go to the beach with | FUN WITH DICK & JANE FIREWALL AND JANE 
my loved one. 1 
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10, 4:00, 6:28, 8:40, 11:00 1200 230 $00 730 1000 32:40. 3:00, 5:20. 7 40. 10.00 


|concert, how do you cele- 13 


Whois your fantasy Valentine date? 
Jay-R: Rebecca Romjin Stamos. 
Kyla: Jay Hernandez of "Crazy Beautiful” or Josh 


THE NEW WORLD 


339 420 770 1000 
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ving the horrible trafic. 9 FIREWALL 


145, 2:5, 05 835, 11:00 : 
жй Catch the Cineplex Special 
А Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 
c MUNICH е лба. Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
c reat your fami ai fends o а Inriling movie experiance 
S mamun e erea e re hs ea 
an Friko aapa Premiere Thon 


Whatis the most romantic love song? 
Jay-R: "Always and Forever" by Atlantic Star 
Tyla: "Las Time" by Eric Benet. 


пу husband Kiko (Sen. Francis 

[nd him a penthouse in the Fort. 
a sting quartet. At night, we 

us. [Another] time, when Ljust Other than you or your co-stars, who would you 
wu agreed о send people tO = iha to watch this Valentine’s Day? z 

а. Another special onewaslast ^ ay Regine Velazquez and Ogie Alcasid 
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‘concert, itll have some aviy ў SAS TT ISRAELI ATHLETE: dee www. munichmovie.com. 
enters Ryan Cayabyab, Burt MURDERED AT THE MUNICH OLYMPICS. 


my idol Kuh and crush Christo- ‘THISIS THE STORY OF NOW SHOWING 
are not exclusively for couples. WIAT HAPPENED NEXT. Д 
am ‘Po 


ids and the lolos and lolas. a. —— m—-— 
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гсп, ior do you celebrate [Distributed by Buena Vista international thru Columbia Pictures| | "TEE NE MOVIE О! THE YE ARL 


i: stay at home because traffic E DN NDELOSS 
all over town. А = ui 


па (Мапи Sandejas in a nice 
pensive restaurant or in a cheap 


ecco (OPENS FEBRUARY 221 ә} 
|il-course meal for two at home. E *, т 
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the most romantic Valen- 
ay you ever experienced? €—€— 
Te was my fist time to per- | РЕЗИМЕ ЗУР 


CiBONEY ? 
WAMON ~i 


conversation is sexy to me—sort 


I аана || + % afilm by MAC C. ALEJANDRE 
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Pu ove YOU 
ic serves scrumptious food. Great 


Now that love has begun, con they moke love lost forever? 
From REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC. and САМА NETWORK FILMS, INC. 
tou ALWAYS ON - 4627 (~ мый 


алы Badii еа А NOV SHOW ING 
he would let me get lost in those. Б b | ERI OVER Е Qo THe EATE RS 
n И ша Aor NEV IDE 


mG Catch the stars of | Will Always Love You inside selected theaters on February 14 
[Composer] George Canseco E N 
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b»? What can the audience ex- 
ess 
perm 
Lat people should watch our show. 
pend vel fe nn соседа вш, s rus 29 eima anne eget te, 
r showisa good choice. - E ELI ons dem amy. 


z. Tm just a fan who's lucky to БЕКЕ ЕС 5559 
Bayani San Diego Jr. 


days 

Mark Herras, Jennylyn Merea- 

Yasmien Kurdi, (both nights) 
how do you celebrate Valen- 
to suprise my loved one—a ro- 


ip... T 
end at home and watch movies 


iste Day you've ever experi- 
ier house and left roses on her 


said for her to meet me some- d MADE HIM A WARRIOR, COURAGE M ADE HIMAH 
ving dinner at this beautiful, ro- j 


6 OPENS MARCH 1 


аскет а Musie Museum, he ЖШ, Ed amre] Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE! 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


TW wen [ERE ENTERTAINMENT seti 
P A (омма! RoUNDUP 


AYAL CENTER pd Aw gre 


[eem i 980808909999 88G88 
XM cu ES ни GREENHILLS CINEMAS 


Credit 
fer eae te vin a Net Perd od e Grand Dre 
nd faba he Meath Drews. 


MUNICH 
1030, 120,425, 
730.1030 


E 


PROMENADE 


Luxury totor Show awe 
Fébve 101 12208 € nea wo EON WiTH FIREWALL 


ru Madonna-thon 


et ta MYX CHANNEL PAYS TRIBUTE TO MADONNA 


IN A 24-hour special dubbed “Madonna-thon,” 
"arsssastesssasassanss sar oL TINTE 

) т тизилсе aamu] fourhslotamong пе highest sling artists of 
MORS М ESSA R DINGOONG AVANSADO |= all time, having sold 275 million albums to date. 


The top three are The Beatles, Michael Jackson 
РА - - = and Elvis Presley. Her latest album, "Confes- 
Tt: Dn а > sions On the Dancefloor," has sold 6.5 million. 
Copies and is available in major music retail 
— «| ae IRL NIME shops. 
MÀ — ‘Meanwhile, in the March issue of US magazine 
Harper's Bazaar, Madonna says she's more stubbom 
than aterrorisi—at least 
when it comes to her 
musie career, 
E : н "Whats the differ- 
i Te SAN Sad ence between a рор 
Star anda terrorist? 
AYALA CINEM AS - You can negotiate with 
H x aterrorist," jokes 
Meyeri ne васално вава бш) ama | | y Madonna, poking fun 
ATALA CINEMAS an to wrw.suresests. com for web reservation = at her diva reputation. 
The magazine hits 


E newsstands Feb. 21. 
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— *Brokeback" 
FUN WIDICK & ЈАМЕ rta ^ CINEMANILA INTER- 


rational Fm Festival 
п for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, and Sky Fims present 
THE NEW WORLD. WALK THE LINE. bs айде d А 


school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! "Brokeback Mountain" 
mm seems] | Erdasvesceeningsof eckbuster fims- at Robinsons Galleria 
tonight at 7:0. 
E ANE 
Department 687-7945 1047 6334446-616-20M locas WS Creme er CINEMAS | 8368 or 405-0135; or 
FIREWALL. Lone és Besy | email cinemani- 
ta@gmail.com. 


Movie schedules may change without prior notice. For verification cali 729 777 


FUN WIDICK & JANE : - arietis 


2 иш 4 int Awars 
loca DICK & JANE LOVE YOU 


"February 10 (Fri) 5: a PM - Glorietta 4 Park 
Reserved seals Io the frst OD moviegoers Ө 


purchased at any Ayala Cinemas 


Tho movie I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
is now showing at Ayala Cinemas 


‘ustomor Service text hating: [77] 
Customer Serves tont Кой: Geta - 782 7272; rom om to Bp. 
reete TST 455 fem fam to fan 
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gital Cinemas 
Free Seating Cinemas: P90.00 


(Т) 1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
(0) FUN WITH DICK & JANE 
(3) DERAILED 

(4) FIREWALL 

(5) THE NEW WORLD 


Buy 2 cinema tickets from Feb. 10- D 2006 
and get a chance to win an instant Valentine prize! 
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cer g, Vehicle sales grow b ow by 20% 


ES 
EY Rush to beat VAT hike pushed up demand in January ; 


By Ronnel W. Domingo utility vehicles, light commercial Аз for passenger cars, year-one 
vehicles, light trucks and trucks year sales went up 16.7 percent; 


eer 7 VEHICLE SALES GREW 19.9 PERCENT YEAR-ON- and busesare expected to pickup „1n terms of total sales, Toye 
„ m E in the next few months, they said. Motor Philippines Corp. stayed in. 
JANUARY FEBRUARY CEL year in January due to the “last-minute” buying rush “Commercial vehicle sales cor. the lead with 35.4 percent of thè 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE A just before the value-added tax was hiked to 12 per- me 60 bue the overall жй. It sold 2,742 units last 
market, with light commercial ‘month, up 34 percent. 
mm Е à cent this month, according to an industry report. vehicles—pickups, vans, and Mitsubishi Motors Philippine: 
1 "51.73 = Local assemblers sold a totalof “It was only in the last few days compact sports utility vehi- Corp. placed second with 13.8 per- 
ыз ИТЇҮТТЕЕЖЕЛДЕ) 7,739 units last month compared of this January that sales startedto  cles—taking up 53 percent of the cent of the market, selling 1,067, 
Aegis pum ше Geeswokmaretreporonfaebi) to 6,456 units sold in the same pickup due to lastminute purchas- CV market, units ora S.6-percent growth. 
n month of 2005. es by buyers wanting to [avoid A total of 4,629 CV units were Honda Cars Philippines Inc. 
Shares close 1.1% higher Tm a joint report, the Chamber higher prices uiggered by the VAT old last month compared to йе camei third with 12,4 percent of 
T TERDAY tance Telephone (PLDT), given of Automotive Manufacturers of increase]"thegroupssald. 3,792 units of January 2005. the market with sales reaching 
Siasea 1 percent her sup- тта 2008 the Philippines (Campi) and the  Tumover of commercial vehicles — Sales of AUVs grew 32 percent 960 units or 36.8 percent higher. | 
толей oy targan-huntingaflsra earnings, with the stock boune- Truck Manufacturers Association minored the overall market рег to 1,988 units. LCV sales grew by Ford Philippines, the country’s 
ро бошт, dealerssaid, ing back after Heavy losses over (ТМА) said that January sales formance with a year-on-year in- 15 percent to 2,474 units, light only exporter ‘of completely built 
‘The focus is mostly оп mar- the past two days following a were normally slower due to the crease of 22.1 percent in January. trucks by 21 percent to 127 units, units, shipped out 646 units or 46.5 
ket leader Philippine Long Dis- SHARES BA traditional year-end sales pushof Based on pending fleet ac- and trucks and buses by 33 per- percent more than the 441 units it 
the previous month. counts deliveries, sales of Asian cent to 40 units. ‘exported in January last year, 


Monetary Board retains key overnight rates WHAT'S INSIDE 


By Doris C. Dumlao and growth of domestic liquidity, of one-off increases in prices,” toaddress sharp price increases in DBP 
‘The BSP kept its overnight BSP Governor Amando Tetang- major commodities and services." | 

THE MONETARY BOARD RE- borrowing rate at 7.5 percent, co Jr. said. “[The VAT] is unlil However, the central bank power play /B3 

tained the Bangko Sentral ng and its overnight lending rete ly to fuel a sustained rise in in- chief noted that global energy 

Pilipinas’ key overnight rates at 9.75 percent. lation." prices continue tobe ark fa NE oody’s call 

during its monthly policy rate “Monetary authorities cies | Pangeo aleo sail bae benD tor in me ee fe inflation, ооау s cal 

Setting yesterday citing theslow. theimpactoftheexpendedval- "supporsthenondmonetarymea- given the geopolitical tension in 
TETANGCO Ee tira ааай tax to consist mainly sures of the national government major oil producing countries. pulls back peso /B6 4 
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А grand ma: aint magnificence 
listinct Italian cha fant landscap 
1o its exclusive enclo: ' 
the wicietots*, and € Í Portoln 
design and detail of this vast pic 


MASTERPLANNED HOMES AND. ЛЕКЕТ ТГ 
AMENITIES GIVE IT FORM... the 15 hectare commercial 


NA URE PROVIDES A VARIETY. 
OF VIBRANT COLORS Own on Italian masterplanned masterpiece in Portofino. 


CHARMING ITALIAN VILLAGES Get a терели ( al 850 2868 А 850 6986 
OFFER INSPIRATION... or click www brittany.com.ph 


-THIS 1S WHAT IT TAKES TO. Brittany 
MAKE A MASTERPIECE. 
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Globe to tap $100-$150M in loans 


Funding for P13-B capex, pre-payment of expensive debts 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GLOBE TELECOM INC. YESTERDAY 
said itwould borrow up to $150 million 
“in five-year funds by June this year to fi- 
mance a P13-billion capital expense, 
‘which included the roll-out of its third- 
‘generation or 3G mobile: network. 

“We will borrow between $100 mil- 
lion and $150 million within the year, 
likely by the middle of the year,” said 
Globe chief financial officer Delfin 
Gonzalez. "It can be in dollars or pe- 
sos, depending on what is more at- 
“tractive.” 

Gonzalez said the company would 
pay $148 million in maturing principal 
debts this year. 

Globe may prepay debts if it could 
raise “economical” funds from banks. In. 


late 2005, Globe paid about $130 mil- 
ion worth of obligations maturing in 
2007 and 2008. 

Last year's prepayment, said Gonza- 
lez, allowed Globe to realize about P45 
million in annual interest payments 
starting this year. 

In December, Globe signed a P1.62 
billion worth of five-year loan and a 
$100-million loan with foreign and lo- 
cal banks. Some of the proceeds were 
used to pay expensive loans. 

As of end-2005, Globe had about P50 
billion (roughly $950 million) in out- 
standing debts. 

Gonzalez said the company could 
continue exploring opportunities to 
lighten its debt load, either by refinanc- 
ing or prepayment, especially if interest 
rates would ease further. 


Cutting down debts is easier for com- 
panies like Globe which have huge free 


cash to finance capital investments, 

Capital expenses this year is project- 
ed to drop to P13 billion from P14.5 bil- 
lion last year. The bulk of the capital 
outlay will come from internal funds. 

Like its rival, Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co., Globe had been 
aggressive in rolling out capital-inten- 
sive infrastructure in the previous 
years. This means investments in infras- 
tructure in the next couple of years will 
notbe as heavy. 

Spending for 3G is going to be mini- 
mal. Globe president Gerardo Ablaza 
said the company would initially allot 
about $100 million to upgrade the net- 
work to 3G. 

Smart Communications Inc. said its 
projected initial 3G investment would 
only be about $60 million. 
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February 24-25, 2006 sa Bonifacio Global City, Taguig! 


“Naging mas madali sana ang pagtatayo ko ng aking review center kung may Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship 
Summit at Expo noon. ‘Di biro ang hirap na dinanas ko noong ako'y nag-uumpisa. Dahil Nursing ang 

- kurso, wala akong kaalam-alam sa pagtatayo ng isang negosyo. Ayun naging trial and error tuloy. Buti 
na lamang sinuportahan ако ng aking ina at mga kaibigan kaya nabigyan ako ng lakas ng loob at 
inspirasyon na palaguin ang aking maliit na kapital. Mula sa iilang estudyante, naging libo-libo na ang 
nagre-review sa R.A. Gapuz Review Center Co. ngayon. 


Kung gusto mong umasenso tulad ko, 


PROF. RAY GAPUZ, JR.Chairman Gapuz Group of Enterprises*CEO, R.A. Gapuz Review Center Co. 
-Cum Laude, Bachelor in Nursing, University of Sto. Tomas,1992+Board Top-Notcher 1992 Philippine Nursing Licensure 
Examinations Summa Cum Laude,Master of Arts in Nursing, University of Sto, Tomas 1998-Awardee, Ten Most Outstanding 
Filipino Entrepreneurs 2004-Finalist, 2005 Ernst & Young's Entrepreneur of the Year Award+Recipient, Agora Award for 
Entrepreneurship 2005*Philippine Marketing Assoclation Outstanding Filipino Achiever for Entrepreneurship 
Recipient*Parangal ng Bayan Award*Young Professional Awardee for Education and Entprepreneurship*Who's Who in 
the Phillppines. 
Presented by 
mm 
Philippine Y 
Centortor 
nroproneurship. 
DAY 1 


Keynote Address: President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo«PCE Recognition 
of Outstanding Entrepreneurship Teachers/Students/Programs«FORUM 
1: Building National Confidence & Optimism To Inspire More Successful 
Filipino Entrepreneurs«FORUM 2: A Global Market Beckons the Filipino 
Entrepreneur«FORUM 3: Steering Corporations to Success the 
Entrepreneurial Way«FORUM 4: Social Entrepreneurs: Uncommon 
Heroes for the Common Good. Talk: Probing Asia’s Enterprising 
CultureseTalk:Universities as Locus for Innovation & Technology«Talk: 
New Approchesin Teaching Entrepreneurship Education«Culminating 
Forum on “Triggering the Age of Entrepreneurship in the Philippines” 


attend na sa Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit at Expo*!” 


DAY 2 


«Talk: How to Start a Retail Business/How to Supply 
Retailers»Franchising Forum+Awarding of PCE-ENEDA Cup WinnersePCE 
National Business Plan Competition Brief Elevator Pitch-PCE National 
Business Plan Competition Winners & Runner-up+Funding Options- Talk: 
The Entrepreneur: Know Thyself«Talk: Finding Your Opportunities 
of a Lifetime: Where do Entrepreneurs Get their Ideas«Talk:Moving 
Innovations to Marketer:The Art of Start-Ups:Critical Stage & how 
to Survive it-Intellectual Property Rights Forum»Financing Forum 
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SM ads 
in Inquirer 
continue 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER (PDD 
vice president for advertising Pepito 
Olarte said the SM Group had commit- 
ted to continue booking their ads with 
this paper. 

Olarte said some SM bookings last 
week were "rescheduled due to market 
evaluation.” 

He said PDI and the SM group had 
been negotiating for a possible Just 
Shop-SM retail supplement in time 
for the opening of the SM Mall of 
Asia. 

Olarte's statement was issued in con- 
nection with Conrad Banal's Breaktime 


column, which appeared yesterday 


RP call center 
industry seen 
overtaking 
that of India 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE LOCAL CALL CENTER INDUSTRY MAY 
overtake that of India in terms of earnings as 
foreign investors continue to locate in the 
country, according to an industry research 
fim. 

Lauro Vives, global managing partner of 
XMG Inc., seid Philippine call centers could 
match the $3.2 billion annual revenue posted 
by call centers in India by the end of 2007, or 
earlier than the previous projection of 2008. 

“That is achievable if current factors like 
‘earnings per seat remained," Vives said. 

“Still, we should not be comparing the 
country to India, but rather to similar markets 
like chose of Brazil, Mexico and Russia," Vives 
said. 

In terms of what a country could offer in 
services, infrastructure and businesses in gen- 
eral, Vives said India was ina different league 
with Malaysia and China, 

XMG senior analyst Cesar Tolentino said 
call centers accounted for about half of the to- 
tal earnings from information technology-en- 
abled services in the country. 

“Of the estimated $1.8 billion ITES earn- 
ings in 2005, call centers contributed $1 bil- 
lion (or about 56 percent), Tolentino said. 

‘Also, he said call center earnings grew 16.3 
percent in 2005 from $860 million in 2004 
when the sector put in 72 percent of total $1.2 
billion in ITES revenues, 

“For this year, we expect total ITES earn- 
ings to reach $2.3 billion, of which call cen- 
ters would account for up to $1.7 billion (or 
74 percent),” Tolentino said. 

He added that the estimate for call center 
earnings in 2006 was still conservative as this 
was based on the assumption that no new in- 
vestments would come in for the rest of the 
year. 

“In fact, there are several investors that are 
planning to set up operations here,” Tolentino 
said. 

Earlier, Vives said ITES earnings was ex- 
pected to grow by about 33 percent this year 
ав the country continued to attract offshore 
businesses. 

He said ITES providers would be wise to 
reposition their businesses amid a trend of 
"backsourcing" or switching from outsourced 
services to internal back office operations. 

He added that with heightened awareness 
оп the capabilities of Asia-Pacific countries 
and the increasing internal tolerance for risks 
їп operating offshore, several organizations 
that have previously outsourced multi-year 
contracts with overseas operators would set 
up their own outfits abroad to meet internal 
business process and IT needs. 


Electricity spot 
market opening 
to be delayed 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE START OF COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS 
of the wholesale electricity spot market will 
be delayed by at least two months, according 
to Wesm market operator Philippine Electrici- 
ty Market Corp. 

This is due to PEMC's withdrawal ofits ap- 
plication with the Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion for its price determination methodology. 

EMC president Lasse Holopainen said PEMC 


' withdrew the application “to prevent any proce- 


dural technicalities in the wake of the Supreme 
Courts recent ruling on the Meralco ease.” 

The Supreme Court last week nullified 
ERC' June 2, 2004 order approving Meral- 
co's second Gram filing, which resulted In a 
generation charge increase of 13.27 centavos. 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh). 

The high tribunal cited as reason for the de- 
cision failure on the part of Meralco to publish 
its Gram application in a newspaper of gener- 
al circulation, 

РЕМС did not want its application for pric- 
ing methodology to suffer the same fate. 

ELECTRICITY /83 


Peer cy 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 


APOWER PLAY IN THE DEVELOP- 
ment Bank of the Philippines tar- 
getting chair Vitaliano Nafiagas П 
has erupted out into the open. 

The immediate cause was sup- 
posed to have been a number of 
representation expenses incurred 
by Nafiagas in 2004 during his of- 
ficial foreign trips. 

Nafiagas, who purposely ab- 
sented himself in the other days 
board meeting when an in-house 
aüdit report was discussed, could 
not be reached for comment. What. 
is clear is that someone within the 
DBP has been leaking a 30-page re- 
port to the media, apparently in 
the hope of whipping up an anti- 
Nafiagas sentiment similar to what 
had caused the latters departure 
from the Social Security System 
before he headed DBE 


regard to her sudden fortune. 

According to the grapevine, De- 
los Reyes informed her top corpo- 
rate clients before the Yuletide hol- 
days that she was going on leave 
to attend to the problems that has 
befallen her ever since her billion- 
aire aunt, Pacita Ongsiako delos 
Reyes-Plillips, passed away nearly 
ayearago. 

Ironically, Delos Reyes may have 
caused the troubles herself when 
the legal ethics lecturer, despite be- 
ing executrix of her aunt's fabulous 
estate, allegedly cleaned out about 
$400,000 in her aunt's San Fran- 
cisco bank account immediately af- 
ter the billionaire's death. 

What further complicated the 
closure of the US bank account 
was that it was the mother ac- 
count of another US bank ac- 
count that the late billionaire had 
set up to support her estranged 
husband, Dr. Ralph Phillips. 

On this latest trip, Delos Reyes 
was apparently trying to arrange a 
visit to the American retiree in his 
nursing home in an attempt to am- 
icably settle the court suit he had 


Electricity spot market 
opening to be delayed. 


From page B2 

"Tt (withdrawing the application) is a difficult 
decision to make, but it isa prudent one. I would 
rather spend a few more weeks ensuring that ev- 


Victoria’s secret trip 

THE country’s newest billionaire, 
lawyer/heiress Victoria деш 
Reyes, has been in the United States 
for nearly two weeks now, appar- 
ently to take care of any tax and es- 
tate complications with the Feds in 
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DBP power play 


statements challenging his wife's 
will on sanity grounds. 

Ironically, it is the same line of 
attack that Chuidian has chosen 
in an attempt to discredit the dis- 
puted will that Mrs. Phillips, an 
octogenarian like her husband, 
had allegedly signed on the eve of 
her death. 


COcKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


filed against her and the estate. 

In the disputed will, the Ameri- 
can husband was completely disin- 
herited by his childless wife for 
having allegedly abandoned her 
with some P2-3 billion worth ofthe 
estate consequently all going to 
Delos Reyes and her lone brother. 

But luck was not on the lawyer's 
side; the American doctor also 
passed away on the eve of Delos 
Reyes’ US trip, according to the 
doctor's counsel Vicente Chuidian. 

Chuidian claimed that Delos 
Reyes had planned to challenge 
and expunge the doctor's signed 


Money-go-round 

* RETIRED Meralco executive 
Joe Guingona won a Mercedes- 
Benz B170 when he scored a 
hole-in-one the other day during 
the Golden Tee tournament atthe 
Manila Golf Club. 

Luckily, the dealer and price 
donor, CATS Motors, changed its 
mind at the last minute and had 
itself fully covered for the P2.25- 
million SUV 

ө Room service special: The 
newest boutique “hotel” in 
Makati referred to in Wednes- 


Investment Funds of UNIT PRICES 


(in Php) 


Feb.6,2006 | Jan. 30, 2006 


1112192 | 
1.103875 
| 1086236 


Fixed Income Fund 1.114284 
1.106915 


1.091536 


Balanced Fund 


Equity Fund 


Court and the SEC level against his 
erstwhile parner Arsenio T. Ng. 


day's column, Roman Suites on 
Pasay Road, apparently doubles 
asa high-end massage parlor. 

ө Publidy listed but hardly 
traded ATN Holdings is attempting 
to forestall the retum of Clinica 
Manila to йз medical founder, Her- 
nan Delizo, who had already won 
the Jegal battle at the Supreme 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE Sys and the Dees have agreéd 
10 а new round of shares offering 
of Chinabank within the year. 
(Email: ^ cocktales_pdi@platd- 
sLnet or cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Lecturer: Atty. Dennis Tablizo 

LEGAL ASPECTS OF SALE, MORTGAGE & LEASE 

with DOCUMENTATION & REGISTRATION 
February 15, 1:30-6 pm, Z* Fir, Max's Rest, Glorietta 2, Ayala Ctr, МЫ 
Covers legal aspects of sales, mortgages, leases, legal forms, notarization, 
the Torrens system, adverse claims, notice of is pendens, purpose & 
requirements of registrations, function of the register of deeds, 
and many other real estate topics. 


For more details, call 681-0928 or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph’ 
‘Or simply text your name, fax no. or email address to СРЕ 0916-426-9174 
URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 
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"investments of Variable 
Lito Insurance Contracts 


Bond Fund - Peso: 
Mareged Fund - Peso 
‘Growth Fund - Peso 1.19991 116111 
Bond Fund- US Dollar 12302 1240 


m um TUUM T Uer cre тете rad us a PF 


Current Week 
Feb. 7, 2006. 


1.36757 
148735 


Last Week 
Jan. 31, 2008 


136362 
149128 


These resonant ands are spec to vraie Ме insurance contacts and are not considered 
muni nds Lie surance podus are герди by be surance Commion. 
The weekly ri prices are о arie at wrvinsdarecomgh. 


фий едн, ае 


егуйїлу is done correctly rather than expose our 
market participants to added risk,” he said. 
The ERC was supposed to begin public hear- 


Early 
RETURN ON 
Investments (ВО!) 


Unit for as low as а 
Php16,488.18 /month X 


[License to еп 13495, 


but the firm decided to withdraw its application. 

Under the Wesm, electricity will be traded 
via the Internet on an hourly basis. 

Much like trading in the stock market, elec- 
tricity prices are not fixed. These will fluctu- 
ate depending on the supply, demand and 
even the time of trading. ава 

Wess PDM will serve as the basis for calcu- Г om! Robinson & паман 


ings оп PEMC's РОМ application last Tuesday, | 
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lation of prices in the electricity spot market. 
Instead of pegging prices on specific peso 
yalues, the РОМ will serve as a formula that 1 : В 
‘will be used to compute how much electricity f" = 7 
should be priced within a certain hour. SPORIS £ for moe дней» ph- call 
The ERC, meanwhile, is preparing to file a OFT KARL EDWARD 


motion for reconsideration on the Meralco DESIGNS 372.8455 | 374.3726 
decision. | 
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Ап intuitive designer who open: 
gateways in information 
dissemination 
= John, Web Developer 
TF investor 


We share the same drive for innovative investments that realizes objectives. A UITF awareness service brought to you by: 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) opens doors of opportunities for all kinds of investment needs. UITFs are offered in a wide range of fund types: 
money market, fixed income, balanced and equity in Philippine Peso and U.S. Dollar in a variety of minimum amount of contributions. With over 60 UITFs 
to choose from, there are funds that suit your investment goal, time horizon and risk-reward appetite. And with teams of expert investment managers 
from the country's leading banks, you can trust them to optimize the return on your money. 

Do you share the same drive? Ask your bank about Unit Investment Trust Funds today. 

— Conveniently accessible in more than 2,500 bank branches nationwide 
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PLDT stock rebounds 


By Clarissa S. Batino 
and Daxim L. Lucas 


price dropped by P110 to P1,680 
apiece. The fall reduced PLDT's 
market value to P303.9 billion 
from P323.8 billion in a single 
day. 

‘At the same time, Morgan 
Stanley downgraded its stock, 
saying that PLDT's earnings in- 
creases would be capped by slow- 
er growth in the mobile phone 
sector. 

“Morgan Stanley is of the 
opinion that PLDT shares are al- 
ready fairly valued," said Flo- 
rentino Mabasa, assistant cor- 
porate secretary PLDT. “We, 
however, believe that PLDT's 
share price is still trading below 
its regional peers and Phisix 
stocks.” 

‘The company's reassurances 
helped assuage the market's fears 
sending the company stock price 
higher by P70 during trading at 
the PSE. 
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PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE 
Telephone Co. yesterday re- 
gained more than half of the 
shareholder's value it lost the oth- 
er day after the company assured 
stock fundamentals and finances 
would remain sound despite an 
increasing number of common 
shares in the market. 

“We have recovered about 
P12.7 billion of market value to- 
day” PLDT chair Manuel V 
Pangilinan said, as he down- 
played the negative effects that 
the release ofa large block of new 
common shares would have on 
the company's stock price. 

PLDT's share price rose by P70 
to close at P1,750 yesterday. 

The country’s largest telco firm 
Jost almost P20 billion of its mar- 
ket value Wednesday, when share 


February 9, 2006, 
Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia Dollar, 
Bahrain Dinar" 
Saudi Arabia Rial 
Brunet Dolar 
Indonesia Rupah 
Thailand Baht 
UAE Dirham 
Euro Euro 
India Rupee 
Malaysia Ringgit 
Mexico Naw Peso 
Kona Won 
Tawan Nt Dolar 


Peso 
Equivalent 
51759 
04367 
901538 
6.5676 
39.8299 
450392 
317267 
382098 
1373245 
138024 
31.6208 
0.0056 
1301 
140921 
619141 
11723 
1318653 
49159 
00533 
18025 


Unit 
Dollar 
Yen 


Pound 
Dollar 
Franc. 

Dolar 
Dolar 


0.025882 


Republic of the Philippines 
Municipality of TAAL 
Province of Batangas 


Invitation for Bids (IFB) 


Date : February 10, 2008 

Contract ID No.: SP-080-IN-07 

‘World Bank Loan No.: 446PH 
The Government of the Philippines has received a loan Irom the 
Inlomational Bank for Reconsirucion and Development towards the cost 
Of Local Government Finance and Development and Intends to apply 
art of the funds 10 cover eligible payments under the Contract for the 
Construction of Taal Public Market. Bidding is open to ай bidders from 
lile source counires as defined in Ina Guidelines: Procurement under 
IBRD Loans and IDA Credits. 
‘The Municipality of Taal, Batangas invitos sealed bids trom eligibie 
Sources lor he Construction of Taal Public Market with a totai floor area 
Of 2,860 sq m. consisting of 188 stalls distributed to three (3) buildings 
Toc wet and dry sections with perimeter roads and site development. 

Bidding documents may be purchased staring February 13-March 14, 

2006 at the Municipal Treasurer's Office, Municipal Bullding, 
Municipality of Taal, Batangas upon payment of a non-elundable (оо of 
Eight Thousand Pesos (P 8,000.00) or ts equivalent in atreely-corvertble 
currency, lor each sat. Interested bidders may obtain further information at 
Tho same address. 
Bids shall be valid for a period o! ninety (90) days alter bid opening and 
must be accompanied by a bid security of Seven hundred seventy 
Thousand pesos (P 770,000.00) in a form ol cash, сагі check, bank 
Quarantee or ts equivalent in a corvortble currency and shall be delivered 
© the Municipal Budget Office, Municipal Building, Municipality of Taal, 
‘Batangas on or belore March 14, 2006, 9:00 a.m. at which time thoy wil 
фе opened in the presence of ina bidders who wish іо atend 
А pro-bid conference will be held on February 28, 2006, 10:00 a.m. at 
the Municipal Session Hall, Municipal Building, Municipallty of Taal, 
Batangas. 

(саа) RONNEL M. DAWIS 


(01=Febrary 10,2006) 'BAC Chairman 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Chil Aeronautics Boara (САВ), trough ne Bids and Awards Commitee 
BAC), mii conduct a pupic bang othe supolyol he lolowing computer equipment 


ШАШУ 
16 Unis 


DESCRIPTION 
TEM branded desktop computer wi 
the folowing speciicatons 

"Pentium V 3 0 GHz processor 

(HT Tecnology) 

+ 256 MB DDA Memory 

* Atleast бама video card 

1 Atleast 80 GB hard drive 

1 Windows XP Prolossional, prenstalied 


muoser ] 


P 1,800,000.00| 


AVR 
Monitor 17” 
1 CO ROM 52x 
} Floppy Оше 14 
‘Any branded Lap Top 
" ntl Pontum Processor 
* 256M8 DOR Memory upgradeable 


рю?2бв 
‘Atleast 40GB Hard Disk Orive 
FDO (EXT INT) 
56K Modem 
10/100 Mops Fast Ethernet LAN 
Combo Deve 
‘Atleast 2x USB 20 Port 
| Microsoft Windows XP (Home/Prot) 
Antivirus (Mc Altea) 
ÅP PSC 34n-1 1410 printer 
MS Ойсе XP 2003 (OLP NL 


агита. 
6 Unis 
20 Unis 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive procedures as speciedin 
а IARA OI RA STBA, ora own a a Government Procurement im 
а 
The BAC wiluse the engl stage йс system under which ainerested bidders 
rerequred to submit ree (3) envelopes namely the Еду Envelope, the First 
мере ог Technical Proposals andthe Second Envelope or ina Firancel Proposal. 
‘All particulars relative to Elgiblly statement and screening, Bid Security. 
ренотапсе Securhy. течи conterence, evaluation ol Bida, post qualication and 


‘Award ol Contact shal be governed by he pertinent provisions of RA 9164 and is 
RR 


The completa scheduie of actives is sted as otows: 


SCHEDULE 
Een. 1022. 2005 


Оооо Fan 22008 — — —] 

Maren 2009 on oc betur 12 00 AM | 

[waren 7.2008 2.00 P41 | 
Mach 8.2006 — 
Маса. 2008. 
March 16, 2008. 


The CAB assumes no responsi whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
bidders юг any expenses incurre in ie preparato o! herbe Should you need 
any luther nmáten or canticaton regarding Ie above, please contact Mr Jesus 
Тау Jr. Chel, Aommatrative Division or Mr Wilmer C. Camba, at Опсе 
Telephone humber 851-48-08 


UE 
сзи оь мад 
e reper 


"Charman. Bits and Awards Commitee (ВАС) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


soos 


5 
d 


Banco ja Or Unt 
Samal be Pas 
ша 


Ga 
[5 
Hester 


4 
. 28 


"e 
он 
Баков, 


1 

BE 
8 
dun 
i. 


p 
i 
1 
Li 


Е 
i Safo 
p* 
= БЕШ 


E] 


z 
Ш 
11 
в. 
e 
„8. 
таа 
Boobies 
Bs 
isi 
Ld 
868 


Bs 
ds 


p ai 
is 
ks 
n: 


ink 
m 
le 


EET 
um 
RE 
tuis) 
ROAST 
асе 
ЕГУ 
pep 


g 

8 

E 

er, 

Bee 
ai 


-E са 
аб 8 ыш н 
Ji { 
ДЕ: 
RET. 
5s Ei 


É 


Bieb 
M 
RB 
Ed 
LEA 


ipiis 

ss 
i^ Riad 
E 


Em 


egi 


м; 


е. 

ч 
сес анан 

Zar 


BS. 


үт 
eR echt 


= BRN 
КБш 
pr: 
eee! 
sanS. 
28882888: 


5 ы 


РЕЯ 
E 
p. 
888888 BB 


Philippine Economic Zone Authority 

Ronas Боле core Sen Los узо Pasay Cay. Maro Manta Phlgies 
legoro 01-8444 Faces 551.9587 

ТОШ pet uc sacar yao com емде www peza go Ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


arnaspee Econo 


Tra PEZA ма ем a Pre Ва Costerenen open 1o at куенга partas с 1 iar 208,200 
ES nose TOU FARE Ro tei cer Senn m 


БС tne Bonus roto accopes. 

‘2 opening shale 13 March 200 2005 т she Gb Fior Soc Ha. PEZA Эр Revo 
Iud cont, San Lum Si Pasay Cay Des wai be opened in e presence cl he Bidder 
алада wo cii ad 

caso any othe abore мез а declared a spec non wohin hoy, нй aomata be 
КЕ 

Tre PEZA reserves Be nghi to accepi er ject any Ot. эле зе здр process and iore 
[ib a sey re рег contac mud дема Parcoy тотар sap bit ло те aiios 


and hears Commute Sacs 
Se PEZA butang Roxas Bovera corner San Lus St, Pasay Cay 
Та no EST Seat Tota Na 831-9387 
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WARRANTS, 
ABS-CBN His. Corp [POR] 


Shares close .. 


Morgan Stanley downgrade. 

The composite index gained 
22.73 points at 2,083.65 after 
trading between 2,060.92 and 
2,090.10. 

Volume was 916.16 million 
shares worth P1.49 billion ($28.8 


Ed 
PHIL, DEPOSIT 
ОИ 


From page Bl 
million). 

The all-shares index was up 
25.12 points at 976.33. 

Gainers beat losers 53 to 20, 
with 52 stocks unchanged. 

The peso was at 51.885 to the 
dollar as of mid-day. АЕР 


МРЕВ! 


Managing Chaos: 
Dynamic Time 
Management, Recall, 
Reading and Stress 
Management for 
Admin Professionals 
and Executive 
Secretaries 

February 13-14, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental, Makati 


Effectively handle large volumes of Information—and 
produce better results! 


Learn how to increase your memory and manage your time better 
by dealing with procrastination, interruptions and stress. 


Who Should Attend 
Executive secretaries, secretaries and administrative/executive/ 
sales assistants. 


How You Will Benefit 
Pinpoint where you need to take contro! 
Conquer procrastination and stress 
Effectively process and retain critical information 
Improve comprehension and focus 
Perform better when juggling people, paper and priorities 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader nthe newspaper industry wih 
ts balanced news and fearless views s comme to hen оз rade parmers 
айне ts business goals and soning the conmunty via generation of employment, 


We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


to work or our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, 
Bataan, Tariac, Nueva Ecja and Zambales. 


т Highly motvated. Aggressive, Hardworking. 

ТЕ Мэн possess excellent ora! and writen communication skiis both in 
Engan апа Рарсо. 

ec Préleratiy Мае. wing to work on а graveyard sh, fat paced, dynamic. 
эла Berto environment 

C) Background m sales s no necessary, but а pius- 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
то handie the needs of our SUB DISTRIBUTORS. 
Applicants must bo a resident of Pampanga 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
s Female. 
Ч Colege graduates: 
Т Most lave a pleasing personal. 
SE Hgniy томова Agree, 
SE Мы possess осла ort and writen communication ekle both in 
Engien and ирек. 
ve Background п Customer service lea pu; 
Те Computer Lerate 


Send your Resumé to 
саў Distribution Group inc. 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
{near Jun-Jun's Bibingka Rest, McArthur Highway) 
City of San Fernando Pampanga 
'or саййах (045) 961-4040 
(For Business 0011 Suparvisors appicants, резе look for 
мє Mar Manabat or 
Mc Jess Yap or can omad your resuma 
o jassx£Prnad nat net i or dvdaltbutoo comm р) and. 
{For Customer Service Raprosentetive appicanta, 
please ook for Lynn Marcelo) 


Republ o! ће Phippines 
"Department ol Finance 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 
PORT OF MANILA 
‘Customs Disinct А 
South Harbor, Mania 
February 7, 2005 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Pursuant to ne provisions ol Section 2601, other retated provisions ol the 
талй and Cusloms Code ol the Philippines and СМО 5-2003, there wil be à 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE (Sealed Bidding) o be conducted at the Оно ol 
‘fusion and Cargo Disposal Division Room No. 304. Customhouse Bid. Sout 
Harbor, Pon Area, Mana on February 21, 2008 (Tuesday) ol Ine hereunder 
isid Various Ariicies. Said item shall bo available for pubic viewing оп 
February 7, 2006 (Friday). In the event of lated bidding, the same shall бе 
Ditered i a second aucton to bo held on the third business day fofowing the 
"ist fated Ып at the same lime and place wih no reduction о! the floor 
‘pace and without need for further advertisement, охсор as to ponshabla lms 
ней may be auctioned again on the following business day. When al leas! 
two cl ihe sealed bids subritied In an auction fal wir ten (10%) percent o! 
the туле bid, the same should be above tho oor price (clustering). Those in 
the caster shall mmeciately go nio an ороп bidding wiih ће highest sealed 
"Bd serving as the new floor рлсо ol the ot being sold. 

Tho winning bidders shall bo required 1o pay 50% ofthe bid price оог 
cash andlor managers check (Payable 10 PNB oniy) al the end ol Ino bidding, 
For mertonous reason, said bidder may be alowed to make such раутоп not 
lator then two (2) hours от the awarding of the won bid. The remaining 
Dalance ol 50% ol the bid prico shall be paid wihin tho next business day. 
IMPORTANT: 

Only registered bidders who have paid the Registration Feo of Two 
Thousand [P2.000 00) pesos and Cash Bond (Retundable) of Twenty 
‘Thousand Pesos (P20,000.00) are eligible о paricipate іп the auction sale 


Registration stars at 1:30 pm and wil lose al 2:00 рт. 


For lurinar inquiry, please contact the following telephone numbor 528- 
60-00 local 459. 


SALELOT# 
100-05 


ITEN/DESCRIPTION. 
1X40 Container Mor's T-ShivShins 
(13280 kgs) YMLU 8021092. 


250 Rois, РУС Pipes 
(504) HORACIO P. SUANSING, JR. 


Dainct Coloctor 
Port ol Mania 


FLOOR PRICE. 
Php 3,836,494.60 


10105 Php 862,596.75 


(wore 1.2008 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
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FORT BONIFACIO 


BRAND NEW LUXURY TOWNHOUSES 


meee ao 


mln ater УЧ 


OPEN HOUSE ! 


HYD. QUEZON ERY ы, 
$5 ppp 
n 


Aye iow 


ar xt ety ay Agaro et 
‘ge ala aes Sap Dit 


Jn 5 baboons b Bie, oet 
ws Bos e 
Sect: ven Vai our node etl 


457-6868, 807-0707, 0922-3 
Савт адн) wewrwtimstater 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 

Ex SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 

"ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greens 
Cal 7276124 -25 8am-7pm 


VOSTO CLINIC COMP LAB 


Татты Майпо о 
208 Tamo М! iy 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


SKIN DISEASES 


‘ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UT, ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTIUTYAMPOTENCE 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL | 
KELODPAP SMEAR 


[d 
Germa Big No. 8 Pur St, 
Cubao, Q.C, 


TELINOS/4392706. 
873139878 


VMI MANPOWER £95 551 
ошена OR UA MONEY BACK L 


АА MAIDSNAYA 4388920 
NI Ya Cook Dr 7574808 

AA arna ные Yaya 698280 

M Around Maid Cook 8985702 
od Mak Yaya Cook 428852 
нир Agency 808 «S 
WORKING MADS «21208 
меш ARVED ROYICHL vaos 
‘MONEE NURSE YAYA COOK LABA 
GEL DRIVER SCREENED CLEAR 
Ошлют SOS WIURE 


d 
LIPAT BAHAY 


Lay 9206704 45528 
LIPAT BAHAY 8290215 
оғвасоз: уме танив 

SPASQUITRIP 742-1457 


PROF MOVING SERVCESON] 
776613210 3 LOC 108 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


CUBAO soom? 0917:7990884 


GLOBAL CITY (617-0084 


MANDALUYONG 11 STRY 


BLDG. МСЕ + 0917-7890864 


BULACAN PROT тизм 


FOR LEASE or SALE 
Sta Rosa San Јово УШ 
сопу 0917-8074122 


Marikina rand now BR ITB 
"вош! P3.2M 9487112 


CONDO FOR RENT 
MAKATI AREA 
а Bedrooms + 2 Bathroom 
вату Furnished 
“aca queer ш tet 
Эме “tol & Intercom 
e parking slot 
contact Nis 
Lr) 


MALAYAN PLAZA RFO. 
виг IBR 007.4396004 р 


MANDA NEAR SHAW 


ВпенТввЗетузо3-410 
mie! гоа? 670403461 


NEW. 36TOREY TOWNHOUSE 
NEAR UST ESPANA WELCOME 
ROTONDA QC. 7397773 


y антици k 


LASSIRIEDS 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


534-91 531-0390 "534-8350 * 531-1384" (0917) 9385656 | 
(0919) 3191105 *(0917) 855-7881 * (0920 950-4826 * (0920) 911-0002 


\ BIG HousngLoan — (rat) RSGHOME * Toll Free: 1:800-10-RSGHOME * wiw gueventcom 


RATES 
P75 per line, 
O prees eene m 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections, 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


ALL 


STUDENT 
Conna 


SALCEDO SalaRont P4aTino 
Prstisgm Parkview 91851 
тан ZIB 1CG Pool Gym ist 
Chass Amenities 7228110 
99229512794 
BAY GARDENS ros bi. 
TIeBRS n. SH Ma of sla 
09209602940 


LOT а SALE: зит AGAI- 
‘CULTURAL LAND, BALTE, 
VICTORIA, LAGUNA & авт 
RESIDENTIAL LOT AREA, 
METRO SOUTH SUBD GEN. 
TRIAS. DASMARINAS, CAVITE 
I'BENVENDO G. FRANCIA 
тази 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


In compliance with section 12, Rule Il, of the 
Revised POEA Rules and Regulations. 


PLEASE BE INFORMED that our office has 
transferred to ts new location at: 


вл. 202-203 TRINITY Bullding 
'836 TM. Kalaw Avenue 
Ermita, Manlia 


: 5201 


мытатовл ш 


XOISE MO эш ко таз 


1% Ашо Easy sasaat 


15 Ting Cor лїнїп 


т WO TONG can тинн 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANILA WATCH. EXCHANGE 


BUY + SELL” PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


E OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
 HAPPRASAUFAST CASH 

 REPHIRPOUSH ANY WATCH 
"9904-0404 + 834-2886 


mr 


Seb Res Lots Bngonan RZ 
Saperya 09178986809 
OACROPOUS Эи 34888 


рїн-3зи  1-8337601-03 _ 1% AUTOLOAN 788-0961 


Traer Pontevea Li 


“CALACA BATS 12Km** 
"Gerry 0917-8074122 


1% Car Landing 656-0140 
alld Tres Car Loen Corp. 


“PROFESSIONAL а CREDLE 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 
[SMS TA иш 


SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW SY INTEREST 


1% CARLOAN 373-6519 
va Car Loan (18008 


15s wout taking ear 918577 
p—s 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


1.5% Еву Car Loan 3740765 
188 ney eon 781595255 
BUYING ROLEX 


‘Shigs WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7269887 + 0917-8884040 


153a wo taking Car 2884-9 


{Stal Car 388007475 


сотта Spaces tor iesse 
[uri 


€ 
BUY 


OBITUARIES _. 


ANTONIETA (Nenette) NAVARRO 
This is to inform our customers, suppliers and the public 
that Ms. Antonieta (Nenette) Navarro is no longer 
connected with Sky International, Inc. since Dec. 22, 2005. 
Any Transaction entered by her on behalf of the 
company and/or its authorized officers shall not be 
accepted by the Company. 


SKY INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
а-ға t 2008) 


ERRATUM 


In the advertisement of WESTERN VISAYAS Ё 
MEDICAL CENTER Re: Invitation to Apply for f 
Eligibility and to Bid, published in the Classified 
Section of Philippine Daily Inquirer last February 7, 
2006, the date of the Opening of Bids was 
inadvertently printed as March 28, 2006 instead of 
February 28, 2006. 


2 i 


Our apologies 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Hog Ate Mngr & Exe. ес. 
Кэш Collectors. Apply at 
йт 201 HOL 805. Biglang 
Ava St, Си. Cty Look M 
Anma 0821-9058272 


SALES PROMO GIRLS 


Vno to Far Congeson FOR 
Busy Poscs 70071 70800 


Notes i gon thatthe este 
oh iata CONSTANTE C. PAZ Nota i hoeby glen tha ho 
adt of the Die Jesus 
EARN NOW $ or РКО 
FULL | PARTTIME - 376812 


Оромо end Pura Cabrera hs 
been errludclly seed by 
ther has bore Notary Public 
тилеп S. Marano de Quis of 
Parlaque Cily. As por Doc 
No. 82 Page 18 Book No. 111 
Series of 2008 
(PDL Fob. 310,817, 2008) 


Disgo, Сайит, USA and 
suthenated by Vica - Consul 
Gina Jaime caro D. Galia- 
ga и e Republie of the 
Pripines, Los Angles, Cal- 
oris, US.A per Document Но, 
02060.62, Saris ot 2008 

(PDL Feb. 10, 17 а 24, 2008 


RETIRE 2YRS 09189051587 үе миё сотчан Ayal 


яти соңына: SPNFACIAL ATTEND, БМЭИЗ 


p——ÓB ок Mgt Stat 383185 Ода 


~ 
We Вотан Lil erd Dearly E 
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^ ISIDRO “ROY” HOJAS ESCAÑO 


of Cagayan de Oro City 


on his 24th Death Anniversary 
on February 10, 2006 


PASAY nr LAT Banda 27418 


sucat POUE senasa | тне 


ORIENTAL GARDENS МКП 
STUDIO FURNISHED PARKG 
Paok МӨМ RUSH 


Masses will be offered today, Friday, February 10, 2006 
at the following churches: 


GREENHILLS MEMORIAL PARK, Bulus ~ 
SAN VICENTE FERRER, Cugman. 

SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR, Gusa 

JESUS NAZARENO PARISH, Recto Ave... 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA, Camaman-an ..... 
OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL, Carmen 
ST. AUGUSTINE CATHEDRAL ....... 
SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA, Nazareth ... 
STO. NINO PARISH, Cogon -. - 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, Виш... 
CARMELITE MONASTERY, Camaman-an 
\ CARMELITE MONASTERY, Bukidnon. 


PASAY NR. EDSA CONDO 
STYLE 1288 WANG 2318573 


4:00 p.m. 
ROOM 


600 алп. 
600 am. 
530 pam. 
600 am. 
600 am. 
5:00 pam. 
600 am. 


NRLASALLE 1BRIAC 0992148 


paces 4 Ladle 
[47 


BUSINESS RENTAL 
We, his relatives, request the friends and pious readers 


BG RESTAURANT 740-203 to join us for the eternal repose of his soul- 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


ROSITA ECHAVEZ MANUEL 


(Rose) 


formerly of Winthrop - Stearns 
April 23, 1922 - February 8, 2006 


Her sisters Rosario (Charing) M. Tiongco; and Salvacion 
(Sally) M. Gainous; nephews, nieces and relatives request you 
to pray for the repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at Arlington Memorial pe] 


va CITY) эт 0251 


оз SENTRA 3257 8502521 


‘Araneta Ave., Quezon City. Interment will be on Sunday; 
February 12, 2006 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikifip after 
the 1:00 p.m. Mass. [a 


Massage of Thanks 


We, the wife Ofelia, the children Jocelyn and Arthur, 
Cecilia and Rolo, Edwin and Rachelle, 
and grandson Christopher, of the late 


AMB. RODOLFO S. SANCHEZ 


who joined his Creator on January 28, 2006 


wish to thank you, our relatives and friends, 
for being with us in our time of grief. 
Your kindness and expressions of sympathy 
are greatly appreciated. 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels US-made Caskets Catered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


An obituary with a 


“FRANCIS CAR RENTAL” 
ALL CARS WORE WORNER 


Tna | Always caring... 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


RENT A VAN 
0817-5444721 + 642-4405 
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picture can be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on December 25, 2006 in Palmdale, Са, 


Her remains were cremated on December 30, 2006. 
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CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


VANS-CARS«T726-0308 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate. 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


Her loving husband Pedro M. Zara, Jr, along with their 
children Pedro Ш, Chona, Queen, Don Jose, along with their 
Spouses, children and grandchild request all their relatives and 
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- DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE ОР THANKS 
< DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 


friends to celebrate her memory with them ata special Mass to 
be held at the St. Ignatius Cathedral in Camp Aguinaldo, Q-C. 
on Saturday, February 11, 2006 at 10:00 a.m, followed by а 
luncheon at the AFPCOC Main Restaurant. 


Live amidst Greenbelt and the j | EN 
eclectic flair of. Legazpi Villages: 
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7" Whether you're a social livewire hopping from one bar 
to the next or more of a laidback people-watcher sipping 
coffee on the sidelines, you know that there's more to life. 
than just the daily grind. It's about the people and the con- 
nections you make with them that make life worth living. 
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call pulls 
back peso 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


|: Community Innovations understands that, thats why after the resounding 
success of The Columns Ayala Avenue, another set of Columns is rising in the 
|." heart of exciting Legazpi Village, With the introduction of loft and bi-level ims, 
‚ The Columns Legazpi Village not only brings the bohemian feel of downtown 
* New York and Parisi living to Manila, it also promises to give you and your 
friends the social life you deserve, With Greenbelts bars and a collection of oth- THE PESO PULLED BACK TO NEARLY 52 TO 
'er nightspots tucked away around Legazpi Village, keeping in close touch with {| a US dollar before closing at 51.73 yesterday 
your friends, along with everyone else, is a cinch. At The Columns Legazpi Vil- ponens Hrs MOREM $| due mainly to the negative credit rating by 


li is Moody's and wi 
Tage, a better life, like everything else, is within a few steps. Moodyt and кеен demand for 


This was the third straight session that the 
peso lost ground against the greenback after 
peaking at 51.57 earlier this week. 

Б . The peso fell to an intra-day low of 51.97 
NP Ё pucr] ЕСУ before closing at 51.73 after Moody's kept its 
Sy B s ban ш bom negative outlook on the country’s B1 debt rat- 
КЕ. _ Lid S cde Dn | ing, which means a downgrade is possible 

м к AX У : over the near term, 
У а x Moody's said that while there had been 
- * Sal 883.0000 progress in reducing the budget deficit in 
Email efi-sstesQayatatent cod p A 2008 ылдык си Me 
added tax, “more will be needed to bring the 
Philippines’ exceptionally high public sector 

deficit down.” 

"Moody's believes that the Philippines 
will need to make more progress in fiscal 
consolidation before downward pressure is 
removed on its B1 ratings," Moody's said in 
a report 

Currency traders said market sentiment 
was dampened by the latest assessment re- 
leased by the international rating agency. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor 


7-7 йү! 
FRA Amando Tetangco Jr, on the other hand, said 
К y. i the depreciation was due to the combined ef- 
Innovations ™ 


22532304 


258088 


ЕЕГ 


аа 35555959299 
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fects of several factors. 

“First of all, it's probably a correction be- 
cause the peso has been appreciating over 
gat ow чы the last several days" Tetangco said, “We 

7| have also seen some corporate demand 
38, coming from the oil, manufacturing and 
“other sectors.” 

"The US dollar has also strengthened 
against other currencies, so I think these fac- 
tors should also be taken into account,” he 

added. 

But he said the country’s external position 
was expected to remain in a surplus, which 
should thus provide support to the local cur- 
rency. 

"Moody's assessment will just be one of the 

assessments that will be made available to the 
market along that of other credit rating agen- 
cies," he said. 

"What is important to look at is how the 
markets have responded to the various eco- 
nomic reform measures that have been un- 
dertaken... These are indications of more 
positive sentiment in the market coming 
from the improved perception that the gov- 
ernment continues to work with the private 
sector to improve fiscal performance,” he 
said. 


Coconut oil 
production 
to decline in 
'06,PCA says 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


Community 


Live the life you deserve 
n Avala СААН company У 


d y COCONUT OIL PRODUCTION 1S EXPECTED 

E ae i to decline by 4 percent this year due to the lin- 
T ver defe gering effects of the mild drought last year 

Е t ТҮЛКҮСҮ Philippine Coconut Authority administra- 

е at the new Columns Mun enone 

ive at the an interview that the initial forecast placed 

total coconut oil production this year at 2.5 


Legazpi Village meer 


‘The level of exports, Paras added, was like- 


ly to remain at around 1.1 million tons this. 
and be ы 


This figure is still enough to make the 


afew steps from Pat ewan оролеги 


Paras said the country's coconut oil indus- 


try has been hounded by production declines 
the Greenbelt. 67 


fertilization project it had planned as early as 


PN two years ago. 
SC jene jf According to data from PCA, production 
could have doubled to about 4 million metric 
х tons of copra if the planned fertilization pro- 
gram pushed through. 

Despite this, coconut oil exports rose 15.8 
percent in 2005 to an estimated 1.11 million. 
tons, beating the forecast of 930,000 tons set 
by the United Coconut Associations of the 
Philippines and the governments estimate of 
980,000 tons forthe year. 

Production of copra, the raw material from 
which coconut oil is extracted, climbed 9,88 
percent in 2005 from 2004 to 2.612 million 
tons, data from the PCA showed. 

Сорга output, however, is expected to fall 


STEP 1. PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL 888-0000. STEP 2. ASK ABOUT THE? 53 percento 2.46milion ons this year 

E б Most of the country's coconut oil output is 
COLU MN С й in the manufacture of aviation lubri- 

NM саш, cosmetics, soap and margarine. 
Legazpi Village The bulk of coconut oil exports went to Eu- 
HLURB Licono o Sot No. 13581 iva a fov stops from ovorything, tops ans e пла маи 
= In the case of copra meal, the Philippine ex- 
ports went to Korea, which has been a leading 

| destination for the produet since 2000, 
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Garbage makes 
sunflowers glow 


5 Time with family and loved ones. 
+ The ease of ing ems destination ù in total comfort and utmost luxury. 
In a'car that combines the best of modem technology and design 

13. / with the profound heritage of a Jaguar. 


The all-new Jaguar X-Type Estate. 
The doy. of Ownership experienced in Times Spent Бкы 


Jaguar X-Type ESTATE 


Experience the Joy of Ownership, Test Drive Today. 


SERVICE CENTER 
Заба Qunges St. гөш EDSA BS 


оз халуа вру, 
881-7252 | 882-6503 | (0920)952-4827 
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FROM THE PHILIPPINES... А 


By Karen V. de Asis 
Contributor 


MANY CHINESE ASTROLOGERS 
regard 2006, the year of the fire. 
dog or 4704 in the Chinese Hsia’ 
calendar, as both uncertain and 
challenging. 

, Indeed, beyond calling on feng 
shui luck, businesses have to rely 
on sound and sensible marketing 
„decisions. These include target- 

g the right market, developing 

е right offer, crafting the right 
"price and making the offer exten- 
‘sively available in areas where 

le target market converges. 

Key to profitability is to make 
the right offer to the right market 
at the right time. Following this 

дг target, right offer, right time 
‘principle, here are some emer- 
‘gent categories that might likely 
‘win or build a critical mass of loy- 
al buyers in the Year of the Yang 
Red Fire Dog 

Male cosmetics and personal 
products targeted to urban 
male metrosexuals. This new 
‘urban male genre follow a new 
par excellence standard of per- 
sonal grooming a.k.a. personified 
by soccer star David Beckham. 
Metrosexuals are simply more 
vain and narcissistic. 

А Datamonitor survey shows 
that 73 percent of men from Eu- 
rope and the United States regard 
spending time in front of the mir- 
tor as important ог very impor- 
tant as opposed to 72 percent of 
women with the same response. 
‘ACNielsen’s Global 2004 report 
reveals the same trend indicating 
that the male population has 
boosted sales of personal care 
‘products specially in body cleans- 
ing and deodorants. 

With the growing rigid, per- 
sonal grooming practices of to- 


ON BEHALF 

ofthe board, I 

accept the 

leadership of 4As. My son has 

always said that he finds che 

word "leadership" a mouthful. 

1з both pompous and boring 

{at the same time. Actually, 1 
beg to disagree. (Another one 
of the many things my son and 
Idebate about.) 

Leadership is fascinating. Its 
awesome. 10 more misunder- 
stood than the present adminis- 
tration. Many crave the power 
that's incumbent on a leader's 
position. Many don't have an 
inkling of what it entails. Many 
are unprepared for what power 
does to a leader's value struc- 
ture. We've seen 
it proven many 
times: Power 
corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. 

But there is a simple way that 
а leader can avert the negative 
‘consequence of power. And that 
is by understanding that power 
is the gift of the followers to the 
leader. At any moment, itcan be 
taken away when the leader 
abuses or misuses the gift of 
power. A leader is only as suc- 
cessful as the followers. So if 
any member in this organiza- 
tion is neglected, marginalized 
or undervalued—it is a failure 
of leadership. 

Our vision is for each member 
agency to feel the value of being 
a part of 4As. Our mission is to 
create significant events that 
will help in the development of 
each member agency in areas 
that matter. creativity, prof- 
itability and professionalism. 

Let me end by sharing with you 
another well-kept secret of suc- 
cess, Service-oriented industries 
are often described as cutthroat, 

| dog-eat-dog, fiercely competitive 
businesses where only the most 
|. ruthless will survive and thrive. 

Wrong. Service oriented 
competitors have to be cooper- 


ADBUZZ «“ 


days male generation, the de- 
mand should extend to anti-wrin- 
Ме cream, bronzing products, 
foaming wash, hand créme, etc. 
Not wanting to ignore this possi- 
ble burgeoning market, brands 
like LOreal Men's Experts, Biers- 
dorf, Shiseido, O'Keefe, among 
others, are expanding their men's 
‘skin care and personal care selec- 
tions. 

Media, housing and lodging 
products and services targeted 
to the GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisex- 
ual and transgender) commu- 
mity. With mainstream media 
coverage of gays (also called the 
pink or rainbow market) and les- 
bians increasing, so does a num- 
berof magazines and newspapers 
dedicated to this demographic 

n the United States alone, US 
Newswire reports 350 magazines 
and newspapers serving the 
GLBT community. Locally, there 
are at least two major alternative 
magazines serving the gay mar 
Keti.e. Icon and Generation Pink. 
New magazines intended for this 
market are addressing issues like 
information and stories reflecting 
the concerns of same sex parents 
and their children. 

Todd Evans, president and 
CEO of Rivendell Media Inc., a 
media buying agency in Moun- 
tainside, New Jersey, which spe- 
cializes in GLBT press, reports 
that the list of advertisers in the 
gay press now includes 150 For- 
tune 500 companies. Absolut 
Vodka's success in the GLBT mar- 
ket has spawned other categories 
induding tobacco, travel, auto- 
mobiles, entertainment, telecom- 
munications and media, specially 
cable television. 

Return of the comfort 
brands. As baby boomers and ac- 
tive silver citizens age gracefully, 


‘Only in collegial 
competitiveness 
can we succeed’ 


ative and collab- 

orative on many 

levels—in order 
to do well. Only in an atmo- 
sphere of “collegial competi- 
tiveness,” an oxymoron and an 
irony, I know—but 1 repeat: 
Only in collegial competitive: 
ness can we succeed. 

Consider how the advertis- 
ing agency business is the most. 
threatened of all the sectors in 
Our industry Ап economist 
even called the ad business a 
"sunset industry" endangered 
by obsolescence and develop- 
ment at the same time. 

We are faced with clients ask- 
ing more for less. Networks are 
impinging on our creative prod- 

uct in the name 
additional 
revenues. The 
compensation scheme of me- 
dia-based commissions is under 
extreme duress. We need to en- 
hance our role as parmers to 
diens and brand champions 
and stewards. And we need for 
our clients to acknowledge the 
value of our product: IDEAS 
and STRATEGIES. Non-tangi- 
ble therefore hard to quantify. 

So we have big challenges 
ahead of us. Many roadblocks 
to negotiate. Many obstacles to 
hurdle. Together with you, like 
our distinguished guests Man- 
ny Pacquiao and Sheila Coro- 
nel—we will prevail. 

4As. Let it meam. Aspire. 
Align. Ascend. Achieve. Thank 
you. You better believe that we 
are counting on all of you. (Ac- 
ceptance speech of Yoly V Ong at 
the 44s Induction) 


АА officers and board, 2006 
Yoly V Ong, chair; Venus R- 
Navalta, president; Susan L. Di- 
macali, VP; Ma. Socorro M. Pitar- 
gue, board secretary; Mitos Е 
Camahort, treasurer; Miguel С. 
Ramos, corporate controller; Ma. 
Teresa D. Villanueva, Andres 5. 
Khan, Joey Avellana, directors 
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MIUSTIATON EY ALERT RODRIGUEZ 

In-home entertainment. Fil- 
ipinos simply love entertainment, 
music, dance, telenovelas, et.al 
but they prefer to enjoy these ас- 
tivities within the confines of 
their homes along with their fam- 
ily and friends. Thus, in-home en- 
tertainment made to fit smaller 
homes would likely attract the 
mass market. 

‘An ACNielsen quality of life re- 
port indicates a very high inci- 
dence of television and audio- 
video equipment ownership. In 
many communities, there is high- 
er ownership of television than 
washing machines and refrigera- 
tors. With great passion for enter- 
tainment, this means that many 
Filipino families may have a high 
propensity to spare cash for possi- 
bly updating to an affordable, in- 
home entertainment. 

More savings and invest- 
ments in real estate, housing 
and education. In a University 
of Michigan research by Dean 
Yang, it was revealed that when 


it is not uncommon for them to 
seek out brands and products 
that remind them of their 
younger years. 

Along with nostalgic experi- 
ence, these comfort brands 
nonetheless, are careful to up- 
date themselves thus, making ba- 
by boomers proud, loyal patrons 
of more contemporary products 
and services. With revitalized 
branding, these brands also 
stretch their appeal to the 
younger market. This makes baby 
boomers doubly happy as their 
support of the brand does not 
make them feel old or alienated 
since these brands become main- 
stream young brands too. Some 
of the brands that have made a 
resounding comeback include 
Volkswagen (car), Dove (cream 
bar), Happy Feet (wooden san- 
dals), Ace (casual bag). The lat- 
ter, originally associated with Ace 
black leather bags used by the 
previous generation, has re- 
launched itself with more colors. 
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right offer 


the economies of overseas Fil- 
ipino workers improve they send 
more money home. These 
amounts are intended for child 
schooling, basic housing and in- 
vestments as well as en- 
trepreneurial activity. What is 
evident and essential is to make 
the OFW's family in the Philip- 
pines realize the value of savings 
and investments over consump- 
tive behavior and help align their 
goals with the overseas Filipino 
worker's intent. 

Home improvements, refur- 
bishings and decorations. As 
more and more Filipino families 
become the recipients of Filipino 
migrants and OFW money, im- 
provements in home living are 
bound to happen. The home is 
one of the more evident symbols 
of an improvement in lifestyle. 
While OFWs and their families 
are likely to invest in home im- 
provements, their preferences 
border on the stylish yet practical 
home designs. Key is to under- 
stand their tastes and preferences, 
and come up with a range suited 
to their needs. 

Health and wellness supple- 
ments for the baby boomers 
and silver citizens, There should 
bea likely upsurge for health and 
wellness vitamins and supple- 
ments intended to help baby 
boomers and active silver citizens 
live a more active and productive 
lifestyle including maintaining a 
more active mind and lessening 
the incidence of senior moments 
or forgetfulness in their older and 
twilight years. Thus, pharmaceu- 
tical, food manufacturing and nu- 
traceutical firms are rushing to 
develop more efficient memory 
pills and supplements, sexual en- 
hancement drugs, combo vita- 
mins to keep a more active 


lifestyle, ete. 

Skills outsourcing, The ser- 
vices sector should not be limited 
to call centers and medical tran- 
scriptions. Digital technology and 
the Internet make it possible for 
local firms to offer all sorts of 
technical soft skills overseas. 
These could include accounting, 
architectural designs, software 
programs, graphic arts and ani- 
mation work, copy development, 
ete. Think about it—a local archi- 
tect may be designing a house to 
be constructed in Alaska yet the 
зате person has not been to Alas- 
ka. On the other hand, the same 
person gets paid in foreign mon. 
ey via bank transfer for work 
done locally but executed over- 
seas. 

Life skills enhancement. Fur- 
ther education need not be re- 
stricted to post-graduate degree 
programs. Short course programs 
include enrichment courses like 
painting and sketching, exotic 
cooking, music, arts and crafts 
lessons, etc. Individuals seeking a 
second career yet passionate and 
gifted in a hobby or interest can 
make their hobbies eam for 
them. 

Edutravel. Leisure travel is of- 
ten limited to sightseeing and 
shopping. Because of globaliza- 
tion, people, including travelers 
are becoming more interested in 
how other cultures live, Besides 
tourist landmarks, some tours 
cover community life, libraries, 
cemeteries, etc. 

Needless to say, marketing to 
emergent markets and in emer- 
gent categories isa daunting task. 
Yet, being first in the mind of the 
targeted market at the right time 
has its rewards. Feedback at kdea- 
sis@skyinet.net or www.karendea- 
sis.com. 


‘if they do not have bread ... 
sell it at their doorsteps’ 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


FILIPINOS SPEND ABOUTPS BIL- 
lion a year for bread. 

Half of this amount is spent on 
"unbranded" bread, referring to 
those made by neighborhood 
bakeries that display their wares 
in glass cases, usually along the 
roadsides. 

Half is spent on the “branded” 
ones or those that have branded 
packages and are usually sold in 
supermarkets, groceries or con- 
venience shops. 

Last year however the market 
did not grow, according to Garde- 
nia Bakeries (Philippines) Inc. 
president Simplicio Р Umali Jt. 
However he says Gardenia posted 
а 25-percent increase in net sales 
to PL2 billion capturing more 
than half of the branded market. 

He says over the past few 
years, there has been a slight shift 
tobranded bread. 

Gardenia’s increase in sales can 
be traced to new product offerings 
and an expanded distribution net- 
work in Luzon and the Visayas. 

However Umali says they not- 
ed changes in consumer spending 
and cooked up ways to address 
this to capture a bigger share of a 
flat market. Although he says the 
potential of the local bread mar- 
ket is actually double or P10 bil- 
lion of the current value. 

Umali says they noted that ris- 
ing commodity prices have 
prompted consumers to lessen 
their trips to the big stores. 

“They avoid the supermar- 
kets. Before, they would go two 
times a month. Now it’s less than 
a month and the volumes they 
purchase have also gone down,” 
hesays. 

He adds that more and more 
consumers get their needs from 
the local sari-sari stores. 

То address these, Gardenia re- 
cently drew up schemes to sell 
more bread while at the same time 
develop some entrepreneurs along 
the way who can sell to the smaller 


BREAD via pedicab delivery... 


stores and smaller communities. 


guna and Cavite. 


spouses. 


like the way Yakult ladies do. 
The territorial 


At present they have 50 territo- 
rial distributors which handle 
about two to three barangays 
each. Umali says they would like 
to expand the distributors to 150 
within the year, focusing on areas 
outside Metro Manila such as La- 


Among the first people they of- 
fered the distributorship to were 
Gardenia employees and their 


The distributors can now hire 
more sub-distributors whom they 
can furnish with pedicabs or push 
carts. The objective of this is to 
have people going house to house 
selling Gardenia products -much 


distributors 
earn about 15 percent of gross 
sales. So they have one which 


oe 


~or through a pushcart (es 


est seller remains. 
its classic loaf 


sells over Pl million worth of 
Gardenia products a month and 
therefore earns about P100,000 
net of costs. Costs will include the 
delivery van and the people. 

Umali says they have a smaller 
distributor who sells about 
200,000 worth of bread a |, 
month. Net income would be 
about P10,000. 

He adds that territorial distrib- 
tutors sell limited but the most 
saleable products unlike the big 
stores which sell the whole range 
of Gardenia products. 

Plans are also afoot to tap the | 
pandesal market which remains 
strong despite ups and downs. 
Gardenia will be selling unbaked 
pandesal which can be cooked in 
Gardenia-designed ovens. This 
will also be sold via the territorial 
distributors. 


"ea 
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Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
finding a niche and finding a focus? 

‘Al Ries: There is no difference in the literal 
meaning of the words niche and focus. The dif- 
ference is how people apply the two concepts. 
Niche usually applies to an existing market, 
which means someone else already owns it- 
‘And its much more difficult to take business 
away from a competitor. Furthermore, many 
companies believe they can appeal to multiple 
niches. If they do this they lose their focus. Be- 
fore Volvo focused on "safety", there was no 
"safety" niche. So people looking for a market- 
ing niche would not have found it. 

Q: What should Volvo do now that they 
own the “safety” concept? 

Al Ries: What they shouldn't do is to get into 
sports cars, which is what they are currently 
doing. Because that will undermine their safe- 
ty position. What they should do is make safety 
more important to the automobile buyer. Volvo 
only has one percent of the worldwide market 
for automobiles. It would seem logical, would 
it not, that more than one percent of auto buy- 
ers would be interested in a safer car? The 
safety concept still has a lot of gas left in it. 

Ө: How do you choose what to focus on? 

Al Ries: First, you want to be first іп a cate- 
gory. Remember, not just first in manufactur- 
ing the product, but first in the mind of the cus- 
tomer. It doesn’t matter ifa hundred people are 
producing it already, if you are first in the mind 
you will generally win. Second, you want to 
beton the future. Pick ideas or concepts that fit 
in with future trends. In food, for example, you 
might want to focus on low-calorie products. 
In clothing, you may want to focus on the 
younger generation, because they buy more 
and will be around longer. Third, you want to 
be the opposite of the leader. If the leader is 
Coke and focused on the older generation, 
then Pepsi should focus on the younger gener- 
ation. Ifthe leader is McDonald's and focused 
on kids, then Burger King should focus on 
adults, or grown-up kids. 

low can a supermarket chain focus? 

А: Generally they can't focus by reducing 
the number of products. They might focus on 
service, price, meat, produce, or organic 
foods. Sometimes you'll find that while cus- 
tomers will buy a lot of items аса market, they 
often start with the center of the plate deci- 
sion, meat for example. Sometimes it is best 
to find your focus by considering how the con- 
sumer buys. For example, a shoe store might 
sell socks, laces, polish, shoe-trees, but does it 
make sense to focus on any of these products? 
No, they should focus on shoes. Similarly, a 
supermarket chain might focus on meat. 

Q: What about Kodak, they don't focus on 
any one product or market? 

Al Ries: Kodak bought Sterling drug, includ- 
ing Bayer drugs and pharmaceuticals and in 
essence became an unfocused company. In the 
last few years they have gotten out those busi- 
‘nesses and focused on imaging products. But 
there are two types of imaging products, pho- 
tographic and digital. At the moment, most of 
their business is photographic. But the future is 
going to be digital. Kodak is making a serious 
error by putting their photographic name on 
their digital products. What they need is a sep- 
arate name for their digital products. 

Q: How is it that Wal-Mart focuses on ev- 
erything and they are successful? 

A: Actually Wal-Mart does have a focus: 
low price. In other words, they sell every- 
thing, butat a lower price than their competi- 
tors. Low price is a difficult focus to success- 
fully establish but Wal-Mart has accom- 
plished this feat by using relentless pressure 
on its suppliers. 

Would a company like Starbucks be pos- 
sible without a branding campaign? 

Al Ries: No. Nobody would pay $3.00 fora 
cup of coffee (or P100 here in the Philippines) 
unless they knew the brand and thought that 
itwas a superior product. 

Here is where the function of branding aris- 
ез. You could have a clearly superior coffee and 
charge $3.00 a cup, but if the consumer did not 
know the brand, they would not think the cof- 
fee tastes as good as Starbucks. Perception 
drives reality. If you believe a product is going 
to taste better, it will taste better, You can't 
build a brand with a superior produet alone, 
you also need a superior branding campaign. 

Q: Why does a global brand need to keep a 
local identity? 

Al Ries: Think of a brand asa person. Even a 
global personality like Madonna has to come 
from somewhere. Madonna is a global brand 


Business of travel 


TODAY, tourism is a business that cannot be 
ignored. It is a $2.8 trillion industry that em- 
ploys about 221 million people worldwide. 
‘Tourism expenditures amount to 10 percent 
of the total personal consumption of the 
world's consumers, 

‘This has contributed positively to regions 
the world over. 

‘The 13th Travel Tour Expo (TTE), the 
largest trade and consumer event of the travel 
industry is slated to open today until last until 
Sunday, February 12, at the Megatrade Hall in 
Mandaluyong City Visitor rates are at 
P50/day for general admission and P20/day 
for senior citizens. For queries, call PTAA at 
5520026-29 
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IBUSINESSFriday 
How do you choose what to focus on? (Advice from Al Ries) 


with an American identity, Mercedes- 
Benz is a global brand with a German 
identity. Prada is a global brand with an 
Italian identity. Coca-Cola is a global 
brand with an American identity 

In building a global brand, you 
should keep your local identity and 
then use that as a springboard to go 
global. In doing so, however, you have 
to keep in mind that some local identi- 
ties don’t lend themselves to building 
global brands in that category. A French 
beer, for example, could not become a 
global brand. А French wine, of course, 
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could. The reverse is true of German 
wine and German beer 

Q: Are there examples of successful 
co-branding efforts? 

Al Ries: The most successful co-brand- 


ing effort, in our opinion, is the "Intel in- 
* program. By partnering with virtu- 
ally all the personal computer manufac- 
turers (with the exception of Apple), In- 
tel has builta very powerful brand. 
Co-branding works best when it’s ап 
absolute necessity. Without the cooper- 
ation of the PC manufacturers, there 
would have been no way for Intel to 
make its brand so dominate. (Coopera- 
tion that frankly, Intel paid for.) 
Our guest columnist, Al Ries, is опе 
of the best known marketing strategists 
and authors in the world. He will be 


here in Manila on June 23 to do a oné- 
day marketing conference sponsored 
by The Inquinen Executive Seminar Se- 
ries. Ries is the author of the interna- 
tional best-sellers, Positioning, The 22 
Immutable Laws of Marketing, (co-au- 
thored with Jack Trout) and recently 
The 22 Immutable Laws of Branding. 
MarketingRx is hosting Al Ries and his 
marketing advice column twice a week. 

‘Ifyou have any questions for us or for 
Al Ries send them to us at Market- 
ingRx@pldtDSL.net or text us at 0919- 
314-5412. God bless! 


More than cool. More than clean. Panasonic Air Conditioners. 
Clean, healthy air is now hard to come by -- even in our homes, where 


everything from your new couch to your 
, causing indo: 


dust, molds and bacteria 


daughter's favorite teddy bear gathers 
or pollution. Protect your family from 


these harmful allergens. Choose Panasonic Air Conditioners. 


e Auto С eo features for clean; healthy.air and. 
Our window type units have thé Super Aiteru-Buster Filter that captures and deactivates 


Panasonic Air Conditioners are super silent and super saving, with high energy efficiency ratio. 
for more efficient cooling... Get your own unit now and feel the Panasonic difference, 
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By Frank Cimatu biodegradable materials into six because of its health and business 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau tons of compost daily. potentials,” Medina says. T 
Vigan, which started its recy- “It also helps that sunflowers 
VIGAN CITY—IT WAS A SCENE cling program last year, cannot love the sun and we have plenty 
Р +* с. straight from a painting by Vin- maximize the bioreactor yet as it of [sunlight] here," he says. 
à e Ё ws cent Van Gogh, as rows of giant produces only six to 10 metric Last year, farmers started sow. $ 
pie: па ЙЫ PO ‘sunflowers, its radiant faces fol- tons (MT) of garbage daily says ing sunflower seeds imported 
lowing the sun and drooping like Glen Concepcion, city environ- from Taiwan in plots near the 
(DRIED SUN FLOWER T А tired sunbathers at sunset, mentofficer bioreactor at Sitio Nalasin in that are taken from the huge 


"А city environment and natural sprouted in this Tocos Sur city. ОЁ these, about 52 percent is Barangay Kabaroan Daya, 8 km flower sell for P80 a kilogram. 
'esources employee gathers Two years ago, Vigan estab- considered biodegradable. Like from the poblacion. He says the city is eyeing to 
ried sunflowers tobe processed} j lished the country’s biggest biore- mostcitiesthathavegoneintore- The three sunflower plots, cov- supply pet shops with the seeds. 

Yor animal food like cocicfighters AMA т actor to convert its garbage into cycling, Vigan practically gave eringa hectare, growabout3,000 Eventually, he says they would 

‘at the city's sprawling Solid d. .. отрок. Today this rich soil is away the compost to farmers to plants. market the sunflower seeds as a 

‘Waste Management Plant area in Ej d what makes these sunflowers testit. “The sunflower is hardy In healthy snack, citing studies that 

'Nalasin, Cabaraoan, Vigan City, SP glow. Medina says while the demand three months, they are ready for showed sunflower seeds have a 

MNocos Sur 5 "We thought of sunflowers be- isnot that big, the city decided to harvest,” Concepcion says. compound that could reduce 

\кюнсов изм. s cause no one thought of ityet in соте up with a demonstration The leaves and stalks, which cholesterol level, enhance immu- 
AONAR. S WB the Philippines,” said Mayor Fer- farm to show that the compost are high in nitrogen, are used as nity and decrease risk of certain 
dinand Medina. can help transform agriculture in mulch (material placed over the types of cancer. 

The Plümilion bioreactor Viganandneighboringtowns. soil to control weeds and con- Concepcion says they are also 
маз builtin 2002 through a grant "Wewantedacropwhichisdif- serve moisture), Concepcion planning to acquire an extractor 
from the Agencia Española Coop- ferent from what we are growing says. to get the very valuable sunflow- 
eracion and can recycle 12 tons of here. We decided on sunflower Medina says sunflower seeds er oil. 
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: MAKE IT YOUR NEXT INVESTMENT DESTINATION.” » = 
ss INTRODUCING THE ALFM EURO BOND FU 


od 


Do you want to diversify your investments? Then set your sights on the Euro, 

one of the major currencies in the world today. Invest in ALFM Euro Bond Fund, 

thefirst euro-denominated mutual fund in the country and derive benefits from steady income 
and diversification at a low initial investment. For a minimum investment of only €1,000.00, 


you can already subscribe to а professionally managed fund eaming superior 
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NI Y designers , 
out spin on fall fashion 


EW YORK—Halfway through New and sweater coats to wear over them. Black and other 
York Fashion Week, the buzz is that dark autumnal colors dominate the palette. 
next season will offer clothes that „ However, no single look or designer has taken off as 
the must-have for fal. 
Monique Lhuillier: Lhuillier's days as a bridal gown 
designer pay off whenever she goes near lace and tulle, 


BETSEY 


Johnson se are wearable, fairly modest and simple— 


except for the occasional metallic outfit. 
‘There have been a lot of daytime suits and shirtdress- AS 
es for both working women and the ladies who lunch, NYDESIGNERS/C2_ MONIQUE Lhuillier 
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NIKE OUTLET 
| SCORES HIGH 
7 AT PASEO DE 
SANTA ROSA 


1f Nike says just do it, it meant 
every word. At least that was how this 
popular sporting brand made a niche 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. All it did was 
find a good spot to showcase its 
quality, markdown-priced shoes and 
gear. Greenfield Citys commercial 
hub, Paseo De Santa Rosa turned out 
justperfect. 

Says owner Miguel Céldran, " 
Actually, I looked for a place in the 
North like Bulacan but I was not able 
to find a place as great as Paseo De 
Santa Rosa, So, when a space was 
offered to me I grabbed it!" 
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‘Just Nike 

Nike is one among the pioneering 
outlet stores in Paseo De Santa Rosa. 
Celdran was only too happy the store. 
easily picked up not only by 
‘customers in and around Sta, Rosa but 
Manila as well, "It was a pleasant 
surprise really. Initially, we thought 
we would only be catering to the local 
market. When Paseo De Santa Rosa 
suddenly became а shopping 
destination, it opened our store to а 
bigger market." 

Paving the way for the opening of 
stores in Alabang and Lipa, Batangas, 
Celdran was adamant the one in Paseo 
De Santa Rosa ranks high in sales, 
“When I opened a store here, it was 
merely to sell our so-called dated 
products, It was more like a clearance 
house. Somehow, it became the most 
successful outlet store with sales 
comparable to Manila shops." 


баки АЫ 


Swoosh is it 

A store bearing a simple yet distinc- 
tive swoosh at the entryway does not 
need the hype just to get noticed. A lot 
of local residents and transient 
shoppers usually make a routine stop 

"here to check out what's available. 

Celdran believes this so because it 
offered a lot of choices, "Most of the. 
goods sold here come from our Manila 
Stores so shoppers can choose from a 
wide array of footwear and apparel at = em 
discounted rates." i $ si i сеооа nent 

Bigger and Better Paseo De Santa ^ fe jj 
Rosa With Paseo De Santa Rosa's 
current expansion, Celdran feels 
confident it will create new 
opportunities not only for Nike but for 
other brands as well, "I'm very 
impressed at the way Greenfield De- 
‘velopment Corporation is managing 
Paseo De Santa Rosa. Now that Nike 
is doing pretty well here, I am looking 
into opening fashion outlets to carry 
our brands like United Colors of 
Benetton, Sisley and Gas jeans. 

Celdran is quite optimistic fashion 
brands will be equally successful, "If 
the development continues, I'm sure 
our fashion brand outlets will do 
extremely well at Paseo De 
‘Santa Rosa." 

Paseo De Santa Rosa is the retail 
and commercial component of 
Greenfield City. It is envisioned to 
become a town center that provides Ж Ser шый 
valued services eating to varying | В А : ` “RESERVE NOW! 
customers taste and preferences, $ 1 

Boost your business today! Be | MM 2. Call 420-8003 or (049)5412845 
among Paseo De Santa Rosa c ae " 
successful tenants! 

Call 420-8003 or (049) 541-2845, 
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MONIQUE Lhuillier лғ 


‘CAROLINA Herrera s» MARC Jacobs OSCAR dela Renta палав 


NY designers put spin on fall fashion 


Wearable, fairly "== 


and the red-carpet gowns she 


modest, and previewed Tuesday morning 


were delicate, feminine and pret- 
H ty She alternated shapes be- 
simple—but Breen dis аа 
2 Я tufted ball gowns. 
with alittle metal  Butthe starlets who wear these 
dresses need to ward off au- 
and some edge tumn’s chill, and Lhuillier offered 
ч them fur capelets, brocade coats 
and, for the daytime, a salt-and- 
pepper brocade peacoat. 
Marc Jacobs: There was no 
marching band this time, but 
Marc Jacobs' show was a crowd- 
pleaser nonetheless with a fall 
collection that was more Edie 
Sedgwick than Grace Kelly. 
Jacobs cleverly took some la- 
dylike standbys of his past few 
seasons and turned them into 
tough-girl accessories. Dainty tea 
party gloves became leather, el- 
bow-length gloves; mary janes 
got a patentleather makeover 
and their heels were raised to 
dizzying heights. 5 flutter sleeves in an abstractblue ter black-tie look was a black 
Traditional fall colors and cozy floral print. cashmere jacket with embroi- 
fabries were punctuated by shim- i ? Oscar de la Renta: De la dered rosettes, a black sequined 
mer and shine. Huge sequin а Renta’s fall collection confirms T-shirt and skinny black flannel 
berets and metallic leather boots some of the emerging trends. His pants. 
added bombastic accents to MARCJacobs BETSEY Johnson ^ runway had metallic fabrics, Carolina Herrera: Herrera 
slouchy pants layered with dress- three-quarter sleeve tops and said she was inspired by the late 
SO Rank rons and oversize, which were similar enough rohit wasoneofthe shows best outs, jackets worn with long gloves, 50s, but many of the outs мете 
boxy coats. on the big-bow trend but-differ- A latte-colored crocheted dress belted jackets, sweater coats and reminiscent of the sportswear of 
Max Azria Collection: This ent enough to stand out. But and a boucle suit with candy-col- both skinny cigarette pants and the "705, when American ready- 
line, formerly ‘known as BCBG there's something to be said for огей dots to break up the black wide-leg cuffed ones. Somehow, to-wear first put its stamp on the 
Мах Azria, is undergoing а trans- simplicity, and the cashmere background were also standouts. though, everything looks a little world. 
formation as the company tries to turtleneck dresses worn with ei The hot pants and bloomers different when done at De la She sent several suits down the 
elevate the image of the runway ther tweed or cashmere coats that have been far too prevalent Renta's direction. Theyreclassier runway The skirt suits, in a rust 
clothes beyond cute, breezy were the most sophisticated out- at Fashion Week were also on and more luxurious. plaid, were fitted and to the knee; 
dresses and flattering pants. fits in the collection. Johnson's runway, but since she's. De la Renta traditionally does the pants had wide cuffed legs. 
возев ала Memes on knits— Betsey Johnson: The some- Betsey Johnson, they belonged. great coats and embroideries, А new look for fall is fur that is 
which made great casual cash- times risque, but always playful ‘Jill Stuart: Stuart dresses a This time he combined those sheared so close it looks like soft 
which made SU "borderline Johnson was on her best behavior young crowd, and the Goth ook skills into an outstanding brown velvet. Herrera used that tech 
bizarre bloomers. He wasn't the with this collection. she offered should be right up embroidered cashmere coat with nique for the sleeves on a black 
only designer to send bloomers She offered cute cocktaildress- their alley Models wore long, pony skin that was paired witha and brown wool dress that was 
de che nway In face the es that surely will be on the high black Matrix-likedresses, thebest green leather embroidered skirt. otherwise simple—and very so- 
crowd at the Bryant Park tents school dance circuit; skirt suits, being a satin version with a V — But De la Renta's other special- phisticated, 
probably have seen тоге with miniskirts, of course; and neckand high waist. ty is evening wear and while a Herrera matched coats with 
bloomers and knickers over the taffeta trench coat that could go ‘The runway wasn't all somber, black sheer tulle dress with em- cocktail dresses to create a com- 
first four days of Fashion Week just about anywhere and be worn though. A. winter white nubby broidered polka dots was pretty, plete outfit, and the chocolate 
than they've seen in the last four by just about any woman. Coat and a silver lame all-over most of his gowns and cocktail broadtail coat with a turquoise 
years. ‘The trench coat, paired with а pleated gown were winners, Stu- dresses with defined waists and swirl print lining with a pleated 
‘Azria also offered several gold blouse with ruffles around art then switched modes and sent voluminous skirts looked stiff and strapless dress in the same fabric 
JILL Stuart pieces that had origami details, theneckandablackflounceskirt, ош a delicate chiffon dress with of another time and place. A bet- was a standout. AP 
тасалау 


Ver 


T d 


Wu atii à — 


/NARCISO Rodriguez a BCBG Max Azria BCBG Max Azria е NARCISO Rodriguez м CAROLINA Herrera 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 


WEE 


From page C4 


In the mode of CloseUps Lovapalooza's 
"grand expressions" of love, this experience our 
staff had sometime last year is one for the 
books. 

‘We were invited to what we thought would 
be an ordinary junket to Club Noah Isabelle in 
Palawan, until standing on its docks, waiting it 
out while the rest of my staff snorkeled, I espied 
Ed Quimson—that lovable rotund and hefty sil- 
houette of his —on the horizon, standing on the 
boat cruising slowly toward us. 1 knew right 
then he was there to pull off some surprise in the 
Club Noah kitchen, 

‘The next day, we were told to meet at the 
docks again way before sunset because we were 
supposed to meet the Palawan governor. As we 
got onto the boat, we knew the invitation was 
justa ruse. As the twilight gave way to night, we. 
sailed under a burst of stars, our destination still 
unrevealed to us by Club Noah's PR director, Ito 
Tuason. 


Cave cocktails 

Then the boat pulled toward a cave. As we 
tottered into the cave, we were greeted by an in- 
credible sight. Hundreds of candies were 
propped in the interior of the cave, giving it a 
‘warm romantic glow enhanced only by the star- 
lit sky visible through the opening of the cave 
overhead, like an atrium. Up ahead flickered 
dozens of these candles formed into a heart. 

It was a scene straight out of the "Phantom of 
the Opera," minus the tragedy. It was to be a 
unique cocktail experience, complete with wine 
and guitar music. 

Chef Ed prepared appetizers—the prelude to 
dinner of tartare of tuna and smoked fish, chick- 
еп soup, lobster thermidor spring rolls with lob- 
ster sauce and fillet mignon. 

Tt took the Club Noah staff hours to light up 
the cave with candles for cocktails, and Chef Ed 
the whole day to prepare the dinner back at 
Club Noah. We didnt have the dinner in the 
cave, only the lingering cocktails and guitar mu- 
sie which touched even my jaded staff. 

‘According to Ito, Club Noah had done this 
special candlelit cocktails in the cave once or 
twice. Chef Ed flies occasionally to Club Noah to 
prepare special gourmet dinners for guests. 

Now, if you really want to give your Palawan 
weekend a twist, dining in the candlelit cave, 
under the stars, should be incomparable. 


Other suggestions 

Closer to home, you'll find Chef Ed's dishes at 
the new Teak Bistro at Rockwell—a menu he de- 
signed with Heny Sison, Jane Paredes, Jill 
Sandique and Dundee Magallanes. Try the 
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CHEF Ed Quimson at Club Noah 


pizzas or the lamb curry and rice dish or the 
lamb shank adobo. (More on this next time.) 

‘Another option is closer to our harried city 
life—the Cliffnouse in Tagaytay. 

We were surprised to leam there are now 60 
restaurants along the ridge. The Cliffnouse 
alone has two restos, a quaint home store, 2 pas- 
‘ay shop, and art galleries. It has Paul Huang’s 
Fireside Grill, and Mark and Linda Floro's Ital- 
jan resto Buon Giorno; you can take your pick 
between Paul's salads, steaks and salmon dishes, 
от Buon Giorno' Italian fare. 

Paul was a marketing executive for 20 years 
who was diagnosed with brain tumor, which he 
fortunately survived. He then decided to seek a 
second career through his old passion—cook- 
ing. You should try his Norwegian salmon. 

What you'd like to пу is the home store 
Domecios wine gallery and private nook. 
Domecillo’s Rene Alcala has set aside a cozy cor- 
ner for a couple or more guests who like to sip 
wine and have a light meal. Again, this should be 
a Valentine evening away from the ordinary. 

‘A few steps away are the exquisite furniture, 
home décor and fashion accessories of Domecil- 
10. More than a Valentine meal, 1 find irresistible 
Domecillos award-winning metal votive holders 
for the wall, the mirror with mother-of-pearl 
edge, and Rogy Panganiban's one-of-a-kind an- 
tique beads jewelry. 

Not known to many, before bead and vintage 
jewelry became the vogue, Rogy, in the early 
"90s, was already handcrafting necklaces and 
bracelets from his collection of antique beads 
and stones. One day yet we shall coerce him into 
aone-man exhibit. 

Now don't mind driving to Tagaytay for such 
Domecillo finds. Unfortunately for you, guys, 
other girls won't mind running into such shop- 
ping finds on V.Day—accidentally. 


С; А fancy and 

get hold of tliat elusive "yes" 
with a Haure French Dinner 
at the RARHAET Cafe. 


€ 


DINE & GET A 
CHANCE TO WIN 
EXCITING PRIZES! 


‘ou and the Night and the Music 


«эе Under tha Pars 


Poolside Barbecue * February 14 8pm 

Rannie Raymundo, Teresa Garcia and the Philippine. 
Philharmonic Orchestra sets the mood for love with 
sentimental tunes as you dine under the stars and by the 
bay. Diners get a free glass of champagne and ladies will 
receive roses. 


Aphrodite's Hna 
Café Plaza Too * Feb 14 
‘Savor Aphrodite's set menu. 
to keep the fires going or 
choose from a bountiful 
buffet of Valentine 
temptations. Diners get 
white and dark pralines. 
А musical trio serenades 
couples. 


Lovo and Laughter 
Siete Pecados Live 
February 14 8:30pm 
Lively bands Flipside 
and Мий entertain you 
with a beautiful blend 
of songs and gags. 
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at the Супе Plaza * 
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Boom for Romance 


Check-in with your loved one this February and 
stay the next night or next visit for half the price. 


‘Also includes: 

* Breakfast for 2 persons 

* 20% о on massage 

= 20% off on dinner at Café Plaza and Poolside Barbecite 

= 50% off bounce back voucher on rooms only, on the 
next night or next visit ший March 


WG: First Love 
Dalontine Family 
Brunch 

Café Plaza Too * Feb 12 
‘Treat the whole family 
to a hearty brunch with 
surprises and delights for 
kids including free day use 
‘ofthe pool. Bring lola, lolo 
and the cousins for one 
great Valentine bonding. 


Three couples get a chance 
to win a dinner for two 
at tbe most romantic. 

spot of tbe botel, the 
“Balinese Baruga Hut" 
eben dining on Feb. 14, 2006. 


Pease ой 5515555 ext 1531 for restaurant reservations and ext. 1991-1993 foe room reservations or caa: Room Reservations? htclphilpliza com 


Get ony of these selected HP Printers ond ge! o chonce to 
win gadgets galore in HP Printer Go Go Gadgets promo*. 


Print documents 


өп without а PC, scan, copy, power 


fox ond even print pholos in one compact machine with the 


HP Photosmart 2610 All-in-One. 


from this amozing All-in-One. 


loaded with brilliant 
Vivera inks, you're sure to get larger then life. picture: 
And since it comes with HP's 
‘easy home network solutions, you can enjoy the be 
network printer in no time at alll Plus, get а chance to win а 
Compaq Presario M2215 Notebook, HP iPAQ rx1950 Pocket 
PC, Nokia 6270 cellphone, Apple iPOD Nano 208 or a Sony 
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Digitol Camera 1.5 for every purchase of selected HP Printers 


from December 21, 2005 to February 28, 2006 
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Your sweetheart is precious: 
TechnoMarine promises the 
gift of time this 

Valentine's day. 


CANDLELIT cocktails at the North Cave near Club Noah 


In a candlelit cave, 
under the stars 


IN THE PAST YEAR, EACH 
morning on my way to work, I've S 
мечи T uer ue UE 

M Bot “Wowowee” line snake around ` STYLED 
our office building at ABS. Itwas * 
always there. If it wasn't, that ў 
mneantlwaslateforwork, forthe Thelma 20 
line would thin out by 10.12 ће 5/0507 San Juan * 
line was still long and thick, it s 
meant was coming early. = 
M di delnebesmesümein. Never had а February, in my 

аката of my daily routine. It was Midlife book atleast, stand somuch 
predictable and orderly, with the ЮГ collective pain. But years from 
йик poskioned across But JW When we look back on chit 
more than that, the line, I felt then, time, we hope we will also remem- 
Werleatapemezsureofihehard bet how inexhaustible the resource 

ti times: the day it got shorter would fom within ourselves had been. 
be the day people had less use ог Вајо V-Day 


ГА РА the luck the d. Bi 
lechnoMarine е luck the show promised. But ру then, 1 digress from my as- 
the line never grew shorter. In fact, 

(GENEVE it exploded last week. signed turf—lfesyle. Now unless 
When it did, it suck right ino youre Rajo Laurel, who has his 
February 1- -April 30, 2006 dhe en. the ран week Ive seem TOSE up V-Day and who, presume, 
officemates at ABS volunteering to is showing such cool понеку e 
Send their day in funeral райы mance by hosting this Saturday a 
Sid capitals a task theyre not Vienines ралу mus that you 
professionally equipped to do, but Want 10 be sucked into the com- 
which they continue to do nonethe- mercial epe romance. How do 

less. (I couldnt join them simply Youspend it? Our suggestion: 
because I've been sick.) INACANDLELIT/C3 


See porters and print ads for detalis. PER DT-NCR # 0595, Series of 2006, 
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To apply for a PETRON-BPI MasterCard, visit any ВРІ "Annual memborship too for new cust BP Express Credits Make it Happen 
or BPI Family Saving» Bank branch or Express Banking "мамой for the first year. is from November 15, 2005 to May 18, 2006. 
‘Center near you or call 89-100 or log on to "Approved applications during the promo Per DT-NCR Permit No. 6503, Series of 2005, eorum LAN 
"wwnwliplaxprocsonlino.com. period will also earn ratte entries. ud 
"Actual unit may vary from photo. 
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MARIANNE Uy, husband Noel Ofiate, Asian 
PEARL of the Pacific's royals, Marilou Tirol and husband Greg Sanson, with brilliant Rita Sanson Spirit CEO; and their son Paolo 


Fireworks over Boracay 


HE COUNTDOWN BEGAN pe 
for 2006 at the most lus- WITHOUT. 
cious pearl in Boracay, the Y à 

Pearl of Pacific Resort and Spa, BATTING — 

which gets better and better ev- 
ery year, palanggas. 

Without a doubt, the Pearl has 
the best and most fabulous fire- 
works display in the entire beach- 
front strip. It even puts to shame 
the fabulous fireworks display at 
the Cannes festival. 

The other resorts and all their 
guests had the advantage of hav- 
ing an extra-cool free show with 
the fireworks display of the Pearl. 

The trés hospitable owners of 
the Pearl, Greg Sanson and Mar- 
ilou Tirol-Sanson, and their bril- 
liant workaholic daughter, Rita 
(who is at the helm of the resort), 
proved again that the Pearls 
biggest attraction was having the 
best sky show in the island. 

Joining the Sansons from lloilo 
were Gregs brother 
George, with wife 
Beth, and chik 
dren—San_ Francis- 
co-based Liezel and 
top golfer Jared. 

“Eveni the~populat 
Father Boyd had a 
New Year blast after 
celebrating the Mass 
at Pearls gorgeous 
chapel in the forest. 

There were many 
foreign guests who 
Jetted in from as far 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 


using Kodak EasyShare 
aen 


as freezing cold Turkey, Italy, 
Switzerland and Germany. They 
were all spellbound over how 
New Year was celebrated on this 
enchanting island in the sun, 
palanggas. 

Jetting in from New York every 
year was internationally renowned 
chef of the New York Restaurant 
School, Lorrie Reynoso, who was 
joined by her close pal, Rodge 


FIREWORKS/D2 


pend this special day 


GRAND TOURS of 2006 


17-19 Feb BANAUE TOUR w/ SAGADA 
soe trae sews sia atra pani que 
23-06 Feb. CAGAYAN VALLEY & TLOCOS REGION: ~ 

vete Tegepesa par дара Laon Ула mor!) 
(03-05 Mar. BICOLANDIA EXPERIENCE w/Donsol 

Tues rl ay AIL apone Whe wan mare!) 
(10)-12 Mer ILOCOS TOUR w/ Pogudpud "50% OFF" 
‘Vi, Ie, Sarat, Pu, Laer Cy + more 
HOLY WEEK TOURS avallable in Northen Luzon 


ings & revatio ой: ENGRANDE TRAVEL PIL 
TU AST AG. Cel Л-те aes 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer Ме namefagelety/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


GINA Tambunting Roxas, 
Fernando Dorneles and Marta Roxas 


BRITISHINDIA 


up to 5 ()96 off 


ON SELECTED.FEEMS JAN 27-FEB19, 2006 


Glorietta $: Powerplant Mall, Rockwell. The Podium 
Robinsons Place, Manila . Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
Alabang Town Center soon to open: SM Mall of Asia 


Per DINER Permit No. 0351 Series of 2006: 


We'll charge you the rest late: LOW DOWNPAYMENT 


Tow WORTH] 


MODEL SRP 


With a super low down payment, you could drive away 


DOWNPAYMENT| 12 18 EJ 


550% DPI 
48 во 60 mos 


Iam 


with the smooth, sleek Chevrolet Optra or cool, hip. 
Chevrolet Aveo. And with low monthly financing schemes, 
having your own car doesn't get easier than, this. 


wolSwr | 570000 
610,000 
$50,000 
696,000 
724,000 
710.000 


9,000 
73.000 
89.000 
89.000 
89.000 
89.000 


44,605 
47275 
49.346 
54.042 
56.535 
50,630. 


30.566 
32395 
34225 
37032 
38,740 
21:546. 


16868 
17878 
18888 
20436 
21,379 
22928 


13513 
14322 
15151 
16.372 
17127 
18367 


1774 
12479 
13185 
14,266 | 
14.924 
16.005 


6,698 
7.168 
7.638 
8179 
8,508 
S048 


iler 


CHEVROLET 


te i ptt hve et ene BD Eit м аьа ава таго ө 
мин ши уе? ът 248) Баки зи а + Ош їп 2-006 и 3+ PPA из 207,05 —— MH 


0:27 ipn 


TOP eventologist. 
Louie Cruz, with 
Steve, Ana Zafir 
and baby 


th 


si NAA t 5 BOUFFARD blondes. Elena B. Arias and daughter Samantha, Elsa 
BORACAY for New Year. Yaya Betchay, Joanne Lobo, Mishi Р de T and mother Vickie Vila Bouffard and daughter Vannessa Flynn with husband, English 
Perez de Tagle with Gaston V. Perez de Tagle business magnate Peng Perez de Tagle with kids businessman Dudley Flynn, visiting from London 


Sonsoles and Raphael 


BEAUTIFUL women. Carol Masibay Vicky Zubiri and 

Mindy Barredo Perez Rubio 

DIPLOMATIC SET. Pablo Garcia Morera, Javier Escat, Aurora Lapus Sagaz, Maril THE 

Morera, Spanish Ambassador Ignacio Sagaz and Sandra Escat тосо. 
Gorgeous 
‘Amanda 
and mom 
Carla 
Reyes, 


businessman 


) А) > ONS Departments tOLem mer 


9) = 


MARICRIS Cardenas and 
5 husband, polo playerand Ayllon and wife, top golfer 
Classic Kerchief Sets businessman Inigo Zobel Annie Reyes Ayllon 


AX UM Д BUNNY Atayde and 

PINKY Amador withher Visions and Expressions’ 
new love, Antoine 

Moschino Couture! Fragrance Gift Set 


"Sweets for my Sweet" Fashion Accent 


" fi 
ARCHITECT Anton Mendoza, anti-breast cancer 
3 crusader Sigalit Djemal, fun Nicole Ortiga, and 


beautiful couple Johnny Velasquez and Maripi Muscat 


VALENTINE'S DAY GIFT IDEAS 


Zobel, Mariana Zobel, Paola Zobel, Natalia Zobel and 
Sofia Soriano 


Huggable Heart Pillow 


HEAVENLY BODY 
Мапс King, one of the hottest teen stars in show bus 
Satin Purse Wellness Spa Set (includes Linen and Towel : , endorser for the Bench Body and Her Bench lines, y 
Spray, Scented Candie and Soap) — marketing/advertising director; Arnold Vegafria, AL 
СЕО and president. King, who plays Aviona in the GI 
ы QTV-I s "ЗА" ,a show that tackles women's issues. 
Some items available at selected stores only. FHM magazine's September 2005 issue, and was in t 
ү blockbuster, "Ако Legal Wife." She also plays Richard 
Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store ^I Will Always Love You." She will next star in Mark 
Star Alabang | Festival Mall Al abang | Nepo Mall Pampanga 


www.rds.com.ph 


Robinsons Malls Metropolis 


~N 


Й HOT twosome Pam sagi! SU PER PALS. Carlos 
and Joel Luciano 'Oriamo and wife Roci 


Pastranaof — BONETIÉ 
Circuit Asia — Balacano 


BEA Zubiri and husbandt ® 
newlyweds Audrey Tani Зр, Miguel Zubiri 


er Boricay 


From page DI 


Panganiban. Both WÀ upp with Wolfgang 
Bierlein, hotshot of 13s, who flew in from 
Munich after а five! Serie from Manille's 
hot trendy scene, calf 

Ding Pastrana dit Asia made an ex- 
tra effort to do насе booking for his 
pals, Tony Hernani Ñoqan Cublillas and 
Peter Metzinger, 90° they could attend 
this unforgettable lt 

Ding is definite Iverson to watch for 
theme parties after tniforgeettable Halak- 
Hakan parties, wid ^ то the present have 
not been duplicate... 

Speaking of Halt!” Sam, Louie Cruz was 
seen wrapped агозій% arms of Sandro Ri- 
eta atthe strike of 1} 

Pam Saguin, Wte Balacano, Evie 
Guevara, who wst Sava ghters Ivana and 
Taty, strongly ае" to resist the excel- 
Jently prepared diff, $memu: because they y 
Aere figure-consi Sut im the end, they.’ 
failed, “Heck, its Ns! xar" , why not?" Yeah, 
go for it, gals. 

‘The fab Marisa Wim g of the awesome 
Rage Band belted Хох gs that made the 
guests dance while" Ges swirled in the ай. 
Sold Out Band аба all throughout the 
night. Rica Ara ematertained Pearls 
guests with her HAznposed cool songs, 
palanggas. 

A skip and a Мау at Waling-Waling 
was the dancing? headed by Gov. Joe 
Zubiri of Bukidns & duis alta-glam wife, 
Vicky Fernandez," as Gov Bong Bong 
Marcos of Laoag ^s, with his wife Liza 
Araneta and their" good-looking sons. 

Then there майа. set that stayed at 
Boracays newest% esort, simply called 
‘Asya, where teow: Shasy Cojuangco, and 
his wife, Marissa az, entertained their 
hotel guests like P <А вої бз and his wife, 
Malacafiang 5084, Bettina Araneta A.; 
Pedro Roxas wiis wife, Gina Tam- 
‘bunting, and їнї ts From Spain. 

Meanwhile, (айй Xaine Augusto Zobel 
and his wife, bens Lizzie Eder Z., enter- 
tained Diane E. Wcẹm, Lizzie's sister, and 
other guests whoa ec] зп. from Columbia 

As in the pa^. Хае Ati Choir group 
performed for ее, who all gladly gave 
cash donations fx! Suxiding of more class- 
rooms and ойе ЙД facilities for these 
young, talented sig’. ү 

Naturellemen, W® vvere the Floirendos, 
the Perez Rubis Oates, and the Sori- 
anos (Carlos a} wife Rocio with their 
good-looking chili? 


iness, has been signi? s Bemch's newest 
(from left) Jojo Шал емы 

Talent Circuit presisi raci Ben Chan, Bench 
AT series "Mulawn'letar'r'eratly a host of 

he pert апфзйшпїшү гїл ез appeared in 

е recent Metro Мат Festival 
Gutierrez's ипе се Forthcoming flick, 

ly's short fim "SpA sfair 


I NE 


le. Gabbie and dad 
io Choy Cojuangco with wife Marissa — j 


GOODBYE 
2005, hello 
2006! Jeanne 
Delfour, moi, 
Rosanna. 
} Perez Rubio 
jj and sister 


BEAUTIFUL FAMILLE. Gina Tabuena 
Godinez flanked by daughters Sam and Alex 


Also there were the Tengcos; Bonito 

gsong and his famille; the Perez de 
‘Tagles; the Bouffard clan; plus the eight 
French house guests of the Zubiris, headed by 
soon to be Zubiri son-in-law, the handsome 
Victor Delfour, who was with his gang and 
his fiancée, gorgeous Stephanie Zubiri. 

Victor and Stephanie will say their "I do's” 
in Toulouse, France, on July 22. 

Also there were the Tuasons; the beautiful 
famille of Maricris and Iñigo Zobel; architect. 
Anton Mendoza; stunning Sunshine de 
Leon; and beach boy Nino Zulueta, who was 
beaming with pride over the huge success of 
the popular Greek resto, CYMA. 

Breast-cancer crusader Sigalit Djemal, 
with her famille, was also there, plus several 
others all over Boracay just as famous like 
them. 

All had one wish at the strike of 12 (after all 
the kissing and hugging welcome): “Hey! Lets 
all drop this shameful politica circus we are in, 
and get on with our lives and our country. 

The sponsors for this once-i 
event were Hitachi, Seair, the 
takes you the fastest to this paradise on earth; 
the Bulletin; Asia Brewery, and the popular 
Paradise Mango Rum Liqueur, which we all 
were gulping down before popping cool bub- 
bly champagne bottles at midnight. 
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Wd eru 


your way 


ive 


(ТЫШШУН a 


ee 
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VEON. 


Sometimes | need a fresh look a 


$5 
pop ўта 


M high schoof 


inan 


i pored make up 
with Erit 


| 


Load 24/7 Text Unlimited and get 
as much as 4 hours of free calls. 
Another first from the network 

that started the Untimited Service. 
Switch to Sun and express yourself more! 
February 10 to March 10 only. 


“Promo , 
f “Free Call Time and Unlimited Service apply to local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts. See flyers for details. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 0637, Series of 2006. Ш 


applies only to 24/7 Text Unlimited P150 & P50 loads. 
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For fecdhack, -nallustlfestyle@inqulrercomph 


NISL 
inquirer Me ramelage cy mestga to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (star) 


к 
Find out what they Eyelash Rebonding Curl < "T 
are looking for... pE2 ue e MT j 
Gift guide. pE3 


Talking scents. pE4 


i 


Another Exclusive from 


MARC ABAYA 


tha ste ottipstiek do you tke on giris? 
Nore 

Cropped do or lang mane? Short 

пану Miyake fr women 

Has urnor, Му grind Morica aas, Cer -—- 
rie Gil, and Keira Knightley oe 
Worsaor estat ole 

ЕЕК 

Boobs or butt? Boobs Visit the 30 furniture 

Wait or voluptuous babe? Voluptuous showrooms and art galleries 
TERRE MANN Cnet Sarat ILU E 
overconfidence. Someone who knows what she 9 LRI Business Plaza 

is doing 210 Nicanor Garcia St. (Reposo) 
VitalwuldyoutietorecavetorValonines? | ВОГ, АБВ Makati City 

Just a whole day of snuggling and eating in bed А RR LA 


anniversary 
ot Ethan Allen in marila 
Viet us today ond see whar's in store for you 
Per OTNCR Рота Аз Sores ol 2006 


FOCU: me Ралев сог Relance Sis Mandaluyong Ciy Tot 64.8587 www focusgjobalin: com 
FOCUS conn ic. Pangenan Openb ue a TNI Sn EET 


in a spa 


. Have fun 


Saturdays with the 8 


, indulge yourself 
rooming 
e Dixon (actress) 


a date 
on for 
Urban 
Pop Culture. 
Entertainment. 
Recreation. 


t special! -z 


our fave sal 


ts E 


fi 


y 


and make i 
hi 


Lose your fatty ‘love handles’ and get rid of your ‘beer belly!" Look 
your best for your loved one this Valentine's season. Have a desirable 
figure today. Call Marie France FOR MEN now for a FREE consultation. 


Call 813-7959 


marie frances M@N 


MAKATI 7 ORTIGAS + WORATO - BINONDO - ALABANG « SHAW > CONGRESSIONAL, PAMPANGA > CEBU 


ana. chic awards 


ighligh 


shoutout: Before 


ty 
then visit 


Beau 
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Wat shade ot lipstick do you kn on it? 
Lang, to wel noi HO 
oppe deer long mana? 
Moschin Ren 
Morena mestiza? Bon 
Pella or model s hoigh? t 
Boobs or butt? rn [ 
Wait or voluptuous babo? Iti neta 
look Ц 
What makes а giri beau pnt 
What would you ito to recie fo: Val 
onough. Ora PS? Ta 


MARCO ALCARAZ 


What shade of lipstick do you like on giris? 
шга! 

Cropped da or long mane? Long 

Fave scent on a woman? Light scents 

Head turner: Jessica Alba and Angelina Jolie 

Morenaor mestiza? Either has to be chinita 

Petite or model's height? Petite. 

Boobs or butt? Boobs 

Wail or voluptuous babe? Voluptuous 

What makes a girl beautiful? The way she car- 

ries herself and her sense of humor 

What would you like to receive for Valentine's? 


Love and care. Haha! : Ц DEVAUGHN 


unt 


Menare TS А JUNGLE OUT  Theansweswerevaried.Myfruend gravity. Whew! Thank God for little 
there! That was ance nid к= athera Favors пери 
А that men мете uncon- 1л any case, I believe that everyone 
turned on what 1 Е last sciously drawn to girls is beautiful and every girl is some hot 
м Wednesday after not that had full hips and big man’s type. Oh, and it is true that 
by different being in the party breasts as these subcon- beauty after all that's been said and 
4 scene for more than sciously signified easier done, is inner; it's what's inside that 
looks, varied fivemonths. [felt lost : childbirth and abundant really counts | 
сш = ек ge milk for their future kids. Just the same, here's a very special 
anatomies = P Е 7] Hmmm... 1 wonder who Valentine treat for you. My friend, 
ended up watching concocted this theory? Donna Cuna-Pita, Cosmopolitan mag- 
people checking out SÉ "| Some caveman, perhaps? ^ azine's fashion director, asked male 
other people. And х : on my ber неи Е pus d them 
= "sd whathistypewasandhe take a second look. And with the per- 
Ep enne ч said thin because he had, mission of lanne Sison, Созторб 
28 the. ERAI taken into consideration — tam's EIC, I will be able to publish the 
z ecame curious ап the fact that girls would pictures of the models for every single 
IAGO RATERTE j É began asking my pr eventually gain weight. woman's delight. 
—À male friends what at- Prieto ие Je E jene Happy Valentine's! 
i ES. girls wit reasts 
on из? 5 tracts them to WOmen— cause eventually big breasts would E-mail me at rbeauty@inquir- 
TS et te org -— А88 E physically, that is. inevitably suffer from the pull of ercom.ph 
Fave scent on a woman? Lighted 
scented perfumes x 1 
Head turner: Bea Alonzo, Cindy E DENNIS TRILLO 
Kurleto and Anne Curtis. E Е ‘3: 
‘Morena or mestiza? Mestiza 
Petite or model's height? Tall 
Boobs or bult? Both! 36"-24"-36" 
Wait or voluptuous babe? Slim. 
What makes a girl beautiful? Edu- 
cation, sense of humor, X-factor, fi- > 
praedae masra шай Р i Head turner: Solenn Husseff, Angel Locsin, 
jat w n and Kate Bosworti 
Tor Valentine's? Morena or mestiza? Ether as ong as chinita 
A trip fortwo to Europe Petite or model's height? Tall 
Boobs or butt? Butt 
Wait or voluptuous babe? Slim 
What makes a git! beautiful? Sense of humor, 
intelligence. and a good heart 
What would you like to receive for 
Valentine's? 
‘Acard with a mes- 
sage from the heart 


What shade of lipstick do you like on girls? 
Pink 
Cropped do or long mane? Straight, chin 
length 

Fave scent on a woman? Sweet, candy-like 


What shade of lipstick do 

\ йде lips with dark 

¥ Cropped бо or long mane? Shoul 

choppy iy 

ave seénfon a woman? Lor, Addi 
Delicious.” i 

ү. Head Jurner: Scarlet y 

h Уетапик 
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LIFESTYLE BE UTY 


V-Day 
choice giveaways 


Gs UP FOR FEBRUARYS BIG DATE? 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 


TIGI Bedhead 
Treat Me Right 
peppermint hair 
mask, 

P1,690 


Because it 
doesn’t 
always 
have to be 


Cosmo's beauty editor Mariel Chua dishes fabu- 

Tous face and body treats for you and your man 
to try this month of hearts. Your V-day shopping trip 
starts here: 


CLINIQUE Turnaround 
15-minute facial, P2,570 


SHU Uemura 
limited-edition 
summer 
palette, P4,995 


Regular Price: 
P6,900 


LANCOME Juicy xx 
Rouge Palette кт» 
(for lips) 2,995 


71 
a. f 


LOREAL 
Lumi-Oil 
Smoothing 
Ой Essence 3, 


LANCÓME Color Focus and Juicy Rouge P700 


Palettes for eyes and lips, P2,995 each 


uy a Palm® T|X and get а 222 for only Php2,500 
& 


Promotion vd om Реа к oriy Se еч a postr Per DTINCR Pe No 0001 Series ot 2000 


Welcome the season of love this February with the perfect Valentine's Duo from Palm®! 


T EN 


= 


a TOES 


BURBERRY London Women eau de 


parfum 100-ml spray, about P4,950 
TOMMY Hilfiger True E 
Star for Men eau de А = 
toilette, 50 ml, P2,200 ана 
spray, P2,600 
Pure & Creamy Butter 
L'OCCITANE 
Eau des7 
Fleurs eau de 
parfum 50-ml 
spray, P2,545 


present 
Top New York food stylist 


DELORES CUSTER 


in her first ever lecture in the Philippines 


wae te 


(On March 4, Ms. CuSter will 


conductan intensive class on food 
styling and food presentation. 

LOREAL Studio Line Son oon ork 
Party Proof Extreme 
Hold water-resistant 


CLINIQUE Skin Supplies for 
Men Oil-Control Hydrator 
pore-minimizing formula, 


gel, P445 


about P1,295 


15е of color and texture for maximum affect 
1 Skoone food for fim and camera 
1 йош to dea! with дисәк foods 


Plus get the chance to watch 
a live photo shoot! 


мә. Custer teaches at the Culinary institute of america and 


Toke this opportunity to learn from har experuse when she 

day clase wil be held Saturday, 

Ў s pm. st Training Hans A & B, 13/F ELI 
Communtcotions Center, E. Lopez Avenue, Quezon CRY: 


Who should attend: Chefs, culinary instructors; 
art бездеги. ‘aaveriang 

fecturers/food 

гше, restaureieurs/eaterers, marketing and PR 
Sirectore,pnotopraphers/cnematoprapners, appliance 


Call now for early registration or fax the form below, 


* 315-3762 (tou Gonsales) 


2272 loc 4640 (миа Espe) 

faunos 415-42 

ТЫ foods@abe-pinoycentra.com 
{oucgonasler@abs pinoyecntra.com 


Fees: P6300 for shows regataring tng paving betore Feb, 37 
fest iude snacks lunch oi Restouret 9501, AS CUN 

onversory Cookbook, 
i opes аярлары 


£5 
gp pg £5 enden: 


Tefet < [Ui 


AWAKE Eye Tint Stardom, P1,200 each 


Тат attending the Food Styling Course on March 4 


Name: 
Contact ответе 
E-mail address: 


Company: 


150 
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Bag giveaways are great co 


ANNICK Goutal Mandragore for Men 


Expol for women 
wwrwlacoste.com 


po 


WO COSMETIC GIANTS 

are giving away hand- 

bags to shoppers who ei- 
ther purchase a particular 
product or reach a minimum 
subtotal amount until the end 
of February. 

The giveaway bags 
are actually fashionable. 
and sturdy enough for 
everyday use. 

‘Awake, а makeup 
brand ‘under the 
Japanese cosmetic gi- 
ant Kose, has tied up 
with bag designer 
Catherine Malandrino. For every 
P10,000 single-receipt purchase, the 
customer will get her off-white canvas 
and eyelet bag which fashion forecasts 
have proclaimed the hottest thing to 
have this Spring 2006. 

Awake has a very good skincare line, 


91 


Kinny 
Salas 


MAKEOVER 


and my favorites are the Firm Advantage. 
cream, which not only firms the skin on 
the face, neck and hands, but also 
whitens to even out complexion, lessens 
fine lines, moisturizes and repairs envi- 
ronmental damage. 

Avake's Exfolizer lotion is a toner that 
tightens pores and 
exfoliates dead skin 
cellsso fine lines are 
lessened and break- 
outs are prevented. 

My ойу skim 
cleanser is Deep Pu- 
rity Clay wash, 
which keeps the oil 
and acne under con- 

trol. Face will stay shine-free for hours. 

‘Avon is the other fashion giant that is 

offering a giveaway bag—matte gold 
wristlet bag which is big enough to carry 
a lot of stuff but sleek enough not to 
weigh one down fashionably. This can be 
obtained upon the purchase of Avon's Al- 


BEYUTY 
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smetic come-ons 


ways Eau de Parfum. 

Always is the last of Avon's per- 
fume trilogy and, by far, my favorite. 
of them all. Today is a white floral 
bouquet, Tomorrow, a sexy vanilla 
base. Always is a fruity floral blend 
of yellow tulips and star fruit. It has 
a fresh green-tea note but with a 
fruity twist: Smelling it makes my 
mouth water literally and it is the 
most perfect scent for our climate. 
Unlike most fresh scents that fade 
fast, this stays on long. 


Lighter scents 
If you are going to buy a special | 
new scent for Valentine, please 
bear in mind that we are headed for 
warmer weather so lighter scents ~&: 
are the key. Fragrances usually 
labeled sensual and identified 
with love and romance are pret- 
ty heavy for daytime and even 
summer-night use so spend your 


E= 


LACOSTE 


* Shangri-la Plaza Mall, Tel. No. 635-0744 * Glorietta 3, Tel. No. 867-4077 • Robinsons Place Manila, Tel. No. 522-7778 
= The Power Plant Mall, Tel. No. 898-0933 • The Podium, Tel. No. 633-8226 • The Gatoway Mall, Tel. No. 912-5726 + Robinsons Galleria, Tel. 638-8020 
*'SM City Davao, Tel. No. (082) 297-2510 * Ayala Center Cebu, Tel. (032) 232-5455 


{ 
i 


= 
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MARY Кау 
Embrace 
Harmony 

fragrance mist 


money wisely and splurge on those 
that will make you smell fresh. My 
current suggestions: 

1. Caudalie Vinotherapie Fleur 
de Vigne, 100 ml (P1,850). Smells 
like fresh green grapes that is sur- 
prisingly addicting and a special 
boxed package comes with a 

miniature candle with an identical 
scent—think French vineyard 

2. Clean Fresh Laundry EDR 

60 ml (P3,950). Reminiscent of 
Downys April Fresh scent and it 
lacks the citrus note of Classic 
Clean. This is third place in my 
heart next to classic or ultimate 
dean. 
3. Mary Kay's Embrace Har- 
mony, 50 ml (P1,050). Combines 
my two favorite fresh and relax- 
ing notes of marine and green 
bamboo successfully. Your own 
portable spa atmosphere! This 
seems the favorite of my guy 
friends due to the 
marine undertone. 

4. Annick Goutal 
Mandragore, 100 
ml (P3,450 for men) 
and 50 ml (P2,950 
for women). There 
is a growing market 
of people who are go- 
ing nuts over the 
scent of ginger. This 
is definitely a keeper. 
foryou guys. The gin- 
ger note mixes well 
with the citrusy berg- 
ато, refreshing 
spearmint, star anise, 
sage and, of course, 
the ancient aphro- 
disiac mandrake. lt 
smells fresh; it also 
lasts long. 

5. Damien Bash 
Unisex Parfum in 
Lucifer No. 2, 100 
ml (P5,950). Un 
doubtedly the most 
controversial пем 
brand of all playing 
on the “lure of the 
forbidden” market- 
ing style. It comes in 
a black box of four 
other variants and 
has a matching coal- 
black candle for 
P3,950. Lucifer No. 2 
is the most suitable 
for summer with its 
notes of grapefruit, 
lilac, jasmine, berg 
amot, cardamom, 
green tea and pa- 
paya. The combina- 
tion is strangely 
tempting, yummy, 
addicting and last- 
ing; smells clean and 
really is suitable for 
both sexes. Danger- 
ously sexy is the only 
way to classify this 
range. 

Favorite summer 
candle: Comptoir Sud 
Pacifiques Aqua Mo- 
tus scent (P1,450) 
will transport you to 
exotic beaches or ex- 
pensive spas. 1 light it 
up while working and 
it helps me concen- 
trate and de-stress, Its 
a great Valentine's 
Day gift for the special 
man in your life, 1 
have yet to meet a guy 
who doesn love it 


Awake, Damien 
Bash, Annick Goutal 
are exclusively avail- 
able at Rustan's. Cau- 
dalie, Clean, Comptoir 
at Essenses. Call Avon 
at 8642900. Call Mary 
Kay at 8934855 or e- 
mai  mkpcservice@ 
mkcorp.com 


COMPTOIR candle 
in Aqua Motu 


CLEAN Frosh Laundry 
Eau De Parfum 
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The ar 
of seductio 


p 5 EDUCTION САМ ВЕ 
Poi S elevated into an art form. It 
ICKINGS 


does not have to be out-there 
and in-your-face. You don't have to 
cross and uncross your legs a la 
Sharon Stone in “Basic Instinct” or 
look like Eva Mendez in “Too Fast, 
Too Furious" to get your man's 
pulse racing. 
Even though the male of the species can 
sometimes be, to put it bluntly, quite dense, sub- 
tle methods can surprisingly be as effective. 
à Thebestwaytoengageinthefine |... 
йк... art of seduction is by finding ways to О 


Apples Aberin- simulate your mans е senses, 

i The sense of sight, for instance, 
Sadhwani canbe roused the moment he lays @ 1 
his eyes on you in a gorgeous e 
dress, unlike anything he's seen 
you in before 

Here's a tip: Go for abit 
of restraint by wearing 
something on the modest 
side, ts best to avoid an 
ensemble that’s both 
low in front and slit to 
the thigh. You should 
slip into something like a 
high-necked cheongsam that leaves some- 
thing to the imagination. 

"The sense of sound, on the other hand, can 
be stimulated by playing music that sets the 
mood or means something to you both. If you're 
feeling particularly cheesy, you can even pre- 
pare a romantic selection of songs that evoke 
special memories—songs you played during 
your last vacation in Boracay, for instance. 

Ie will also help to dab your signature scent 
оп various pulse points to stir 
your man’s olfactory nerves. 

Musky scents are de riguer for a 
night of seduction, but wear 
whatever scent suits you best. \ у 

Of course, a culinary treat. М |; 
that’s especially prepared SS 
by you will surely tickle his 
taste buds and hopefully 
increase his “mojo.” Oys- 
ters are known to be aphrodisiacs, so you 
might want to prepare an oyster dish or two. 

Lastly, fire up his sense of touch with 
smooth skin or clothing that’s rich in texture 
and silky to the touch. He won't be able to 
keep his hands off you once he gets a feel of 
your flawless skin, Plus, a rich combination of 
textures such as satin, silk, lace, velvet and 
the like is irresistible to the touch. 

А combination of all of the above should 
guarantee а fairly romantic evening. But if all 
else fails, simply slip into any of these darling 
little nothings (see page F4). 

Somehow, you can't go wrong with the tra- " ; oes 
ditional in-your-face approach. Oh, and don't х ADH 
forget those killer stilettos, big tousled hair i 
and vampy red lipstick. Have a sizzling hot SY 
Valentine's дау! jet T. e аре: te ‘ 
desc iei satin stan dota Бо ан а o ao i 
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E-mail the author at afashion@in- 
quirercom.ph 


“Her heart's iin San Francisco 
Я & be 
i 


IT'S CASUAL meets 
n the streets of 


sleeveless 
black vest and 


steel watch used as 
bangle by Kenneth 
Cole; floral fedora 


printed shirt, 
sweater and denim 
pants by Diesel. 


- 


Vader the Tuscan sun 


FEEL carefree and comfy in each other's arms. 
On her: White short-sleeved wraparound top and 
] skirt by Zara, copper lace-up sandals by Calvin 
necklace by Kenneth Cole 
1 On him: White V-neck, long-sleeved shirt by Kenneth Cole; 


©] khaki cargo shorts and brown slippers by DKNY 


EE) E 


PRESENT 


А woman's guide ta f dependence and prosperity 


Let's Talk Money is a series of 
three seminars designed to help 
the Filipino woman take charge of her 
personal finances, The past fe 
have been difficult and lei 
it, the next few months will be just as 
money-wise. How can we live with w 
earn without going into debt--whether on just 
‘one income or on several incomes. How can we 
get to where we want to go with the money 
have. How can we make our money work for us: 
Do we have what it takes to start and run our 
‘wn business? 


id more е answered through 
free seminars scheduled as follows: 


February 18 Session 2: 
Growing Your Money: Investment Options 


March 18 Session 3: М т "| FOOLaround on the fields of the 

Going for the big bucks in youngwn business eph атин Еа rag, 
mel empire-cut dress by 
їп, multi-strand chain 

necklace by Anne Klein. 

On him: Blue checkered long-sleeved 

shirt and denim pants by Zara 


415.2272 loc 4644 (Майа Sil 
pinoycentral.com. $ 


LET: T your love shi shine in the City of Lights. 
"| Onher:Striped satin dress and striped. 


9 satin belt used as scarf, both by Kenneth. 

i| Cole; glittery round-toe flats by Nine West 
i| Оп him: Brown long-sleeved shirt by 

$| Springfield, black pants by Hugo Boss, 


black leather shoes by Kenneth Cole 
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Е елү 
о айлу» some reason inmadbes.” 

—Nietzsche 
"T am in boveare my God tHe greatest 
Hing tatean gp о ати Tel yo Finda 
woman yov ear fal nove with DoH 
Fal ilove. TF роте те jg 


‘Sexiness wears thin ater awhile ard bea 

Fades, but-to be mavvied to aman who makes: 

laugh every day, ah now that's veal treat" 
—Joanne Woodward 


|| “Gravitation can not be held vesporsibe For people 
3 Lalling in lve.” 


—Albert Einstein 


—D.H. Lawrence Ë 


"Не-а în ove "em vo viuh 
—Benjamin Franklin 
"Treve Б a phee yov can touch a woman that will 
dhive her cnay, Her heart: 
— Melanie Griffith, "Milk Money” 


ту Being purged, a Five sparkling in lovevs' 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2006 1 Рэ H 
VA DE 


Буре of irtellerce vor 
аил tothe making of 
gun. ене (hare à ue 
—Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
"Love is a smoke made withthe Fume of sighs. 


=ч 


W 1 vexed a sea nourished with overs tears: What is Ht 


жены еа ынын 
speech wher word become supe 
Eo Bergman 
"Love dees not consist in gazing aF each le but 
in looking ovtuarel together inthe same direction" 
—Antoine de Saint-Exupery 


eke? Аблез, most diserte a choking galland a 


presending sweet 


—William Shakespeare 
"Love is composed of a single soul inhabiting tuo = 
bodies." : 

—Aristotle 
"ho inthe end the bove you take is equal fo the j 
dve gor mele" 


pun Lennon and Paul McCartney 
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and OTHER EXCITING HOME “APPLIANCES! 
February 1, 2006 - January 31, 2007 


72 


SHARP (6.4 cu.ft.) 


REFRIGERATORS: 


(6 Winners per month) 


Every P500 single receipt purchase inclusive of 
P150 selected Nestlé products = 1 raffle ticket. 


TAKE A SHOT at тин INSTANT PRIZES upon completion of the purchase requirement, Н 


SAN MIGUEL 
CORPORATION 


FG 


ER EE 


uU 


"" ALASKA : 


"Color may vary from actual prize, Per DTINCR Permit #0543, Series of 2006 7 
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If all else fails on Valentine's, 
simply slip into any of these 
darling little nothings 

f ^ 


E “If love is blind, 
why is lingerie so 
popular?” 


| 
| 


ey 


Speers 
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Now that joue thinking about a new home, call us. 


845-8772 
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Valentine 
gift-o-meter 


True love, just bluffing or still testing the 
waters? The right present will say it best 


By Genea B. Padilla 
Contributor 


'YPICALLY, AN OCCASION 

such as Valentine’s Day 

leaves most men in confu- 
sion and in various states of dis- 
comfort because it compels them 
to choose THE gift. 

‘Alot depends on finding the right gift (high 
on the list of course will be the man’s peace of 
mind). With the right gift, a man may spend 
Valentine’s Day 1) alone (because he has 
spooked his lady and made him ran away 
from him), 2) enjoyably occupied or 3) happi- 
ly committed for life (not always as insane as 
itsounds) 

Other than birthdays, Valentine's gifts are 
the most common subjects for “gift interpre- 
tation” the choice of gift may reflect a person's 
affection, intentions and level of commit- 
ment. It may be taken as an indicator of the 
seriousness of a relationship. 

So here is a basic guide to gift-giving this 
Valentine's Day, whether one wants, as Mira- 
cle Max puts it, "too bluff” or "true love.” We 
hope these suggestions lead you to a truly 
memorable April Fools, er, Valentine's Day! 


‘THE VALENTINE/ G4 


True love 


Unless you are married, your gift 
choices will still likely be ana- 
lyzed for “commitment” value. 
Having gotten to this point, you 
need something that is thought- 
ful (it shows you still listen) or 
items with enduring qualities 
which may hint at permanence). 
What's safe: jewelry. 


GIVE her the gift of time—literally and 
figuratively. Tiffany & Co, Atlas Hunter 
watch 
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FRAGRANCE is a fail-safe alternative. 
Philosophy's Falling In Love says it all. 


BAG THE BAG—and the woman of your 
fe, too! Prada tan leather handbag 
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Weekly Draws 
ot Enon 
59 PH, Jan 29,2 
59 PM, Feb 5, 2006 


DATES COVERED. 
wook 1: Jan 23 - Jan 20,2008 
Wook 2: Jan 30 - Fob 5, 2006 


DRAW DATE 
Jan 30,2006 
Fen 6, 2008 

Feb 13,2006 
Feb 20,2006 


DATES COVERED. Deactine of DRAW DATE 
Jon 23- Fob 19,2006 Lr Fab 20,2008, 5 PS 


Prizas ro not conertia to cash but are атоого, Al prizes as tax-ree. Prizes unciaimed 
alter sty (0) days are deemed trot. 

Warners i bo ecronicaty aen by Uno Moblo, winassed by 2 DPC and a DTI representative. 
Аан soli bo maio а One Hundred Sorvces Inc. ЗЕ ОРС Pace, 2122 Don Chino Roces 
Ave (отету Pasang Tano En) NE Led 
Manners ий bo noted by oficial regisiored contacted via a сай on tar registered 
обе phones. Oniy acre SIM caris are eagato fo win. Vannors wih inact SM cards a Io 
{ie ol redemption wil be насаа and another winnar wil bo decia. 

Wiers шй a эко о proceed 1o tne DPC Haad Ofica п 18 DPC Pace ulti, 2322 Don 
ino Roces Ave fermen Pasong Tamo Ext), Makati 1231, and preset itor of noleaton 
Sento nem phus a уйа dentato ID (e.g. var’ conse, company ID, e) 

Für ром winners DPC ий Gover a prizo lo hem va cir бей. Upon deter, tho 
(winter needs fo chow to lator of otfcatn sent 1o hem by DPC pus а ай есеп I. 
The LUKA Мода Sarvca в айан anytime 1o ай Gabe (t Propel ond TM) Smari 
бо. Boddy, Tak н Text, and Addc Mobida) and Sun Сода eubectbers пола, 
employees o Ora Hundred Services, Inc (OHSS), Dreciones Pnipones Corporaton РСТ. 
Aucicha & Associates, ond b relatives up o ha socond degreo of consanguiy or абену 
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TEXT LUKS 
Fon rogo DELIVERY: 


FOR ORECTORY унго: 
‘Tou tues Sz Tex LUKA FUB2GO 


E3717 on омск IDEAS 


ron morë Lua segvices: |^ 4 
УШК BIZ Bostmwani Tort LUKA GMK Te LUKA HELP er "d 
Send to: 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) 2851 (Sun) 
Php 2.50 per request ¢ 


FOR MOVIE SCHEDULES: 
Ted LUKA MOVES. 


———— RUE Ee 


[en 


For feedback, cma stestyleGinquirercom ph 


Textus your feedback: 
ylmessage to 
7107 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Text LUK4 REG <name/address/age/gender> | 
to 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) |: 
4 to register for the promo. |i 


as one raffle entry. More entries means you 
have more chances of winning! * 


As an added bonus, every 5th 
LUK4 request is free! 


Keep texting 
LUK4 and get a 
chance to win any 
of these prizes: 
50 winners of 
P500 load daily, 
I winner of 
P10,000 cash 
weekly, 

3 winners of iPod 
Videos in the 
Grand Draw! 


Valentine's 
is a perfect 
excuse 
to engage 
in the 
not-so-subtle 


rules of style &8 


seduction 


GRAY dress, 
Rajo Laurel; 
set of earrings 


and necklace E 7 а z) 
npe z s : Te аы 
en у mam. = e 

WIFE: “Ako legal wife! POSER 


=a. MENS Tees ч: 
ые: =. MISTRESS: "So what!” 


Kristine's 


а 
* JUST SHOP Magazine is out every first Friday of the month and it's giveri FREE to Inquirer subcribers in Metro Manila. 
„If you want'to be a subscriber call 528-0183 or 527-3348. 
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EYOND ROSES AND ROWS 
of chocolate-covered cher- 
ries, real romance sparks 

from a black lace bra peeking out 
of the blouse, invisible panty lines, 
wearing nothing else but your hus- 
band’s white button-down shirt, or 
better yet just a whiff of his favorite 
perfume (okay boys, you may 
drool now). 

When serving or being served, never forget 
those subtle nuances—a wink, a slight tap on 
the lap or a naughty grin, signals the start of 
an estrogen-induced battle (growl). The rush 
comes in when you know that the prey has 
fallen for your bait, and then you go for the 
kill knowing you have testosterone Tommy in 
your hands, 

The rules of seduction have changed. The 


Jenni 
Epperson 


Soe 


PloTOGUPY 
TOMEPPERSON 
STUNG 
JEN PPERSON 
болдыма 
ARNZUORENZO 
COLETTE BRL. 
E 
[5 
ONOYPINEDA 
FORSHUUEMUTA 
USNG 
PRECISE EYESHADOWS 
CLSTHESAVALABLE 
INHOUSE OF AUREL 
налу 
KASTES 
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TURQUOISE ruffled top, 
Rajo Laurel; turquoise 
necklace, bracelet and 
ringin 18k yellow-gold 
setting, Kristine's 


RajahTrayel 


Sit Back and Relax forni 


power to absorb, acquire, accumulate is upon 
us just like the memoirs of the blue-eyed 
geisha, “We must Jearn how stop a man in his 
tracks with one look...” and be able to keep. 
them, here's how: 

* Get stoned, While heirloom pieces given 
by your hubby are to be cherished and should 
be displayed at all times, for the va-va-voom 
night, leave the real jewels inside the safe and 
bring out your lovely body jewels instead 
—créme brülée body cream, glittery oil and 
‘Swarovski skull tattoos rule. 

* Role-play. You've exhausted your role as 
domestic diva; this time, wear a different hat 
(a feathered one perhaps?); try playing a 
naughty French maid, a tarty girl Friday or 
the all-time favorite, schoolgirl slut. 

* To tease is to please. A hint of lace, a 
touch of leather or an animal-print camisole 
under your power suit will drive any тап 
crazy. 


* Skin is in. Revealing décolleté tops; 
backless black dress or just a sliver of sile 
bed sheet on top of your naked body will 
make any lover caress you until the morning 
after. 

* Hot teddy. Dusters, old college Tshirts 
and loose underwear have no place inside a 
lovers lair, Teddies, naughty nighties and 
jaw-dropping lingerie are the ones that get a 
standing ovation (wink, wink). 

So "legal wives,” “number ones,” “certified 
girlfriends,” romance your partners this 
Valentine's Day with the help of your inner 
mistress, Surrender and play dress-up. Un- 
leash the hampered soul of a love lady who 
dresses to please because wearing your leop- 
ard-print Natori teddy with your Gucci DMH 
(Do Me Heels) has never felt this good! 


E-mail the author at jfashion@inquirer 
com.ph 
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Hard to feed file # 2 


“My son Nikos likes to eat unhealthy food. 
With PediaSure, I’m sure he is nourished completely.” 


Lizanne Alcazaren 


na time Pediasure mom 


My son is crazy about junk food. He hates vegetables and fruits and | worry he's not 
getting proper nourishment. So 1 gave him PediaSure to supplement his diet, Now, he 
ho longer has to be in the hospital all the time! Whenat comes to my son's health, 
I'm sure with PediaSure! 


PediaSure and Picky Eaters: 


willy 


General Manager 
Pediatric Nutrition Franchise 


y] Abbot 
i 


"Children who are picky 


growth and mental development Thats why they need effective nutritional 
Supplementation to augment their food intake says Wily Pardinas, General 
Manager Pediatric Nutrition Franchise, Abbott Nutrition International in. 


Chicago. 


‘A breakthrough in pediatrie nutrition, PediaSure s complete and nutritionally- 
balanced milk especially formulated to meet the dietary requirements of 


hard-to-feed children. 


PediaSure is the only milk formula clinically-proven and doctor- 
recommended for faster catch-up growth. I has a superior nutrient profile 
РЭ? vitamins and minerals plus the following unique benefits so children 
сап get all the nutrition they need at balanced levels for optimal physical 


and mental growth: 


Highest caloric density. A 
concentrated | keal/m! formula 
provides for all the energy needs of 


active young kids. 


All children have high energy 
requirements in relation to body size, 
as they are engaged in some form of 
physical activity ай ће time. However, 
they tend co be picky eaters, thus the 
need for high levels of calories to 
sustain play, learning and growth. 


Dual carbohydrate advantage. A special blend of corn syrup solids 
and sucrose facilitates better absorption of carbohydrates. 


Carbohydrates are needed to maintain healthy bodies and minds. lt is the. 
body's preferred source of fuel, even for processes Involving the brain 
А diet without adequate amounts of carbohydrates is a serlous impediment 


in the total development. 


|i Higher MCT (Medium Chain Triglycerides) fat content. 
[/ Medium-chain fatty acids are absorbed in the bloodstream faster to help. 
+E children build and maintain а healthy body mass 


| The resule beter hehe and wiih gain for children and lesser number 
[гак daye They have more energy and in and are generaly observed 
E. by trends and famiy to be n the pink of heal 


"a 


PedisSure is Ideal as a milk supplement for helping hard-to-feed children 
meet. 100% of their recommended dally allowance. It is avallable in 
delicious vanilla and chocolate favors and has a smooth rexture that kids 


NV E aye 


Gee —— 77 


; PediaSure i 


Om Maat aca ES | 
ALANGED NUTRITIONAL POWDER 25 


Provincial Arcas. 


* Complete and Balanced 
Nutrition for Picky Eaters 


сай our nutritionists for free advice: 


Pardinas 


‘Nutrition International 


eaters Шке Nikos are at risk of delayed physical 1 


‘of growing children 


M your child Is hard to feed, 
growth may bo at risk. 


‘Monday to Friday 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm 


Matro Manila - 6090-545. 
воз-10-888-3937 
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Silldestng the waders ie TT) 
You've been dating but have not yet reached the crossroads. Think sweet. Ў 
IF YOU'RE willing to shell out some What's safe: The standard bouquet of flowers. AND if you're on a budget, a bunch of CDs is just as 


moolah, an iPod Nano loaded with What's dangerous: Anything that may be misconstrued as a sign that you're committed to good. Imogen Heap, Aqualung and Sergio Mendes 
her fave songs would be a hit. something you're not 


SOMETHING 


& The Valentine gift-o-meter... 


Sony Ericsson 


EE exclusive designer phone pouch 


only from Globe. 


ABASKET of lush massage bars is sweet. 
and just might get you what you want. 


Too blu 


Let's be honest, most men have. 
gone out with women (and vice 
versa) with just one thing in 
mind, fun and games. If this is 
where you find yourself, think 
fun and sexy. 

What's cliché: Lingerie 

What's dangerous: Almost all women 
love jewelry but remember to keep it ight- 
feared. If you must give bling, make sure 
its the kind you cant wear onthe left-hand 
ring finger 


Enjoy the many exclusive style perks when you SUBSCRIBE TO A GLOBE 
POSTPAID PLAN with the New Sony Ericsson 75201. inne bursa а Е, 
© FREE Sony Ericsson 2520i on a G-Plan 2500. et 
© FREE limited Sony Ericsson 2520 designer phone pouch. * 

designed exclusively by Ms. Carla Sibal, Editor-in-Chief, 
Меда Magazine. 


© FREE Mega Magazine Anniversary February Issue for 
subscription with Sony Ericsson 2520 


© A chance to win one of fifty FREE 1-year subscription 
to Mega Magazine. 


© Automatic membership to Globe Girlfriends! Enjoy a 
world of events and privileges: discounts at shops, 
downloads on fashion tips and many more! 


Rush to fhe nearest Globe Business Center or HUB or call 751-8888. 
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Per DTHNCR Рет N. 0867, Series of 2006, role should do the trick. 


